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Section „A‟ Reading Skills: Reading Comprehension: 12 Marks 

(For QUESTION NO.1) 

 

Points to be kept in mind while Answering Questions. 

 

 Read the passage carefully and thoroughly to understand the contents. Underline the main 

ideas and instances, examples and arguments supporting them. 

 Underline the words that you can‘t understand and try to guess their meaning from the 

context. Similarly the answers of vocabulary related question should be found from the 

context. 

 In Multiple Choice Questions, analyse the questions and options carefully before 

selecting the correct options because some of the four options are closely related. 

 Quickly go through the subject matter and mark the parts of the passage you feel are the 

answers to the questions. Make sure you have understood the question. 

 Read the passage again to counter check your answers and write your answers briefly and 

to the point. 

 Answers should be based on information given / inference derived from the information 

in the passage. 

 Make sure to use the same tense in which the question has been asked. 

 Write the correct question number of each answer on the answer sheet to avoid mistakes.   

UNSEEN PASSAGE 1 

 

I Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1 Air pollution is an issue which concerns all of us alike. One can choose or reject a food, a 

drink or a life comfort, but unfortunately there is little choice for the air we breathe. All 

that is there in the air is inhaled by one and all living beings in the surroundings. 

Anything people do that involves burning things (combustion), using household or 

industrial chemicals (substances that cause chemical reactions and may release toxic 

gases in the process), or producing large amounts of dust has the potential to cause air 

pollution. Step back a century or two the cause of most of the pollution was easy to 

identify: filthy factories and power plants driving the Industrial Revolution. Where then 

does the modern pollution come from? By far the biggest culprit today is traffic, though 

power plants and factories continue to make an important contribution. Before we start 

laying the blame for air pollution, let‘s remember one very important thing: most of us 

drive (or travel in cars), use electricity, and buy goods made in factories. If we are 

pointing fingers, ultimately we will have to point them at ourselves.  

2 Air pollutant is defined as a substance which is present in the air, while normally it is not 

there or present in an amount exceeding the normal concentration. It could either be a 

gaseous or particulate matter. The important and harmful polluting gases are carbon 

monoxide, carbon dioxide ozone and oxides of sulphur and nitrogen. The common 

particulate pollutants are dust of organic or inorganic origins. Although we often talk of 

the outdoor air pollution caused by industrial and vehicular exhausts, the indoor pollution 

may prove to be as or a more important cause of health problems. 

3 Recognition of air pollution is relatively recent. It is not uncommon to experience a 

feeling of suffocation in a closed environment. It is often ascribed to lack of oxygen. 

Fortunately, however the consumption of air is remarkably constant all over the world. 

There is about 79 percent nitrogen and 21 percent oxygen in the air – the other gases 

forming a very small fraction. It is true that carbon dioxide exhaled out of lungs may 

accumulate in a closed and overcrowded place. But such an increase is usually small and 

temporary unless the room is really air-tight. Exposure to poisonous gases such as carbon 
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monoxide may occur in a close room heated by burning coal inside. This may also prove 

to be fatal. 

4 What is more common in a poorly ventilated home is a vague constellation of symptoms 

described as the sick-building syndrome. It is characterized by a general feeling of 

nausea, itching, aches, pains and depression. Sick building syndrome is getting more 

common in big cities with the small houses, which are generally over-furnished. Some of 

the important pollutants whose indoor concentrations exceed those of the outdoors 

include gases such as carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and organic 

substances like spores, formaldehydes, hydrocarbon aerosols and allergens. The sources 

are attributed to a variety of construction material, insulations, furnishings, adhesives, 

cosmetic, house dusts, fungi and other indoor products. 

5 By products of fuel combustion are important in houses and indoor kitchens. It is not only 

the burning of dried dung and fuel wood which is responsible, but also kerosene and 

liquid petroleum gas is equally responsible. Oxides of both nitrogen and sulphur are 

released from their combustion. 

6 Smoking of tobacco in the closed environment is an important source of pollution. It may 

not be high quantitatively, but is significantly hazardous for health. It is because of the 

fact that there are over 3000 chemical constituents in tobacco smoke, which have been 

identified as harmful for human health. 

7 Micro-organisms and allergens are of special significance in the causation and spread of 

diseases. Most of the infective illness may involve more persons of a family living in 

common indoor environment. These include viral and bacterial diseases like tuberculosis. 

8 Besides infections, allergic and hypersensitivity disorders are spreading fast. Although 

asthma is the most common form of respiratory allergic disorder, pneumonia is not 

uncommon, and it is persistent and serious. These are attributed to exposures to allergens 

from various fungi, molds hay and other organic materials. Indoor air ventilation systems, 

air coolers, air-conditioners, dampness, decay, pet animals, production or handling of the 

causative items are responsible for these hypersensitivity diseases. Obviously the 

spectrum of pollution is very wide and our options are limited. Indoor pollution may be 

handled relatively easily by an individual. Moreover the good work must start from one‘s 

own house as air lets our living planet breathe- it‘s the mixture that fills the atmosphere, 

giving life to plants and animals that make earth such a vibrant place. There‘s nothing 

like opening the door and breathing fresh, clean air. (Extracted from ‗The Tribune‘) 

A 1 On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the most appropriate option.    [1x5=5 Marks] 

1 Which of these, according to the passage, is an air pollutant? 

 (a) All gases 

 (b) Carbon Dioxide  

 (c) Oxygen 

 (d) All of the above 

2 Why do we feel suffocated in a closed environment? 

 (a) Due to lack of oxygen  

 (b) Because the room is air tight 

 (c) Due to burning coal  

 (d) All of the above 

3 How can we overcome the dangers of indoor air pollution? 

 (a) By improving greenery around the house 

 (b) By ventilating the house properly 

 (c) By not smoking inside the house 

 (d) All of the above 

4 Which is the common respiratory disorder mentioned in the passage? 

 (a) Cough 
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 (b) Asthma 

 (c) Bronchitis 

 (d) Pneumonia 

5 Which gas is released by burning coal in a closed room? 

 (a) Carbon dioxide 

 (b) Carbon monoxide 

 (c) Chlorine 

 (d) Nitrogen dioxide 

B. Answer the following questions:     [1x7=7 Marks] 

(a)In what forms are the air pollutants present? 

(b)What is sick building syndrome? 

(c) Why is sick building syndrome increasing? 

(d)Why is indoor smoking very hazardous? 

(e)What is responsible for hypersensitivity diseases such as asthma and pneumonia? 

(f)Which organisms spread diseases? 

(g)Find the words in the given passage which means the same as the following: 

(i) Giddiness (Para 4) 

(ii)Humidity (Para 8) 

UNSEEN PASSAGE 2 

 

II Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. All the Earth‘s oceans share one thing in common: plastic pollution. Discarded plastic 

bags, cups, and bottles make their way into sea. Today, it seems that no part of the ocean 

is safe from plastic trash. In recent years, oceanographers have searched in vain for a 

pristine marine environment. They have found plastic everywhere they have looked, ―It is 

a common global problem, we cannot point to a single habitat or location with no 

plastic.‖ 

2. Plastic harms wildlife and introduces dangerous chemicals into marine ecosystems – 

communities of organisms interacting with their surroundings. Once plastic enters the 

environment, it lasts a long time. Scientists are working to prevent plastic pollution from 

entering sea. 

3. When people litter or when trash is not properly disposed of things like plastic bags, 

bottles, straws, foam, beverage cups get carried to the sea by winds and waterways. 

About 80 percent of ocean plastic originates on land. The rest comes from marine 

industries such as shipping and fishing. 

4. In 2015, engineer Jenna Jambeck at the University of Georgia and other researchers 

calculated that at least 8 million tonnes of plastic trash is swept into the oceans from 

coasts every year. That‘s the equivalent of a full garbage truck of plastic being dumped 

into the sea every minute. If current trends in plastic production and disposal continue, 

that figure will double by 2025. A report published by the World Economic Forum last 

year predicts that by 2050, ocean plastic will outweigh all the fish in the sea. 

5. In today‘s world, plastic is everywhere. It is found in shoes, clothing, household items, 

electronics and more. There are different types of plastic, but one thing they all have in 

common is that they are made of polymers- large molecules made up of repeating units. 

Their chemical structure gives them a lot of advantages: they are cheap and easy to 

manufacture, lightweight, water resistant, durable and can be moulded into nearly every 

shape. 

6. Unfortunately, some of the properties that make plastic great for consumer goods also 

make them a problem pollutant. Plastic‘s durability comes in part from the fact that 

unlike paper and wood, it does not biodegrade or break down naturally. Instead it just 
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fragments or breaks into tiny pieces over time. These tiny pieces, known as micro plastic, 

can potentially stick around for hundreds or perhaps thousands of years. 

7. Another problem with plastics is the other chemicals they contain, like dyes and flame 

retardants. When plastic is not disposed of properly, these additives end up in the 

environment. Plastic also tends to absorb harmful chemicals from its surroundings. ―It‘s 

like a sponge for persistent organic pollutants.‖ These long-lasting, toxic substances 

include pesticides and industrial chemicals, and marine organisms eat the plastic, they 

may be exposed to higher concentrations of these contaminants. 

8. One of the biggest impacts of plastic pollution is its effect on sea life. Seals, sea turtles, 

and even whales can become entangled in plastic netting. They can starve to death if the 

plastic restricts their ability to move or eat. Or the plastic can cut into the animals‘ skin 

causing wounds that develop severe infections. 

9. Sea turtles eat plastic bags and soda-can rings, which resemble jelly fish, their favourite 

food. Seabirds can eat bottle caps or chunks of foam cups. Plastic pieces may make an 

animal feel full, so it does not eat enough real food to get the nutrients it needs. Plastic 

can also block an animals‘ digestive system, making it unable to eat. 

10. Plastic and its associated pollutants can even make it into our own food supply. Scientists 

recently examined fish and shell-fish bought at markets in California and Indonesia. They 

found plastic in the guts of more than a quarter of samples purchased at both locations. In 

organisms that people eat whole, such as sardines and oysters that means we are eating 

plastic too. In larger fish, chemicals from plastic may seep into their muscles and their 

tissues that people consume. 

11. One way to keep the ocean cleaner and healthier is through clean-up effort. A lot of 

plastic waste caught in ocean currents eventually washes up on the beaches. Removing it 

can prevent it from blowing out to the sea again. Beach clean-up is ocean clean-up. 

12. Cleanup efforts cannot reach every corner of the ocean or track down every bit of micro 

plastic. That means it is critical to cut down on the amount of plastic that reaches the sea 

in the first place. Scientists are working toward new materials that are safer for the 

environment. For example, Jambeck and her colleagues are currently testing a new 

polymer that breaks down easily in seawater. 

13. ―Individual action makes a big difference,‖ says Jambeck. Disposing of plastic properly 

for recycling or trash collection is a key step. ―And simple things like reusable water 

bottles, mugs and bags really cut down on waste,‖ she says. Skipping straws or using 

paper ones help too. Ocean pollution can seem overwhelming, but it is something 

everyone can help address. This is a problem we can really do something about. 

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer each one of the 

following question given below by choosing the most appropriate option.   

         (1x5=5 Marks) 

(i) Percentage of ocean plastic that originates from land is: 

 (a) 20%  (b) 50%  (c) 80 %  (d) 25% 

(ii) In which year did Jenna Jambeck and other researchers calculate that at least 8 million 

tonnes of plastic trash is swept into ocean every year? 

(a) 2018 (b) 2015 (c) 2005 (d) 2010 

     (iii) Plastic is not biodegradable because it is made up of: 

(a) low atomic particles  (b) tiny particles  (c) strong big particles   (d) large molecule 

polymers 

     (iv) Sea turtles eat: 

(a) plastic bottles (b) plastic bags and soda can rings 

(c) bottle caps  (d) chunks of foam cups. 

     (v)  Scientists bought fish and shell-fish for examination at markets in: 

 (a) China and Russia  (b) Pakistan and Afghanistan 

 (c) California and Indonesia (d) Australia and Brazil. 
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   1.2Answer the following questions briefly.    (1x7=7 Marks) 

     (i) Which articles made of plastic generally cause pollution in the sea? 

    (ii) How does plastic in oceans harm marine ecosystems? 

    (iii) How is micro plastic formed? 

    (iv)Why is plastic compared to a sponge? 

    (v) What is the biggest impact of plastic pollution on sea life? 

    (vi) How are scientists trying to reduce the plastic pollutants? 

    (vii) Pick out words/ phrases from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following. 

(i) unspoiled (Para 1) 

(ii) long lasting (Para 5) 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE 3 

 

III Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is a severe anxiety disorder that affects millions of 

people around the world. Individuals can develop PTSD after experiencing any event that 

results in psychological trauma. Symptoms of PTSD involve flashbacks to the traumatic 

event, nightmares, obsessive behaviour, anger, insomnia, difficulty concentrating and 

hyper-vigilance. 

2. Individuals who suffer from PTSD can experience significant difficulties in social 

relationship, have lower self-esteem, and have trouble maintaining employment. People 

with PTSD experience a higher risk of committing suicide, developing a drug addiction, 

and suffering from alcoholism. Although PTSD can affect any individual, military 

veterans are especially susceptible to this debilitating affliction. Furthermore, within this 

population, women are more than twice as likely as men to develop PTSD. Studies have 

also shown that former service women who do develop PTSD experience more severe 

symptoms than their male counterparts. Recent changes made by the United States 

department of Veterans Affairs have improved treatment options for female veterans 

living with PTSD, but there is still more that needs to be done. 

3. Although studies investigating precisely why women are more likely than men to 

experience PTSD have not yet been completed, some experts have theorised that low unit 

cohesion is a major factor, Unit cohesion, defined as the mutual bonds of friendship and 

support among members of a military unit, is thought to be helpful in reducing the 

incidence of developing PTSD. 

4. According to recent surveys compiled by US Army researchers, increased unit cohesion 

emerged as the most important factor determining whether soldiers developed suicidal 

thoughts. Women are more likely than men to develop unit cohesion for a variety of 

reasons. One of the most obvious factors is the relative paucity of females in the military; 

currently, women make up only 20% of the armed forces. Persuasive male prejudice 

against women is another factor that can diminish unit cohesion for female soldiers. 

Because women are less likely than men to experience unit cohesion while serving in the 

military, women are less likely to develop the social support structures that will help 

prevent them from developing PTSD, depression, or other serious mental health 

problems. 

5. Another issue at play is the stigma amongst military personnel that asking for help for 

mental health issues makes one ‗weak‘. A recent Department of Defence study of 

returning combat troops shows that only 1 in 6 veterans acknowledged themselves to be 

suffering from symptoms of PTSD, and 3 out of 5 veterans were convinced that their 

comrades and commanding officers would lose confidence in them if they sought 

treatment for mental health issues. 
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6. For women this hesitation to self-identify as a sufferer of PTSD could be even greater; 

historically, female soldiers have struggled to be counted as equals to men on the 

battlefield. Women, stereotypically considered to possess less emotional fortitude than 

men, may be willing to admit that they are suffering from PTSD lest they appear to 

conform to this stereotype. Unfortunately for those who do not seek help, when PTSD 

goes untreated, it is very likely to worsen over time. 

7. Another challenge is that until very recently, treatment for PTSD has been more difficult 

for women than men to obtain. Before rule changes were enacted in 2010, only veterans 

who encountered direct combat experience qualified to receive disability payments for 

PTSD. As very few women are placed on the frontlines, very few were eligible to receive 

free treatment for PTSD. However, recent regulation changes have ended these 

stipulations, allowing women who serve in any capacity to be eligible for benefits. 

8. Even if female veterans are eligible for these benefits, the quality of the care a wartime 

PTSD sufferer receives can vary widely. The United States Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) pays disability benefits to service men and women who have been 

diagnosed with PTSD and also provides these individuals with free health care. 

9. But while mental health counseling that comes directly from VA doctors is completely 

free to veterans, there are often long waiting lists for those who need to be evaluated or 

treated. Therapy provided by non-VA professionals may not be covered by health 

insurance. Access to mental health professionals who have been specially trained to treat 

wartime PTSD is often difficult for those not living near major urban areas. 

10. Perhaps the biggest impediment to achieving quality treatment for women suffering from 

wartime PTSD is lack of research. While both the VA and independent agencies have 

completed hundreds of studies researching the prevention of and treatment for PTSD 

amongst general military populations, there have been no studies completed that solely 

target women. 

11. Before adequate care can be provided, there must be greater understanding about the root 

causes of this issue as it affects women specifically. On both the research level and the 

policy level, more must be done to help the women who have sacrificed so much for their 

country.  

Questions 

1. On the basis of reading of the passage, answer the following questions by choosing the 

most appropriate option.            [1x5=5 Marks] 

i).The primary purpose of the passage is to ………………… . 

(a) inform readers about the likely warning signs of PTSD among military veterans. 

(b) persuade government officials to increase funding for PTSD treatment centres in non-

urban areas. 

(c) explain why military veterans are more likely than civilians to develop PTSD. 

(d) educate readers about the problem of insufficient treatment available for female 

veterans with PTSD. 

ii)Females develop PTSD more frequently than males because……………… . 

(a) women may face negative stereotypes in the military. 

(b) women experience lower unit cohesion than men. 

(c) males tend to develop stronger social bonds during their service time 

(d) all of the above. 

iii)The statement that ………….gives the author‘s correct opinion about the status of mental 

health care provided for female veterans. 

(a) although the VA has not done enough, state and independent agencies have made up 

for government deficiencies. 

(b) the amount of care provided has improved over the past few years, but it is still 

insufficient. 



 
 

10 
 

(c) the VA and other government agencies have tried to provide mental health care for 

female veterans, but most of them refuse to seek treatment. 

(d) the US government has done almost nothing to help. 

iv)The quality of the care a wartime PTSD sufferer receives is difficult ……………. . 

(a) because suitably trained professionals are available. 

(b) the root causes of this issue are well known and researched. 

(c) for those not living near major urban centres 

(d) all of the above. 

v) Based on information in the passage, it can be concluded that the author …………. . 

(a) believes that advocating for a cause can lead to change. 

(b) has conducted studies on PTSD among veterans. 

(c) is a mental health care professional 

(d) does not believe women should be allowed to serve in the military. 

II. Answer the following questions as briefly as possible.  [1x7=7 Marks] 

(i) What are the symptoms of PTSD? 

(ii)  What is ‗unit cohesion‘? 

(iii) What was the most important factor determining whether soldiers developed 

suicidal thoughts, according to US Army researchers? 

(iv) What is the stigma amongst military personnel mentioned in the passage? 

(v) What happens to patients if their PTSD goes untreated? 

(vi) Why were very few women eligible to receive free treatment for PTSD prior to 

2010? 

(vii) Find words from the passage which convey the meaning similar to  

(a) scarcity (Para 4) 

(b) courage when facing trouble (Para 6) 

 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE 4 

IV.  Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Every year, as the cold winter slowly sets in, the Switzerland of the East becomes a 

land of festivals. Just like the rest of the world, the Nagas, the indigenous people of 

Nagaland celebrate Christmas and welcome the New Year. Kohima, the capital of 

Nagaland, gets ready for yet another annual festival–the Hornbill Festival. 

2. The Hornbill is greatly admired by the Nagas and is closely linked to their socio-

cultural life. The Hornbill Festival is named after the bird, and the traditional head 

gear worn by the tribes during the festival is a symbolic tribute. 

3. The Hornbill festival is held every year in the first week of December in Kisama, 

about 10 Kilometres from Kohima. It has been organized by tourism, art and culture 

departments of the state government of Nagaland since 2000. It brings together all the 

tribes of Nagaland, and celebrates the rich, diverse and colourful culture and heritage 

of the state. It includes music and dance, games and competitions, arts and crafts, food 

and gift stall. 

4. The Hornbill festival is held in a specially created permanent structure called the Naga 

Heritage village. The main events are held in the central area on one side which is the 

entertainment area where the games are held and in another corner is the food court. 

5. The village includes replicas or models of traditional houses or morungs. The morung 

of each tribe reflects its special architecture, living style and ancestral legacy. Each 

morning, the hunting trophies, spears, shield shallow log drums of each tribe or 

villages are kept. The door way of each morung is decorated with different kinds of 
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wood carving some of the morungs are thatched huts with mask spots, pans and other 

items of everyday use. 

6. Nagaland has sixteen tribes and many sub-tribes. Each tribe celebrates many festivals 

throughout the year and has its own special customs, language, art forms and clothes. 

The unique features of all the tribes of Nagaland are displayed under one roof, in one 

venue and at a common time during the Hornbill festival. Apart from encouraging 

inter-tribal interactions, it aims to preserve, revive and promote the culture of the 

Nagas. 

7. Members of each tribe dress in their unique costume – the head gear made of feathers, 

boar teeth and finely woven bamboo and archid, the jewellery made of ivory, animal 

fangs and multi coloured heads and the spears decorated with dyed goat‘s hair. The 

tribes can also be distinguished by the painted designs on their faces and bodies. Most 

of the men dress like warriors. The men and women perform folk songs and traditional 

dances, participate in special games including traditional archery and wrestling 

competitions, mock wars and wedding ceremonies. 

8. The Nagas used to be a fierce hunting tribe. The Hornbill festival exhibits their gentler 

and more humorous side one such example is a game in which the contestants attempt 

to feed each other. All the contestants are blind folded and the result is hilarious. The 

contestants stumble around trying to feed their partners. The once feared tribesmen 

have everyone in the audience laughing. 

9. There is never a boring moment during the Hornbill festival. One can enjoy the 

colorful dances, food, fairs, games and ceremonies, flower shows, fashion shows and 

motor rallies. One can choose from beautiful wooden and bamboo handicrafts, lovely 

hand-woven, shawls, dried flowers and other art work by local artists. 

10. The Hornbill festival not only unites everyone in Nagaland but also attracts people 

from all over India and the world. 

 

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer each one of the 

following question given below by choosing the most appropriate option.  

         (1x5=5 Marks) 

a. The Nagas celebrate Hornbill festival because 

(i) They love festival very much 

(ii) Hornbill is a famous Saint. 

(iii) They like Hornbill. 

(iv) It comes after Christmas. 

b. The Nagas show their respect to Hornbill by - 

(i) Looking after the Hornbill 

(ii) Feeding the Hornbills 

(iii) Using their feathers in the headgears. 

(iv) Coming together to celebrate Hornbill festival. 

c. Morungs are: 

(i) models 

(ii) legacy 
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(iii) houses 

(iv) trophies 

d. The different tribes can be easily distinguished by  

(i) height &weight 

(ii) colour of skin 

(iii) facial features 

(iv) painted faces 

e. The main idea of the passage is how the Hornbill festival is 

(i) celebrated, planned, and executed 

(ii) enjoyed by Nagas thoroughly 

(iii) an occasion to buy bamboo handicrafts, shawls etc. 

(iv) an event to treassure and share valuable works of art. 

1.2. Answer the following questions briefly;   [1x7=7Marks] 

(a) Why is the festival named after a bird? 

(b) What do the Nagas keep in their houses? 

(c) How do Naga tribes decorate themselves? 

(d) How do the Nagas express fun and humour in the festival? 

(e) How does this festival unite various tribes of Nagas? 

(f) What things can one see in the Hornbill Festival? 

(g)  Find words from the passage which mean the same as:- 

(a) Conventional (Para2) 

(b) Recreations (Para4 

 

    UNSEEN PASSAGE 5 

I. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1. The titanic, in its watery grave, is a great museum of human history and is at risk of being 

lost forever because of curious voyagers and treasure hunters, fears Bob Ballard, who 

first discovered the remains of the iconic ship in 1985. Famous for discovering the great 

ship, Ballard is a former US Navy Officer and a professor of oceanography. 

2. ―Titanic is a museum of human history without door and guard. I am deeply concerned 

about not only the Titanic but all the ancient history that is now at risk. If we cannot save 

this iconic ship, then there is very little hope we can save ancient ships. The world should 

realize that you don‘t have to go down and take everything and you do not have to do a 

treasure hunt. This is a common heritage of all of us and if we really want to take steps to 
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preserve human history in the ocean, we need to start with Titanic,‖ Ballard said in a 

telephonic interview from London. 

3. Ballard, as part of a tie-up, is presenting a documentary called ―Save the Titanic‖            

on the 100
th

 anniversary of the sinking of the great ship— April 15, 1912. The ship and 

her fate continue to fascinate, largely because of the horror that took place that night, 

with1, 522 passengers and crew losing their lives. 

4. Ballard says that despite being on the ocean floor for 100 years, the ship is full of human 

footprints. ―You will find pairs of shoes everywhere. The sea and the life below has 

claimed everything but they do not know what to do with shoes so you will find a pair of 

mother‘s shoes next to 50% her little daughter and that‘s their gravestone. At her 

wreckage, we almost felt that we were surrounded by the lifeboats of all the people that 

were in the water at that spot‖. 

5. Ballard says that the fate of Titanic continues to fascinate so many years after it sank 

because it is ―irony personified in history‖. ―The story has all the ingredients to make it 

timelessly fascinating. You have this revolutionary ship that‘s unsinkable, and carrying a 

cross section of people in society. And then, it goes and hits an iceberg and sinks on its 

maiden journey. It‘s an irony personified in history‖. 

6. Talking about his discovery, which came after great research and 75 years later, Ballard, 

says it was a somber moment went they first spotted the boiler of the Titanic. ―In the 90s, 

advanced technology gave us double diving capabilities in the Atlantic Ocean. I knew 

that the Titanic was sitting at almost12,000 feet. What led me to her discovery was a 

simple technique that I followed. We decided to look for the debris trail instead of the 

ship‖. 

7. Ballard says the ship, if preserved well and not subjected to constant submarine journeys, 

will last for a long time on the Atlantic floor. ―The deep sea, because of its darkness, its 

cold temperatures and its great pressure, creates a high state of preservation. With a little 

caution, we can protect the Titanic for future generations to visit.‖ 

8. Ballard has also connected to the people of Belfast, who refused to talk about the tragedy 

―The ship‘s construction took place at Belfast. After the tragedy, families of the workers 

refused to talk about it because of the shame and sadness in the loss of l life involved‖. 

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following 
questions by choosing the best of the given choices:-(1x5=5) 
(i)The Titanic sank on- 

(a) Its 100thanniversary 
(b) 15thApril1912 
(c) Aniconicvoyagein1985 
(d) Leaving the port of Belfast 

(ii) The Titanic continues to attract attention because- 
(a) It is irony personified in history  
(b) Its advanced technology gave double diving technologies 
(c) It is a treasure hunt 
(d) It is a common need 

(iii) Ballard‘s documentary on the Titanic is titled- 
(a) A museum of human history 
(b) The Titanic 
(c) Save the Titanic 
(d) 75 years later 

(iv) Bob Ballard is a- 
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(a) Former US Navy Officer 
(b) A professor of oceanography 
(c) Both (i) and (ii) 
(d) None of the above 

(v) The deep sea creates high state of preservation because of its- 
(a) Darkness 
(b) Cold temperature 
(c) Great pressure 
(d) All of the above 

1.2 Answer the following question briefly:-    (1x7=7 Marks) 
(a) What happened on April 15, 1912? 
(b) Who is Bob Ballard and what did he discover? 
(c) Why does Bob Ballard call it a museum of human history? 
(d) Which simple technique led to the discovery of the Titanic?   
(e) Where was the Titanic? 
(f) Why did the people of Belfast refuse to talk about Titanic? 
(g) Find the words from the passage which mean the same as 

 (a) Debris (Para 4)                           (b) Very solemn or serious (Para  

6) UNSEEN PASSAGE  

VI. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Meet Nirakar, who dreams of sculpting a fellowship of one lakh trees before he exits. The 

play of names has almost a touch of a fable here: Nirakar the formless one, regenerating 

the primal form of a forest that had passed into the mist. For the last 20 years, Nirakar 

Mallick, a small farmer in Odisha‘s Kendrapara district, has been greening a coastal 

landscape that had of late been experiencing more of brown. Droughts are cruel in this 

part of the country also. At other times, it is the excess water that is a bane. Nirakar‘s 

latest project, the revival of a forest on a two-hectare stretch circling the river Brahmani 

near his village, came after the green patch was denuded in the devastating super cyclone 

of 1999. 

2. The tidal waves that had swamped Odisha‘s coasts during the 1999 super cyclone had led 

to heavy soil erosion, rendering these villages forever vulnerable to floods. But now, 

thanks to Nirakar‘s efforts over 5000 trees of sundry varieties are covering the area. This 

has not only helped to restore the local ecosystem but has also provided a potential source 

of income to the community. 

3. People, however, were skeptical of Nirakar‘s efforts in the beginning. They were losing 

out on grazing ground for cattle. Some were also suspicious of Nirakar‘s motives, fearing 

he was about to grab government land. But once the trees began shooting up and the 

entire village looked rejuvenated, everybody was won over. Nirakar, for one, never made 

any bid to corner the fruits of his labour. 

4. So now there are fruit-bearing trees in the forest-jackfruit, mango, guava, coconut as well 

as timber-rich ones such as Teak, Casuarina and Eucalyptus. Not all the 7000 seedlings 

he‘d planted and looked after as if they were his own offspring, survived the elements. 

This fact didn‘t deter him, and Nirakar proudly says that, as long as he is alive, no one 

from the area would even harm a tree. 

5. Over the years, Nirakar has spent a small fortune out of his hard-earned savings on 

greening missions. As a driver in Odisha Lift Irrigation Corporation (OLIC), he‘d get 

Rupees 3000 a month as salary. From this, he would put aside Rupees 500 every month 

for planting trees. However, for the last two years he has not been receiving his salary 

from the defunct OLIC. He manages to make ends meet by working on his share of the 

one-acre farmland inherited from his father. 
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6. Nirakar was born in 1962 in a poor Harijan family in Aliha village. He inherited a feel for 

the soil and a green thumb from his father. Although he was a good student, he had to 

quit studies after class 9to take up a job. He joined the OLIC in 1982, and got married the 

same year. Today he‘s the father of three sons and a daughter. 

7. Though officially a driver, Nirakar is a jack of all trades, doubling up as a mechanic, 

fitter, electrician and operator at Aliha‘s lift irrigation project. For the area‘s small 

farmers who depend on the water supplied through a lift irrigation, he is nothing sort of a 

hero. 

8. He was an anti-hero too, for some, at a point of time. Traditionally, the Harijans of Aliha 

never planted coconuts. The Brahmins had told them that if they dared to plant the 

forbidden fruit, there would be death in the community. Nirakar, broke this ‗divine‘ 

taboo. He got about a 100 fresh coconuts with husks from the district agricultural farm 

and distributed them among his people. Today almost every courtyard in Aliha village 

has half a dozen fruit-bearing coconut trees. And no one died. 

9. Nirakar‘s wife is an enthusiastic partner in his green ventures. His children also help. So 

now he has taken up plantation of 20000 seedlings along the three kilometer stretch from 

Manipatna to Singri in his block. Nirakar aims to plant at least one lakh trees before he 

dies. 

10. Recognition has evaded him so far, but Nirakar is least bothered. His only regret is that 

the government has not taken over maintenance of the forest from him so that it can be 

preserved for posterity. He hoped that his good work is not lost after he is gone. He is, as 

you must have realised by now, crazy about trees. ―The trees speak to me,‖ he says ―and 

God has paid me back richly in many ways. I need nothing more.‖ 

I. On the basis of reading of the passage, answer the following questions by choosing 

the most appropriate option.           [1x5=5 Marks] 

(i) For the last 20 years Nirakar Mallick has been ……………….. . 

(a) Planting trees  

(b) Painting green coastal landscapes 

(c) Living in Odhisha‘s Kendrapara district 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

(ii) Nirakar has broken the ‗divine taboo‘ by ………………. . 

(a) Planting 7000 seedlings 

(b) Distributing agricultural land among Harijans 

(c) Successfully leading the greening camoaign 

(d) Planting coconut trees 

(iii) Nirakar‘s latest project is the ……………………….. . 

(a) Plating of  7000 seedlings of the timbre-rich and fruit-bearing trees 

(b) Planting of one lakh trees in his block 

(c) Revival of a forest of a two hectares stretch near his village 

(d) None of the above 

(iv) For the area‘s small farmers who depend on water supplied through lift 

irrigation, Nirakar is ……………………… . 

(a) A God 

(b) A jack of all trades 

(c) One who is always ready to help out 

(d) A hero 

(v) Nirakar‘s only regret is that ……………. . 

(a) His work has not been recognized 

(b) The government has not taken over 

(c) He has not compensated for his expenses. 

(d) All of the above. 
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2 Answer the following questions as briefly as possible.             [1x7=7 Marks]  

1. What would be an appropriate title to the passage? 

             2. Why did Nirakar quit his studies in school? 

             3. What is Kendrapara district of Odisha prone to? 

             4. What happened to the seven thousand seedlings planted by Niarkar? 

             5. How has Nirakar been running his household for the last two years? 

             6. Why is Nirakar considered a ‗jack of all trades‘? 

             7. Find words from the passage which convey the meaning similar to 

                a. Exposed to being harmed ( Para2) 

                b. Discourage (Para 4) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SOLUTIONS 

 

UNSEEN PASSAGE 1 

A(1) (b) Carbon Dioxide 

(2) (a) Due to lack of Oxygen 

(3) (d) All of the above 

(4) (b) Asthma 

(5) (b) Carbon Monoxide 

B. (a) Air pollutants are present in gaseous form or in the form of particulate matter e.g. Carbon        

           Monoxide,Carbon Dioxide, ozone, oxides of sulphur and nitrogen, dust of various 

inorganic and organic origins. 

(b) Sick building syndrome is a vague constellation of symptoms which happen when one is in a 

poorly ventilated room. It is characterized by a general feeling of malaise head-ache dizziness 

and irritation of mucous membranes. 

(c) Sick building syndrome is increasing due to high concentration of pollutants and allergens. 

(d) Indoor smoking is very hazardous because there are over 3000 chemical constituents in 

tobacco smoke which are harmful for human health. 

(e) Improper indoor air ventilation systems, coolers, air conditioners, dampness, decay, pet 

animals, production or handling of causative items are responsible for such diseases. 

(f) Micro-organisms and allergens are of special significance in the causation and spread of 

diseases. 

      (g)  (i) dizziness (ii) dampness 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

        UNSEEN PASSAGE 2 

1.1 (i)   (c ) 80 % 

(ii)  (b) 2015 

(iii) (d) large molecule polymers 

 (iv) (b) plastic bags and soda ring cans. 

 (v)  ( c) California and Indonesia 

1.2 (i) Discarded plastic bags, straws, foam, beverage cups and bottles generally pollution in the 

sea. 

(ii)  Plastic in oceans harms marine ecosystems by introducing dangerous chemicals into them.  

(iii) Microplastic, which are tiny pieces of plastic, is formed because plastic does not breakdown 

naturally, but fragments into tiny pieces over time. 

(iv) Plastic is compared to a sponge because; just as a sponge has absorbing quality plastic also 

tends to absorb harmful chemicals from its surroundings.    

(v) The biggest impact of plastic pollution on sea life is that seals, sea turtles and even whales 

can become entangled in plastic netting. They can starve to death if the plastic restricts their 
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ability to move or eat. Or the plastic can cut into the animals‘ skin, causing wounds that develop 

severe infections. 

(vi)Scientists are trying to reduce the plastic pollutants by working toward new materials that are 

safer for the environment. For instance they are currently testing a new polymer that breaks 

down easily in sea water.   

(vii)(i) pristine          (ii) durable 

    UNSEEN PASSAGE 3 

       (I)  

(i) (d) educate readers about the problems of insufficient treatment available for female veterans 

with PTSD             

(ii) (d) All of the above 

(iii) (b) the amount of care provided has improved over the past few years, but it is still 

insufficient 

(iv) (c) for those not living near major urban centres 

(v) (a) believes that advocating for a cause can lead to change. 

II.(i) The symptoms of PTSD are flashbacks to the traumatic event, nightmares, obsessive        

behavior, anger, insomnia, difficulty in concentrating and hyper-vigilance.   

(ii) ‗Unit Cohesion‘ is defined as the mutual bonds of friendship and support among members of 

a military unit. 

(iii)According to US Army researchers, the most important factor determining whether soldiers 

developed suicidal thoughts was unit cohesion. 

(iv)The stigma amongst military personnel mentioned in the passage is that asking for help for 

mental health issues makes one appear weak. 

(v) When PTSD goes untreated in patients, it is very likely to worsen over time.  

(vi) Prior to 2010, very few women were eligible to receive disability payments for PTSD. As 

very few women were placed in direct combat zone, very few were eligible to receive free 

treatment for PTSD. 

(vii ) (a) paucity  (b) fortitude  

UNSEEN PASSAGE 4 

1.1 (a)  (iii) They like / admire hornbill 

(b)  (iii) using their feathers in head gears 

( c ) (iii) houses  

(d)  (iv) painted faces 

(e)  (i) celebrated, planned and executed. 

1.2 (a) The festival is named after a bird because it is closely linked to their socio-cultural life. 

(b) The Nagas keep the hunting trophies, spears, shield shallow log drums of each tribe or 

villages in their houses. 

(c) The Naga tribe decorate themselves with a headgear made of feathers, boar teeth and finely 

woven bamboo and archid, the jewellery made of ivory, animal fangs multi coloured heads and 

the spears decorated with dyed goat's hair. The tribes also paint designs on their faces and bodies. 

Most of the men dress like warriors. 

(d) The Nagas express fun by songs, dances and games. One such example is a game in which he 

contestants attempt to feed each other. All the contestants are blind folded and the result 

is hilarious. The contestants stumble around trying to feed their partners. The once feared 

tribesmen have everyone in the audience laughing. 
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(e) The festival unites various tribes of the Nagas because all the tribes of Nagaland are under 

one roof. 

(f) One can see beautiful wooden and bamboo handicrafts, lovely hand-woven, shawls, dried 

flowers and other art work by local artists. 

(g) (a) traditional                              (b) entertainment 

 

    UNSEEN PASSAGE 5 

1.1 (i)  (b)  15 April 1912 

(ii) (a) it is irony personified in history 

(iii) (c ) Save the Titanic 

(iv) (c ) Both (i) and (ii) 

(v) (d) All of the above 

1.2 (a) Ballard, as part of a tie-up, presented a documentary called ―Save theTitanic‖onthe100th 

anniversary of the sinking of the great ship— April 15, 1912. 

 (b) Bob Ballard is a former US Navy Officer and a professor of oceanography discovered the 

iconic ship Titanic. 

 (c) Bob Ballard called it a museum in human history because it was a common heritage of all 

of us and if we really wanted to take steps to preserve human history in the ocean. 

     (d) The simple technique that led to the discovery of the Titanic was to look for the debris 

 trail instead of the ship. 

     (e)  The Titanic was 12000 feet deep on the Atlantic Ocean floor. 

     (f) The people of Belfast, refused to talk about the tragedy because of the shame and sadness       

and the loss of life . 

       (g)  (a)  wreckage    (b) somber 

    UNSEEN PASSAGE 6 

I. (i)   (a) planting trees 

(ii)  (d) planting coconut trees 

(iii)  (c) revival of a forest on a two hectare stretch near his village 

 (iv)  (d) a hero 

 (v)   (b) the government has not taken over maintenance of the forest planted by him 

II.       (i) An appropriate title to the passage would be, ‗Nirakar – The Green Hero.‘ 

(ii)Nirakar quit his studies in childhood due to poverty so that he could start working or take up a 

job. 

(iii) Kendrapara district of Odisha is prone to both floods as well as droughts. 

(iv)Out of the seven thousand seedlings of fruit-bearing and timbre-rich trees planted by      

Nirakar, some seedlings died. 

(v) Nirakar has been running his household for the last two years by the money he makes by 

tilling his farmland. 
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(vi) Nirakar is considered as a ‗jack of all trades‘ because, besides working as a driver he is also 

able to work as a mechanic, fitter, electrician and operator at Aliha‘s lift irrigation project. 

             (vii) (a) vulnerable(b ) deter  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Section „A‟ Reading Skills  

NOTE – MAKING & SUMMARISING: 08 Marks 

(For QUESTION NO.2) 

 

Note - Making (on the basis of Reading comprehension) is an advanced writing skill which is 

acquiring increasing importance due to knowledge explosion. There is a need to remember at 

least the main points of any given subject. Making notes is a complex activity which combines 

several skills. Brevity is the soul of wit. 

The necessity of Note -Making: 

1. It keeps a lot of information at our disposal for ready reference. 

2. It helps us reconstruct what was said or written and thus accelerates the process of 

remembering/recall. . 

3. It comes in handy in delivering a speech, participation in a debate/discussion, writing an essay 

and revising lessons before an examination. 

               *STRATEGIES FOR ATTEMPTING NOTE- MAKING 

 

1. Read the passage thoroughly. 

2. Find the title/Heading of the passage (Read the first/last paragraph for the title).                  

The title can be a single word, a phrase or may be three to four words. It should be                     

descriptive, catchy and thought provoking, illustrating the central theme.  

3. Underline the main points & supporting details. 

4. Find out the chief division of the passage & use them for Main-headings. 

5. Find the sub-headings & write them under the Main- headings. 

6. Circle the longer words or those often repeated words & abbreviate them. 

7. Organize the information systematically. 

                   * CHARACTERISTICS OF GOOD NOTES: 

 

1. (i) Notes should be short. They should identify the main point. 

(ii) They list information in what is called ‗note form‘. 

(iii) They are written only in phrases; not sentences. 

2. (i) Information is logically divided and sub-divided by the use of figures/letters. 

    (ii) The divisions are made like this: 

         Main sections: 1, 2, 3, etc. 

         Sub-sections: (i), (ii), (iii), etc. 

         Sub-sub-sections: (a), (b), (c), etc. 

3. Another common method is the ‗decimal‘ system. 

    Main sections: 1, 2, 3, etc. 

    Sub-sections: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, etc. 

    Sub-sub-sections: 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.2.1, 1.2.2, etc. 

 

4. Abbreviations and symbols are freely used.  

5. Articles, prepositions and conjunctions are omitted. 

6. Notes must make sense when they are read again otherwise they will be of no use. 

7. Do not write in complete sentences; use words/phrases only. 

8. Underline the HEADING & SUB-HEADING. 
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*How to form Abbreviations: 

1. Use standard abbreviations and symbols as far as possible: 

a. Capitalized first letters of words 

e.g. U.P., U.S.A., U.K., U.S.S.R., etc. 

b. Common abbreviations 

    Sc. (for science), Mr., Mrs., Dr., Govt., etc 

c .Common symbols 

   e.g., \, ∴ , +ve, -ve, ® (leading to), ↑ (rising), ↓ (falling), =, etc. 

d. Measurements and Figures 

    e.g., : 100′, 100‖, 100 kg, 1000 mm, 100ml, etc. 

2. Making your own abbreviations: 

(a) Keep the main sounds of the word. For example- edn. (education), progm. (programme) 

(b) Retain the suffix so that later when you are going over the notes, you may recall the full form 

of the word —e.g., ed‘nal (educational), prog‘ve (progressive). 

(c) Contractions of word-:e.g.: will not-won‘t; do not - don't 

3. Universally recognized SYMBOLS used-e.g.: viz.-namely; e.g.-for example 

4. Make a box for writing the abbreviations. (Use atleast-4 abbreviations.) 

5. Put the complete word & its abbreviation made in the box. 

Caution: 

*Do not get over-enthusiastic about abbreviations.  

*You should not abbreviate every word. One abbreviation in point is enough. 

* As a general rule, the heading should not be abbreviated. You may use abbreviations in 

subheadings. 

*Marking Scheme: 

 

Distribution of Marks 

(a) NOTE- MAKING                                               4 Marks 

•TITLE                                                                     1 Mark 

•Content (minimum 3 headings and sub-headings, with proper indentation and notes)2 Marks 

•Abbreviation / Symbols (with key) - any four       1 Mark 

FORMAT:   

 

(b) SUMMARIZING: (80 Words) 

Marking Scheme             4 Marks  

•Content -                   2 Marks 

•Expression & Grammatical Accuracy - 2 Marks 

N. B. 

* If a student has attempted only summary or only notes, due credit should be given. 

*01(one) mark allotted for the title be given if a student has written the title.  

 * Content must be divided into heading and sub- headings. 

*Any title, main points and sub- points may be accepted if they are indicative of the candidate‘s 

understanding of the given passage, and the notes include the main points, with suitable and 

recognizable abbreviations. 

*Complete sentences are not to be accepted as notes. (In such cases ½ - 1 mark may be deducted 

from marks awarded to the content) 

Numbering of points may be indicated in different ways, as long as a consistent pattern is 

followed. 

*Students are required to write a paragraph using the main points listed in the notes.                  

Complete sentences are used. They are logically and cohesively linked together with the help of 

suitable linkers. Do not use abbreviations and symbols in the summary. 

*The summary should include all the important points given in the notes. 

                   IMPORTANT POINTS: 
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1. Use the NOTES made to draft the summary. 

2. Join the points & make them into complete sentences. 

3. Write short sentences. 

4. Join the sentences using words like-and; not only; but also; such that; moreover, they may help 

with the overall structure and flow of the summary. 

5. Follow the word limit. (80 words) 

6. Make sure that you use your own words as far as possible. This means that you should 

summarize and interpret information; never copy whole ‗chunks‘ from the passage. 

7. Don‘t put your opinions, ideas or interpretations into the summary.  

Re-read your summary and make sure that you have accurately represented the author‘s ideas 

and key points. 

8. Revise your summary for style, grammar and punctuation. Correct all the errors in 

composition and rewrite it, if needed. 

9. In fact, a good summary should give ideas, facts or points in the order in which they are given 

in the original text. 

Time management  

Time management is very important because the paper is quite lengthy and one often loses much 

time in the Reading Section while attempting Note - Making. Time management is the process of 

planning and exercising conscious control of time spent on specific activities, especially to 

increase effectiveness, efficiency, and productivity. Using time effectively gives the person 

"choice" on spending/managing activities at their own time and expediency. Brevity is the soul 

of wit. 

 

Time Required: 22 Minutes  

*05-06 minutes to read & comprehend the passage (focusing on T3 = Title, Tense & Theme) 

*03-04 minutes for second reading & identifying the main points/heading & sub- headings etc. 

*10 minutes to write the answer (note – making & summarizing) 

*02 minutes to revise and make corrections, if needed. 

****************************************************************************** 

Passages for Note- Making 

                                                  SOLVED PASSAGE-1 

2. Read the passage given below:  

1. Artificial intelligence (AI) is making a difference to how legal work is done, but it isn‘t the 

threat it is made out to be. AI is making impressive progress and shaking up things all over the 

world today. The assumption that advancements in technology and artificial intelligence will 

render any profession defunct is just that, an assumption and a false one. The only purpose this 

assumption serves is creating mass panic and hostility towards embracing technology that is 

meant to make our lives easier.  

2. Let us understand what this means explicitly for the legal world. The ambit of AI includes 

recognizing human speech and objects, making decisions based on data, and translating 

languages. Tasks that can be defined as ‗search-and-find‘ type can be performed by AI.  

3. Introducing AI to this profession will primarily be for the purpose of automating mundane, 

tedious tasks that require negligible human intelligence. The kind of artificial intelligence that is 

employed by industries in the current scene, when extended to law will enable quicker services at 

a lower price. AI is meant to automate a number of tasks that take up precious working hours 

lawyers could be devoting to tasks that require discerning, empathy, and trust- qualities that 

cannot be replicated by even the most sophisticated form of AI. The legal profession is one of the 

oldest professions in the world. Thriving over a 1000 years; trust, judgment, and diligence are the 

pillars of this profession. The most important pillar is the relationship of trust between a lawyer 

and clients, which can only be achieved through human connection and interaction.  

4. While artificial intelligence can be useful in scanning and organizing documents pertaining to 

a case, it cannot perform higher-level tasks such as sharp decision-making, relationship-building 
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with valuable clients and writing legal briefs, advising clients, and appearing in court. These are 

over and above the realm of computerization. 

5. The smooth proceeding of a case is not possible without sound legal research. While 

presenting cases lawyers need to assimilate information in the form of legal research by referring 

to a number of relevant cases to find those that will favour their client‘s motion. Lawyers are 

even required to thoroughly know the opposing stand and supporting legal arguments they can 

expect to prepare a watertight defense strategy. AI, software that operates on natural language 

enables electronic discovery of information relevant to a case, contract reviews, and automation 

generation of legal documents. 

6. AI utilizes big-data analytics which enables visualization of case data. It also allows for 

creation of a map of the cases which were cited in previous cases and their resulting verdicts, as 

per the website Towards Data Science. The probability of a positive outcome of a case can be 

predicted by leveraging predictive analytics with machine learning. This is advantageous to firms 

as they can determine the return on investment in litigation and whether an agreement or 

arbitration should be considered. (484 Words)  

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and 

sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum four) and a format 

you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.                                     4 Marks 

(b) Write a summary of the passage in about 80 Words.                                           4 Marks 

 

2. (a) NOTES: 

Title: Artificial Intelligence: Not a threat 

1. Not a threat 

1.1 is a help  

1.2 makes life easier  

1.3 No prof. defunct  

2. AI - help legal field  

2.1 recog. human speech and object  

2.2 making decisions based on data  

2.3 translate lang.  

2.4 do search and find tasks  

3. AI can‟t perform high level tasks like 

 3.1 writing legal briefs  

3.2 advising clients  

3.3 appearing in courts  

3.4 sharp decision making 

4. Function of AI  

4.1 collates data  

4.2 predicts probable outcomes  

4.3 tell return on investment  

4.4 considering agreement or arb. 

 

                          KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

Word                                                   Abbreviation 

1. Artificial Intelligence                               AI 

2. Profession                                                 prof. 

3. Recognizing                                              recog.  

4. Language                                                   lang. 

5. Arbitration                                                 arb. 
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2. (b) Summary  

Artificial Intelligence is not a threat but makes life easier especially in the legal field. It cannot 

perform certain high level tasks like writing legal briefs, advising clients, making sharp decisions 

and appearing in courts. It can collate data, aid research and decisions based on data, recognize 

human speech and translate languages. It can also predict probable outcomes, tell return on 

investment, consider agreement or arbitration and is thus advantageous to legal firms. 

SOLVED PASSAGE – 2 

2. Read the passage given below: 

1. A good business letter is one that gets results. The best way to get results is to develop a letter 

that, in its appearance, style and content, conveys information efficiently. To perform this 

function, a business letter should be concise, clear and courteous. 

2. The business letter must be concise: don‘t waste words. Little introduction or preliminary chat 

is necessary. Get to the point, make the point, and leave it. It is safe to assume that your letter is 

being read by a very busy person with all kinds of papers to deal with. Re-read and revise your 

message until the words and sentences you have used are precise. This takes time, but is a 

necessary part of a good business letter. A short business letter that makes its point quickly has 

much more impact on a reader than a long-winded, rambling exercise in creative writing. This 

does not mean that there is no place for style and even, on occasion, humour in the business 

letter. While it conveys a message in its contents, the letter also provides the reader with an 

impression of you, its author: the medium is part of the message. 

3. The business letter must be clear. You should have a very firm idea of what you want to say, 

and you should let the reader know it. Use the structure of the letter—the paragraphs, topic 

sentences, introduction and conclusion- to guide the reader point by point from your thesis, 

through your reasoning, to your conclusion. Paragraph often, to break up the page and to lend an 

air of organization to the letter. Use an accepted business -letter format. Re-read what you have 

written from the point of view of someone who is seeing it for the first time, and be sure that all 

explanations are adequate, all information provided (including reference numbers, dates, and 

other identification). A clear message, clearly delivered, is the essence of business 

communication. 

4. The business letter must be courteous. Sarcasm and insults are ineffective and can often work 

against you. If you are sure you are right, point that out as politely as possible, explain why you 

are right, and outline what the reader is expected to do about it. Another form of courtesy is 

taking care in your writing and typing of the business letter. Grammatical and spelling errors 

(even if you call them typing errors) tell a reader that you don‘t think enough of him or can lower 

the reader‘s opinion of your personality faster than anything you say, no matter how idiotic. 

There are excuses for ignorance; there are no excuses for sloppiness. 

5. The business letter is your custom-made representative. It speaks for you and is a permanent 

record of your message. It can pay big dividends on the time you invest in giving it a concise 

message, a clear structure, and a courteous tone. 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and 

sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum four) and a format 

you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.                    4 Marks 

(b)Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.                            4 Marks 

 

2. (a) Title: Writing a Business Letter 

Notes: 

1.Features of a good business letter 

1.1 conveys info efficiently  

1.2  concise 

1.3  clear 

1.4 courteous 
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2. How to write a good business letter 

2.1 making letter concise 

2.1.1 Intro- brief 

2.1.2 precise words & sentences 

2.2 short letter - more effective 

2.3 style is imp.- have humour 

3. Achieving clarity 

3.1 Have a clear idea  

3.1.1 structure - intro & conclusion 

3.1.2 use accepted format 

3.2 check facts, explanations, ref. 

4. Being courteous 

4.1 avoid sarcasm /insults 

4.2 Careful writing & typing 

4.3 avoid  errors 

5.Importance of business letter 

5.1 a representative 

5.2 permanent record of message 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

Word                     Abbreviation 

1. information                  info    

2. introduction                 intro. 

3. important                      imp. 

4. references                      ref.   

 

 

2 (b) SUMMARY                                                                                    

A good business letter is that lends you positive and quality results. A business letter should be 

effective in appearance, style and content. Apart from this a letter should be concise, clear and 

courteous. The business letter should be to the point, clear to the reader with an impression of 

you. The structure of letter should have topic sentence, introduction and paragraphs to 

conclusion. Avoid sarcasm and insults that can work against your motive. Furthermore grammar 

and spelling errors need to be avoided.     

 

                                                         SOLVED PASSAGE: 3 

2. Read the passage given below:  

1. Many have labelled the prevailing drought situation as a man-made disaster. Towns and 

villages over large parts of the country are desperate for water. Many are dependent on periodic 

tanker supplies ferried across considerable distances. As summer advances, communities may be 

compelled to migrate unless help comes their way. 

2. Rainfall is often erratic and unevenly distributed over space and time. Many regions regularly 

experience recurrent drought and/or flood as part of their normal hydrological cycle. Droughts, 

like floods, are therefore no surprise. It can be mitigated, even averted, by drought-proofing and, 

like flood, must be appropriately managed as and when it occurs. 

3. Population growth and development aimed at enhancing the quality of life entails larger water 

use. This is subjecting India to increase seasonal and regional water stress, with deteriorating 

water quality being an aggravating factor. Water conservation at all times and places, improved 

water management and maintaining water quality are therefore critical. 

4. These measures are not necessarily mutually exclusive and each has certain costs and benefits. 

The objective should be to secure optimality. The notion that rainwater harvesting, groundwater 

recharge and sound water management by themselves can provide a complete or sufficient 
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answer to India‘s water needs is mistaken. Pursued as a panacea that obviates the need for large 

dams, it could rob the country of vital insurance against disaster. 

5. It is wholly fallacious to argue that if hundreds of large dams (over 15 metres high) have not 

averted the drought this year, the hugely demonized Sardar Sarovar, for instance, will make no 

difference. The simple answer is that the hundreds of dams and storages on local rain-fed rivers 

and smaller conservation works and traditional systems must fail if the rains fail. Deserted 

villages are mute testimony to this truth. 

6. Sufficient rain must first fall before it can be harvested in situ. North Gujarat, Saurashtra and 

Kutch suffer aridity. But the Narmada rises over 1300 kilometres away in a relatively high 

rainfall region. If it‘s abundant flood waters are stored, these can be diverted from the terminal 

Sardar Sarovar dam to the very areas of Gujarat most troubled by drought. Gujarat‘s allotted 

share of nine million acre feet of water—or even half that quantum— would have averted much 

of the present distress had the dam height reached 110 metres when the canals would begin to 

flow and generate energy. 

7. The distribution system is far advanced and would have guaranteed drinking water, fodder and 

livelihood to millions. It would have recharged groundwater and filled hundreds of village ponds 

and depressions en route. 

8. Dams are not a unique or absolute solution. But it is a dangerous mantra that small is 

beautiful, big is bad. The two go together. The country has a huge task ahead to manage its water 

resources sensibly, optimally and equitably. This is what the nation must address unitedly 

without losing more time in futile, wholly unproductive arguments. The present drought is both a 

crisis and an opportunity. Which shall it be? 

 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and 

sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum four) and a format 

you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.                 4 Marks 

(b)Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.                         4 Marks 

 

 

2. (a) Title: Managing Country‘s Water Crisis 

1. Effects of Drought  

(a) towns & villages desperate for water  

(b) periodic tanker supply 

(c) migr. in summer 

2. Causes  of Drought 

(a) erratic& uneven rainfall 

(b) population Growth & dvlpmt. 

(c) deter.- water quality 

3. Measures to Overcome Drought  

(a) water conservation  

(b) improved water mgmt. 

(c) maintaining water quality 

(d) harvesting rain water 

(e) recharging ground water 

(f) storage – micro to mega 

4. Water Management by Dams  

(a) storage& proper distribution 

(i) drinking Water  

(ii) fodder 

(iii) livelihood 

(b) supplements trad. measures 

(i) recharging Ground water  
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(ii) filling village ponds & depressions 

5. Ideal Solution 

(a) dams& trad. measures 

(b) Sensible mgmt. 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

Word                           Abbreviation 

1. migration                         migr. 

2. deteriorating                    deter. 

3. management                     mgmt. 

4. traditional                          trad. 

5. development                    dvlpmt. 

 

2. (b)  SUMMARY: Drought is manmade disaster. Towns and villages desperate of water get 

periodic taker supply. In summer due to lack of sufficient supply people have to migrate. 

Drought causes due to uneven rainfall, large use of water by large population. To overcome 

drought - water conservation, water management, rain water harvesting and recharging of the 

ground water should be promoted. Hundreds of dams and storage on local rain fed rivers and 

small traditional manners can also reduce the problem of water drought. 

 

PRACTICE PASSAGE – 1 

2. Read the passage given below:   

 

1. Words and the manner they are used is significant. Words can be described as medicine- they 

can cure or heal but if used improperly we will become unhealthy. Constant use of violent words 

will disturb our mental balance and we will end up becoming stressful.  

 

2. Use of appropriate language and words that are positive in nature are keys to nonviolent 

communication. It should also be noted words may have different meanings and interpretations 

in different cultures. We must remember that through language and communication we can see 

the heart of a people. It means that language makes it possible to express feelings, emotions, 

views, ideas, opinions, perceptions as well as judgment about people, objects, places, things, 

information and situations.  

 

3. Inappropriate use of language and words can contribute to conflicts while use of nonviolent 

expressions can help in resolution of conflicts. An eminent scholar had aptly said, ‗‗Language is 

the key to the heart of a people‘‘. Language is hence a purely human and non-instinctive method 

of communicating ideas, emotions and desires.  

 

4. While you read this section, think of the last time when you had tiff with your friend and you 

ended up using inappropriate language. Could you have used some different words which 

wouldn‘t have hurt your friend?  

 

5. If we reflect closely, we will realize that many a times we use words and language that 

suffocates others. But we can still express our feelings by using different phrases and language. 

It all boils down on the words that we are using in our communication and the style of our 

delivery. Here is an interesting example one is tempted to share.  

 

6. Sometime back one was with a senior. He wanted his driver to take a courier packet. He called 

his driver and asked his driver if he was available. The driver came. He then politely asked him if 

by taking the courier packet he would not be burdened. Defenseless by this true approach of 

nonviolent communication, the driver promptly responded that he would not be burdened by 

taking the courier packet.  
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7. The senior could have ordered the driver as he was the boss. But instead he relied on using 

nonviolent communication. Such approaches strengthen relationships and mutual respect.  

Again, think of a scenario where you want certain things from an acquaintance. If you are using 

aggressive language, that may put off that person. However, if you use positive nonviolent 

communication, you could end up succeeding in getting your request fulfilled.  

                                 (Source: Non Violent Communications, Gandhi Smriti & Darshan Samiti) 

 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and 

sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum four) and a format 

you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.                 4 Marks 

(b)Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.                         4 Marks 

 

PRACTICE PASSAGE – 2 

2. Read the passage given below:   

1. Good decoration reflects the personality of the people who live in the home. It should, first of 

all, be distinctive, just as each person is distinctive. A home should have unity not only within 

each room but also throughout the house. Rooms should, to some degree, harmonize with each 

other. The colour and styling of each room, particularly, should fit into the colour and styling of 

the rooms which run out of it. 

2. Attractive home furnishings set the stage for pleasant living. If they are an expression of 

yourself, you will have a feeling of satisfaction every time you enter your home, and friends will 

share your enjoyment. 

3. However, furnishings and surroundings expressive of just the right note of restfulness, gay 

informality, or elegant simplicity are not often assembled by accident. Even enthusiasm alone is 

not enough. For most home decorators, it takes poring over plans, trying colour schemes, finding 

ingenious ways to make the best of what you have, and shopping around to search out just the 

right purchases at prices you can afford to pay. But there is keen pleasure in striving for the 

perfect result, and great satisfaction in achieving it. 

4. A successful house and successful rooms will depend upon the proper relationship of each 

element in it to the others and to the whole. Therefore, in selecting each piece it is well to 

consider the background, the usage, the draperies, the floor covering, the upholstering materials, 

the woods, shapes, colour scheme, and the ―feeling‖ you prefer for the room. 

5. Work and plan to enjoy your house. Limit the expenditures of time, effort and money to the 

extent of your abilities, so that just running the house doesn‘t dominate your life. Elegance and 

delicate things may be a drain you can afford only in a limited way. If you can‘t afford outside 

help, select a house and furnishings that require less care. Plan your activities so that tumult and 

upset are limited to a few rooms—an activity room or a bedroom, or a comer of the dining room. 

6. You‘ll get more pleasure out of a house if you have a hobby connected with it—collecting 

glass or antiques, gardening or indoor flower growing ceramics, art, cooking, decorating, flower 

arrangements, etc. And you‘ll get more satisfaction and a great deal of help from studying 

household activities. 

7. You can select a pleasing combination of colours from wallpaper, a fabric, a mug, a flower or           

scene, or even a picture in a magazine. If you don‘t already have the furniture or mugs, it is a 

good idea to make up a colour scheme in this way. Let one colour predominate. Limit a colour 

scheme to two or three colours, with white or gray tones. 

 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and 

sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum four) and a format 

you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.                  4 Marks 

(b)Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.                          4 Marks 

 

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 3 
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2. Read the passage given below:   

1.  The recently concluded Kyoto Conference on the production of gases with a greenhouse 

effect on the environment has again brought into focus the issue involving the 

chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) 

2. These are widely used for their cooling and propelling actions in equipment such as air- 

conditioners, fire extinguishers and refrigerators. Most of the CFCs are non-toxic, inert and non-

inflammable, therefore, ideal for both domestic and commercial use. In medicine, their use is 

widespread for general purposes listed above. More specifically, they are used as propellants for 

inhalational drugs commonly used by patients with asthma and other lung diseases. Millions of 

patients using metered dose inhalers (MDI) are thus dependent on CFCs—until CFC-free 

inhalers become available. 

3. The inhalational therapies, which almost revolutionized the management of asthma, are 

apparently in danger. It was in the 1970s when the scientists first discovered that the CFCs were 

dangerous for the environment. CFCs released in the environment are broken down by the 

sunlight to release chlorine atoms. It is the chlorine atom which destroys the ozone layer present 

about 40 km above the earth. The effect is so potent that one atom of chlorine can destroy up to 

100000 molecules of ozone. 

4. The normally present ozone layer prevents the entry of the extra-terrestrial rays on the earth. A 

hole created in this protective umbrella allows the harmful ultraviolet and other rays to pass 

unfiltered. This phenomenon is commonly referred to as the greenhouse effect resulting in global 

warming. The size of the hole which was supposedly of a football ground until a few years ago 

has grown to that of Antarctica. That in itself speaks of the enormity of the problem. 

5. The contribution of CFC propellants used in medicine to the greenhouse effect is negligible. 

CFCs used in inhalers are less than 0.5 per cent of its total worldwide use. In fact, propulsion of a 

single satellite in space releases more chlorine than that by the worldwide use of MDIs for a 

whole year. Even the Montreal Protocol which introduced total ban on CFCs had spared the 

essential uses such as that for MDIs. 

6. But a ban on CFCs for most of their uses is bound to affect their inhalational therapy. 

Production of CFCs is likely to stop in the near future. Moreover, a relative scarcity of CFCs is 

likely to greatly increase the costs of inhalers. Alternative approaches, therefore, are immediately 

required. 

7. Inhalational therapy is now established as an important method of administration of drugs. It is 

certainly the mainstay for treatment of asthma. But several other drugs, including antibiotics are 

administered in inhaled forms. CFCs are required only when a drug is available in a premixed 

form in a canister for direct inhalation. But drugs, other than those for asthma are not available as 

ready-made inhalers. Most of those drugs, including many used for asthma as well, are given by 

nebulization which involves the use of compressed air (or oxygen) to change the liquid solution 

into a vapour-form. But nebulization does not solve the problem as it cannot replace the inhalers. 

 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and 

sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum four) and a format 

you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.                 4 Marks 

(b)Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.                         4 Marks 

************************************************************** 
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Section „B‟ Writing Skills: Short Compositions: 50 words for Question No.3 

NOTICE WRITING 

A notice is a written or printed formal announcement. It is written in order to inform a large 

number of people about something that has happened or is about to happen. It could be an 

upcoming event or competition. Notice is written in third person as it is a formal piece of 

announcement to be delivered to the targeted audience. Notices are factual and to-the-point.  

 Format: 

A notice should contain all the necessary details such as: 

1. Name of the issuing agency or Institution /school.  

2.  NOTICE  (In bold letters) 

3. Date of issue/release of the notice in left corner preferably  

4.  Title/Subject of the Event (what?) 

5. BODY-Date/time/duration/Place/Venue (when and where?) 

6. Authorized signatory: Name and signature (contact details) 

 Name of the issuing agency/authority 

                                                                NOTICE 
Date of issue/Release of the notice 

Title/Subject of the Event 

BODY 

(Date/time/duration/Place/Venue) 

Authorized signatory  

(Name, Designation and signature)  

Notice writing - breakup of marks for notice writing as per CBSE guidelines is as follows: 

 

Format 01 mark 

Content 02 marks 

Expression O1 mark 

Total 04 marks 

 

Please follow the given tips while attempting a question based on Notice writing format: 

 Do not cross the word limit to avoid penalty of marks. The prescribed word limit is 50 

words. 

 Repetition of any information should be avoided. 

 Always enclose the notice in a box. Make sure you draw the box with a pencil. 

 Keep your notice short, crisp and to-the-point. 

 Highlight the word ―NOTICE‖ and ―TITLE‖. It can be either bold or underlined. 

 The title should be captivating and eye-catching. 

 Don‘t make hypothetical information and facts. Make use of what‘s given in the question. 

 Make sure you do not mention your personal information. 

 Use all the available information in the question. 
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 Your answer shall include answers to all the 5 W‘s – What, Why, When, Where and 

Who. 

 The purpose for which it is being written should be stated clearly. 

 Focus on presentation and clarity. 

Question 1: Water supply will be suspended for eight hours (10 am to 6 pm) on 6
th

 of March for 

cleaning of the water tank. Write a notice in about 50 words advising the residents to store water 

for a day. You are Karan Kumar/Karuna Bajaj, Secretary, Janata Group Housing Society, Palam 

Vihar, Kurnool.                                                    

Answer: 

Janata Group Housing Society, Palam Vihar, Kurnool. 
 

                                                                     NOTICE 

March 01, 2020 

                                                       Suspension of Water Supply 

 

This is to inform all the residents of the society that the Water supply will be suspended for 

eight hours (10 am to 6 pm) on 6
th

 of March for cleaning of the water tank. It is also advised to 

store sufficient water for the use during the Water Supply suspension period.  For further details 

contact the undersigned. 

 

Karan Kumar/ Karuna Bajaj 

Secretary 

 

Question.2: You are Rahul /Rashmi, the President of the Literary Club of St. Thomas Public 

School Lucknow. The Literary Club has decided to organize an inter-school debate competition 

on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the school. Write a notice in about 50 words, 

informing the students of your school about the competition. 

 Answer: 

                                ST. THOMAS PUBLIC SCHOOL LUCKNOW   

                                                             NOTICE 

Feb.10,2020 

 Inter-school Debate Competition 

All the students are informed hereby that the Literary Club of the school is going to organize an 

inter-school debate competition on: “Nuclear Armament is India‟s best defence against 

cross-border terrorism‖ on 18 Feb, 2020 to mark the occasion of the Silver Jubilee 

celebrations of the school from 11.00 AM in School Auditorium. Those who wish to take part in 

it may get them registered to undersigned latest by 15 Feb positively. For details contact the 

undersigned. 

 

Rahul /Rashmi 

President of the Literary Club 
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2. Advertisement Writing 

An advertisement is a public announcement made through a popular medium like newspapers, 

magazines, television, radio and the cinema. An advertisement may be displayed on a placard as 

well. It is non-personal, oral or visual message regarding a product, a service or an idea. 

 

Purpose: An advertisement attracts immediate attention of the public. It is a very potent tool for 

promoting sales or services. It is used to influence the minds, tastes and even motives of the 

masses. Remember, an advertisement is a play of words. It must be very attractive to catch the 

eye of the reader. 

The breakup of 4 marks for the question on Advertisement writing, as per CBSE guidelines is 

as follows: 

Format   (heading) 01 mark 

Content 02 marks 

Expression 01 mark 

Total 04 marks 

  

There are two kinds of Advertisements: 

1. Classified  

2. Commercial or Display  

                                           2.1 Classified Advertisement 

A Classified advertisement is written by an employer who is looking for the services of a 

person in his organization or to sell/purchase/rent any property or for many other purposes. 

ADVERTISEMENT                              PURPOSE 

SITUATION VACANT This advertisement is drafted by an employer who is looking for 

the services of a person in his organization / company. 

SITUATION WANTED This is written by someone seeking for a particular job. 

FOR SALE This is written in an attempt to sell property, assets,  goods, etc. 

FOR PURCHASE When someone wants to purchase any property 

TO LET This is written by a person who wants to let out flat or house. 

ACCOMODATION 

WANTED 

Written by the ones looking for a place for accommodation. 

MATRIMONIALS This is written while looking for prospective marriage candidates 
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MISSING This is written in case any object/person/pet goes missing giving 

descriptive details for the same. 

 Tips for writing Classified Advertisement 

1. When you're writing an advertisement, every word counts. Being too vague or wordy will 

cause people to skim your advertisement instead of pausing to read it, so the same writing 

tenets apply no matter what type of advertisement you're writing. 

2.  It should begin with a heading in bold or upper case letters. 

3.  The language should be according to the audience we are referring to. For example- If 

you want to sell something to the youngsters, the words chosen shall be good enough to 

attract them. 

4. Do not use the same descriptive characteristics for every type of advertisement. For 

example- In Situation Wanted case, calling for receptionist applications, one must use 

words that are indicative of the personality and communication skills you are looking for. 

On the other hand, for hiring a tech executive, it is imperative you ask for skills limited to 

the IT department. 

5. Do not use full sentences. The prescribed limit is 50 words and in order to make your 

advertisement loaded with information about the topic, you have to manage your words 

carefully. 

6. Always add contact details in the end either in the form of contact no., email id or both.  

7. It should always be in a box made with sharpened pencil. 

8. It should be neat and clean with good presentation. 

 Classified Advertisement Examples: 

1. Principal, Sunrise Global School, Agra requires a receptionist for her school. Draft a 

suitable advertisement in about 50 words to be published in the classified columns of a 

national newspaper giving all the necessary details of qualifications and experience 

required for the receptionist. (CBSE 2016) 

 Answer: 

                                               SITUATION VACANT  

REQUIRED a young, dynamic, smart, charismatic and friendly female receptionist for Sunrise 

Global School, Agra. Attractive salary with fringe benefits and Healthy work environment. 

Fresh graduates having honours or equivalent degree in English with good communication skills 

can apply by sending their cover letter and resume till March 30 on the mentioned 

id: abc123@gmail.com. For queries, contact: 98100XXXXX 

 

2. You are General Manager, Hotel Dosa, Gurgaon. You need a lady Front Office Assistant 

with sound knowledge of computers. She must be a graduate and good in communication 

skills with pleasing manners. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words to be 

published in Gurgaon Times. 

                                              SITUATION VACANT 

REQUIRED a female Front Office Assistant with sound knowledge of computers in 

Hotel Dosa, Gurgaon. The candidate must be a graduate and good in communication 

skills with pleasing manners. Experienced applicant preferred. Salary negotiable. 

Interested candidates may submit their Bio-data before 10th March,2020 at Hotel Dosa 

Reception. For further details contact us at 3456436764 in between 2.00 PM to 4.00 PM . 
 

 

 

mailto:abc123@gmail.com


 
 

33 
 

3. You are Vikram/Sonia, an Hon‘s graduate in history with specialization in Medieval India. 

You are well acquainted with places of historical interest in Delhi, Agra and Jaipur. You 

are looking for the job of tourist guide. Write an advertisement in about 50 words for the 

situations wanted column of a local newspaper. Your contact no.999751234.  (CBSE 

2017) 

Answer: 

                                                  SITUATION WANTED 

BA (Hons) History topper, Vikram/Sonia, with specialization in Medieval India is looking 

for the job of a tourist guide. Age 22 years. Fluent in Hindi and English. Well-acquainted 

with places of historical interest in Delhi, Agra and Jaipur. Good communication skills, 

persuasion skills and charming personality. Expected salary- 30,000pm. Contact no.: 

999751234 and email-id: abc123@gmail.com. 

4. You are Muskan of 29/11, New Friends Colony, New Delhi. You are very much qualified 

and experienced in the art of dance and music in western culture and are over-anxious to 

teach this art of the girl students. Draft and advertisement on this account for publication in 

a local daily in about 50 words. 

Answer: 

SITUATION WANTED 
A well-qualified and experienced professional, with a Post-Graduate degree in western 

music and dance, is much anxious to teach her art to the girls in the evening between 5 

PM to 7 PM. There is a special laboratory for teaching work; Groups are in full swing 

during the morning session, Very moderate charges. Interested candidate may contact 

Miss Muskan, Director, Western Musical Art 29/11, New Friends Colony, New Delhi & 

ring: 25958211. 

 

 

5. You are Harish/Harshita of 12, Seva Nagar, Pune. You want to sell your flat as you are 

shifting to another city for work. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 words 

to be published in The Pune Times under the classified columns.  (CBSE 2018) 

Answer: 

 FOR SALE 

Flat No. 12, Seva Nagar, Pune. Ground floor with two bedrooms having attached 

bathrooms, car parking available, park facing, best location, friendly neighbours, 24 hour 

power and water supply, low maintenance charges and  reasonable price. For further 

details, contact: Harish/Harshita 98100XXXXX 

6. You are Ram/Rajani. Draft a classified advertisement, in not more than 50 words, to be 

published in India Times for the sale of a used motor car giving all the necessary details. 

You can be contacted at 12345679. (CBSE 2017 COMPARTMENT) 

Answer: 

                                                               FOR SALE 
Available black Maruti SWIFT Dzire, ZXI, year 2016, self-driven, cautiously used, scratch 

less with a stereo and perfectly working air-conditioner. No  scratches, Beautiful upholstery, 

good condition, Interested may contact: Ram /Rajni , 12345679 

7. You are Karan Kumar/ Karuna Bajaj, a leading lawyer practicing in Surat. You want to 

buy an independent house at City Light Road to be used as office-cum-residence. Draft an 

advertisement in about 50 words for the classified columns of a local newspaper. You can 

be contacted at 45645678. (CBSE 2016) 

mailto:abc123@gmail.com
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Answer: 

                                                         FOR PURCHASE 

Required an Independent house at City Light Road to be used as office-cum-residence, 

medium-sized, preferably the corner one, fully-furnished and ready to move in. Reasonably 

priced. Interested may contact Karan Kumar/ Karuna Bajaj: 45645678 

  

8. You are S.K. Joshi, 30-C, Janakpuri, New Delhi. You want to purchase a second-hand 

Hero Honda motor-bike. Draft a suitable advertisement in about 50 words for publication 

in a local daily.  

                                                    FOR PURCHASE 
Wanted a second hand Hero Honda motor cycle 1999 or 2000 model in excellent 

running condition. Average around 40 kms per litre. Complete Documents. Tax paid. 

Price not to exceed 26,000. Interested parties to contact. S.K. Joshi, 30-C, Janakpuri, 

New Delhi. Phone 25763434. 

 

9. You are Aman / Shalini of 98, Vijay VIhar, Haryana. You wish to let out your newly built 

house. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words to be published under the 

classified column ‗To Let‘ of Hindustan Times giving all necessary details. 

 

Answer: 
                                                                      TO LET 

Available on rent-basis, a newly built house in Vijay Vihar consisting Four bedrooms with 

attached baths, a drawing-cum-dining room, a large kitchen, and a balcony. Garage with car 

parking facility also provided. Rent expected to be around 50,000-70,000 p.m. Family 

preferred. Contact mobile number – 7503391356 or Shalini, 98, Vijay VIhar, Gurgaon, 

Haryana. 

 

10. You want to rent out your newly constructed flat in the heart of the city. Draft an 

advertisement in more than 50 words to be published in 'The Deccan Herald', Bengaluru 

under the classified column. Give all the necessary details. You are Mohan/Mahima of 

Jayanagar, Bengaluru. 

                                                             TO LET 

 

Available on rent basis, a fully furnished, three bedroom flat located in the heart of the 

city, Dwarika. A drawing hall and balconies on both sides. 24-hour water and power 

supply. Parking facility also available. Nearest Railway station just 1 km away. For 

further details contact Mr. Mohan, 1-4-C Jayanagar, Bangaluru.  Mob. 9785608877 in 

between 2.00 PM to 6.00 PM. 

11. You are General Manager of EVL Company which requires Posh bungalows on company 

base, as guest houses. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words under classified 

columns to be published in 'The New India Express'. 

                                             ACCOMODATION WANTED 

 

REQUIRED a posh Bungalow on rent basis in the area of Pratap Nagar, Delhi to be used 

as company guest house. Bungalow will be rented by EVL company. Bungalow owner 
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may contact Ashish, General Manager, EVL Company, Surat Nagar, Delhi  at 

7865666677 in between 2.00 PM to 4,00 PM on any working day . 

 

12. You are Jay/Jaya, interested in purchasing a second-hand flat. Draft an advertisement in not 

more than 50 words to be published in the classified column of a local daily giving the 

details of your requirement. Your contact number is 9012341234. 

                             ACCOMMODATION WANTED 
Wanted a second hand 2-bed room flat in main city, well furnished with all basic 

amenities, should be located near bus stop and prominent market. Immediate purchase. 

Price negotiable. Interested owner (dealer excused) can contact Ms. Jaya at mobile No. 

9012341234 between 12 noon to 6 p.m. 

 

13. You are looking for a suitable match for your sister. Write the particulars of girls and ask 

for the particulars of the prospective bridegroom. Your written account should be suitable 

for entry in the ‗Matrimonial Columns‘ of a newspaper. 
Answer: 

 
GROOM WANTED 

Engineer/Doctor/Executive match from a decent family for a beautiful, slim, charming 

and attractive featured girl belonging to Punjabi Malik and valued family she is 23, 179 

cm working as a Lecturer in Delhi University drawing a salary of Rs. 20,— Father is in 

government service drawing salary in five figures. Please contact post Box No 5185, The 

Hindustan Times, New Delhi. 

 
14. Your younger brother aged 5 has been missing for the last three days. Draft an 

advertisement in not more than 50 words for the Missing person column of a local 

newspaper. You are Ram/Rama. Contact number 9310700000. 

Answer: 

                                                          MISSING  
Krishna, a 5-year old boy, 85 cms. Fair complexion, round face, the well-built physique 

has been missing from Golf Links, New Delhi since 16
th

 April 2020. He has a scar on his 

forehead. He is wearing a white shirt and blue shorts and was carrying a school bag when 

seen last. He speaks Hindi and Punjabi. The person giving any clue shall be suitably 

rewarded. Contact Ram/Rama at 9310700000. 

 

                               2.2 Commercial / Display Advertisements 

Commercial advertisements are inserted by leading manufacturers, establishments, organizations 

etc. for the publicity and promotion of their products, services or some events. 

Main Characteristics: 
 Designed for commercial purposes. 

 More space, more expensive in terms of the advertising costs. 

 Visually attractive — varying font size or shape. 

 Language: colourful and lucid — catchy slogans, punch lines, witty expressions and 

pictures or sketches. 

 Proportionate spacing. 

Essential Details: 
 Name of the company/institute/organizers, etc. 

 Details regarding the product/event/educational course etc. 

 Special offers of discount, if any 
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 Address of the company/institute/organizers, etc. 

Question 1: M/s Bright Vision has produced a new television named ‗Home Theatre‘. Draft an 

advertisement for a local daily to promote the sale of the television. Offer a Kodak Camera free 

along with the television to those who buy it before March 30. 

 

Question 2: On behalf of a young T.V. producer, draft an advertisement to attract young 

faces and cute kids to act in mega T.V. serial with multi star cast. 
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Questions for practice:  

Q. 1 Your school Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Bangalore is organizing a cultural evening to 

collect funds for the slum children. The Vice-Chancellor, Bangalore University has consented 

to be the Chief Guest on the occasion. Draft a notice in this connection to be displayed on your 

school notice board. Imagine you are the Rakesh Tilak, Cultural Secretary of your school.   

 

  Q.2 The Students‘ Council of ST. COLUMBIA’S SR. SECONDARY SCHOOL, LUCKNOW has decided to 

organize an excursion to Ajanta and Ellora for the students of classes XI and XII during winter 

break. As the President of the Council, write a notice in not more than 50 words telling the 

students about this excursion and inviting their names for joining it. You are Madhav/Madhavi. 

Hints for the above two questions: 

1. Name of the issuing agency or Institution /school.  

2.  NOTICE  (In bold letters) 

3. Date of issue/release of the notice in left corner preferably  

4.  Title/Subject of the Event (what?) 

5. BODY-Date/time/duration/Place/Venue (when and where?) 

6. Authorized signatory: Name and signature  

 

Q.3 You are the Managing Director of Varun Enterprises, a leading garments export house. You 

need two accountants for your Meerut office. Write an advertisement for the ‗Situation Vacant‘ 

column of a local daily. Invent other necessary details. 

Q.4 You are the Manager, Herbal India Ltd. Draft an advertisement for your company for the 

post of two Sales Executives, to be published in the local daily under the classified column 

―Situation Vacant‖. Specify the requirements like qualification, experience and personality of the 

candidates. 

Hints: for Q.3 & 4: Include these Essential Details: 

 Begin with ‗Wanted‘ or ‗Required‘. 

 State the name of the Company. 

 Mention the post and the number of vacancies. 

 State minimum qualifications and experience desired. 

 Give age, sex and preferential qualifications. 

 Mention pay scale and perks. 

 State the mode of applying clearly. 

 End with contact address and Phone numbers. 

Q.5 You are Shirish /Suman Saxena of 47, Mall Road, Shimla. You have seven years of 

experience as an expert executive. You seek an immediate change to some prestigious export 

house in Mumbai ! Bangalore. Draft a suitable advertisement for the ‗Situation Wanted‘ column 

of a National Daily. 

Q.6 You are Anil/Anu Verma of 257, Moti Nagar, New Delhi. You have just passed B.E. 

(Electrical) in first division from a prestigious Engineering College. You are in need of a job in 

or around Delhi. Write an advertisement for the ‗Situation Wanted‘ column of The Times of 

India. 

Hints for Q.5 & Q.6 

Here it is an individual who seeks a job. Include the following essential details: 
 Qualifications and experience. 

 Age and sex. 

 Nature of the job sought. 

 Minimum salary acceptable. 
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 Contact address and phone numbers. 

Q.7You are Ranjeet /Rekha of 751, Greater Kailash, New Delhi. You want to sell the first floor 

of your newly constructed house. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words for 

publication in The Indian Express under their classified column, marked, ‗For Sale‘. Include all 

relevant details like location, type of accommodation and contact address, including telephone 

number etc. 

 

Q.8 You are Amarnath of No. 26, Nai Sarak, New Delhi. You want to sell your car as you are 

leaving for abroad. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words for publication in The 

Times of India giving details of make, model, condition, expected range of price and giving your 

contact address as XYZ Tel. No. 26000981. 

 

Q.9You are Neha/ Nikhil of 21 Sector Chandigarh. You want to purchase a flat in South City 

DLF Colony. Draft an advertisement in about 5o words to be published under the classified 

column ―For Purchase‖ in a local daily giving all your requirements and your capacity to pay. 

 

Q.10 You are Ashok/Ashita of Sitapur, Lucknow. You have got a foreign assignment and would 

be going abroad soon. You have a television set and refrigerator to sell. Draft a suitable 

advertisement to be published in the classified columns of The Hindustan Times, Delhi. 

Hints for above Question 7 to Question 10: 

Essential Details (General) 

 Begin with for Sale/Purchase or Available/Wanted. 

 Mention the type of accommodation/Vehicle/Household item. 

 Give a brief physical description. 

 End with contact address & phone numbers. 

(a) Property: (Specific details) 

 Specify size, floor, number of rooms etc. 

 Mention fixtures and fittings. 

 Give the location and surroundings 

 Price expected/offered. 

(b) Vehicle: (Specific details) 

 State model/year of manufacturing. 

 Specify the condition/mileage done. 

 Give colour, accessories etc. 

 Price expected/offered. 

(c) Household goods: (Specific details) 

 Mention brand, model and year of manufacturing. 

 Specify material, in case of furniture. 

 Give the present condition. 

 Quote price offered/expected. 

 

Q.11 You are Anurag/Aparna of 110, Ashok Vihar, New Delhi and wish to let out a portion of 

your newly built house. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words for publication in the 

‗To Let‘ column of The Hindustan Times, giving all necessary details like location, type of 

accommodation to be rented out, rent expected, contact address including mobile number. 

 

Q.12 You are Anjali/ Aman . You want to let out a newly constructed flat in DDA Colony Agra. 

Prepare an advertisement to be published in a local daily under the classified column ―To Let‖. 

Invent other relevant details like location of the building, nature of accommodation, rent 

expected etc. 
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Q.13You are the General Manager of Spencers and Maxwell (P) Ltd. of Kolkata. You are 

looking for a suitable accommodation on rent to be used as branch office of your company. 

Write a suitable advertisement to be published under the classified column of a National daily.  

 

Q.14 You are B.C. Rajan of 65, Mayur Vihar-I, Delhi-110091. You want to set up a small 

furniture factory-cum-sales-room in Gurgaon/Ghaziabad. Draft an advertisement seeking a 

suitable building on rent. Your advertisement is to be published in the ‗Accommodation Wanted‘ 

columns of The Hindu. 

 

Hints for Q.11 to Q.14:  Essential Details: 

 Begin with ‗Available‘ or ‗Wanted‘. 

 State the type of accommodation to let or required on rent. 

 Give brief description of the accommodation. 

— Size, floor, No. of rooms etc. 

— Fixtures and fittings. 

— Location and surroundings. 

 Rent expected etc. 

 Contact address and phone number. 

Q.15 A highly placed IT professional settled in London seeks alliance with an exceptionally 

beautiful, educated, cultured and tall girl of status Punjabi family. Write a suitable advertisement 

for the ‗Matrimonial‘ column of a national daily. 

 

Q.16 Your younger brother, an MBA from IIT Bangalore, is working as Purchase Officer in an 

MNC. He seeks an alliance with an exceptionally beautiful, educated and cultured girl. Write a 

suitable advertisement for him for publication in The Hindustan Times. 

Hints:MATRIMONIALS 

Essential Details: 
 Begin with Wanted/Alliance or Proposal invited. 

 State boy/girl. 

 Educational/Professional qualifications. 

 Service/Profession — income. 

 Age, height, complexion, build. 

 Caste/sub caste — religion. 

 Qualities sought in partner. 

 End with Box No c/o the daily. 

Q.17 Your younger brother Sirish Mathur, aged 15, 145 cms tall, fair coloured with a scar on left 

forehead and dressed in blue jeans and white shirt has been missing for a week. Draft a suitable 

advertisement to be published under the classified column ‗Missing Persons‘ in a newspaper in 

about 50 words. 

 

Q.18 You are P.K. Bansal of 57 Rajendra, Park, New Delhi. Your pet dog is missing. Write an 

advertisement to be published under the classified column ‗Missing Pet Animals‘ of a local 

daily. 

 

Hints for Q.17 & 18: 

MISSING PERSONS/PET ANIMALS 
Essential Details (Common): 

 Begin with ‗Missing‘. 

 Give brief physical description. 

 Mention name, age & identifying features. 

 Since when/from where missing. 

 Reward offered. 
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 Contact address and phone number. 

(a) Person (specific) 
– Height, complexion, built. 

– Clothes 

(b) Pet (specific) 
– Breed, colour of fur/skin, etc. 

 

Q.19 On behalf of the Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of India, draft an 

advertisement to be published in a newspaper urging the people to obtain a ‗Pollution 

Under Control Certificate‘ for their vehicles. Point out the damage to respiratory system by 

dangerous gases such as carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide and hydrocarbons. 

 

Q.20 M/s WANG SUNG have produced a new washing machine named ―WASH WELL‘. Draft 

an advertisement for a local daily to promote the sale of the new model. Offer a Diwali bonanza: 

free Philips transistor. 

 

Hints for Q.19 & 20: Display /Commercial Advertisement 

 

Essential Details: 
 Name of the company/institute/organizers, etc. 

 Details regarding the product/event/educational course etc. 

 Special offers of discount, if any 

Address of the company/institute/organizers, etc. 

 

 POSTER-MAKING 

         Introduction  

• A poster is an informative piece of communication written to make an announcement or appeal, 

and to spread awareness among the public. It is made visually attractive to enhance its appeal. It is 

printed attractively to catch public attention.  

Purpose  

• To create social awareness among people  

• To announce an event/ programme   

Layout  

• It should be eye-catching  

• Slogans, quotations or jingles should be used  
• Some attractive sketches or visuals (very few) should be used  

• Different fonts and shapes should be used  

   Content  

• The theme or subject should be clear  

• Arrange content in an appealing manner  

• Mention relevant contact details  

• The name of issuing authority must be mentioned  

     

            Format of Poster  

                             • Use eye catching slogans  

 • No fixed pattern  

 • Any shape or font size  

 • Broad ideas no details  

                            Issued in public interest by - XYZ dept. 

 

Time Yourself: 6-8 minutes 

 



 
 

41 
 

Marking scheme: 

Format- title and name of Issuing Authority-1 M 

Content- (importance of topic, use of slogans, information related to topic, visuals etc)  -2 M 

Expression – (creativity, grammatical accuracy and spellings)-1M  

 

 

 

SOCIAL AWARENESS 

Content: Heading, catchy line/slogan, problem & cause, effects, solutions, any other additional 

information, issued in public interest by… 

Q1. Publically we proclaim that dowry is an evil. Privately we want our sons to fetch good 

dowries. Right from our school days we should be taught that demanding and even giving dowry 

is not only illegal but immoral. Draw a poster in about 50 words highlighting dowry as a curse. 

You are Vikram/ Vidhi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2. you were very upset about the reports on communal riots in various parts of the country. As 

a concerned social worker, design a poster in not more than 50 words, highlighting the 

importance of communal harmony. You are Rakesh/Radhika. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWRY: A SOCIAL EVIL, A CURSE 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWRY IS AN OFFENCE:  

 Demanding 

 Giving & Taking 

 Minimum Punishment: 5 years imprisonment; Rs 50,000 fine 

 

DEMANDING & GIVING DOWRY IS ILLEGAL & IMMORAL 

Issued in Public Interest by: Vikram 

 

Marriage 

is not a 

deal 

 

Be a 

Man, Not 

a Beggar 

                UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL 

COMMUNAL HARMONY FOR A STRONG NATION 

 

       Need for Communal Harmony: 

 Secular India                     * Strong India               * Unity in Diversity 

 

                                                WE ARE ONE 

# Respect all Religions     # Tolerance to all Faiths      # Live and Let Live 

 

PEACE IS IN OUR HANDS 

Issued in Public Interest by: Radhika 
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EVENT 

 

Content: Organiser‘s name, name of the event, purpose, date, time, venue, catchy slogan, 

highlights of the event, entry ticket (if required),  and any other relevant information. 

 

Q3. Your school is going to organize a one day Diwali Fair at the school grounds on 27 October 

2019. Design a poster in not more than 50 words, highlighting the features and special attractions 

of the same. You are Amit/Amita, Cultural Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 4. As a president of Lion‘s Club of Vasundhara City, design a poster in not more than 50 

words for promoting good health through ‗Health Mela‘ to be held at Central Community Hall of 

the city. Mention some of its attractions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABC PUBLIC SCHOOL JABALPUR 

Presents 

GRAND DIWALI FAIR 
Date: 27 October 2019 

Time: 9 am to 10 pm 

Venue: School Grounds 

Highlights: 

 Stalls with attractive items 

 Variety of Food Stalls 

 Games and Swings 

 Lucky Draw 

 Cultural Programmes by the students 

 Orchestra by The Musical Group 

 

GOOD HEALTH FOR ALL 

LION’S CLUB, VASUNDHARA CITY 

is promoting importance of good health through 

HEALTH MELA 
10th – 13th February 2020 ( 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.) 

At 

Community Hall, Vasundhara City, Bhopal 

    A Great Opportunity for All Health-Freaks (Under One Roof) 

 Meet Expert Dieticians 

 Free Health Check-ups 

 Food Stalls on Diet Food 

 Exercise Equipment 

 Solution for Stress Management  

       President 

Lion’s Club 

LONGER THE WAISTLINE,       

SHORTER THE LIFE 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE 

 

1. Recent rains have caused havoc in some parts of our country. You are Surya, a member of the 

social service organization, SEVA MANDIR, Bangalore. Draft a poster requesting people to 

help the rain and flood affected families physically and economically. 

2. Water is precious and each one of us must stop wastage. Prepare a poster in not more than 50 

words, for creating the awareness. 

3. Draft a poster announcing a ‗Book Week‘ being organized by the Cultural Society, 

Ahmedabad. 

4. Your school is planning a campaign in support of eye donation to mobilize the students and 

society. Design a poster to be displayed in different areas of the locality surrounding your 

school highlighting the need for eye donation and eye banks. 

5. Your institute, Golden Care Hospital, has decided to organize an ‗Organ Donation Camp‘ to 

generate awareness about the cause. Draft a poster giving all the necessary details. (50 words) 

 

INVITATION WRITING 

 

To invite someone for an occasion, we use the written form INVITATION. 

Invitations can be written in Print/Card format and a letter format as well. They are of two types- 

1. Formal 

2. Informal 

 

Marking scheme: 

Format- -1M 

Content- Name of the person(s) who is inviting; the invitee, date, day, chief guest, place, 

occasion etc. -2 M 

Expression – (Grammatical accuracy, language and spellings)-1M 

 

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS 

 An invitation is complete information. It answers the questions:  who, whom, when, 

where, what time and for what. The important components of an invitation therefore are:- 

 The occasion 

 Name(s) of the invitee(s) 

 Name(s) of the host(s) 

 Date, time and venue 

 Name(s) of the chief guest or special invitees , in case of an official invitation 

 

FORMAT OF FORMAL INVITATIONS 

In case of formal invitations, each of the following is written in a separate line with fonts of 

varying sizes. 

 Names of the hosts 

 Names of the invitee (in case of a formal letter of invitation)) 

 Formal phrase of invitation , for example :- 

 Request the pleasure of your benign presence/company. 

 Seek your auspicious presence. 

 Solicit your gracious presence on the auspicious occasion 

 The date, time and venue of the event. 

 The occasion/reason of the invitation. 

Time Yourself: 6-8 minutes 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF FORMAL INVITATIONS 

Meant for a lot of invitees 

 These are written in the third person. 

 In case a VIP is invited as the chief guest the name of the VIP must appear prominently. 

 Name of the invitee is not to be included. The addressee‘s address is to be written only 

on the envelope. 

 Simple Present Tense is to be used. 

 The date of writing is not to be given. 

 There is no signature of the host. 

 The abbreviation RSVP (French: repondez s‟il vous plait) i.e. ‗please reply‘ is written 

below on the left with name(s), address and phone number of the host(s). 

 Put the invitation into a box. 

 Do not exceed 50 words. Time yourself- 6-8 minutes. 

Sample Formal invitation (Printed/Card format) 

 

Q 1- Your school is organising the Annual Sports Day next month at one of the prestigious 

stadiums of your city. Draft an invitation in not more than 50 words giving all the necessary 

details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Formal invitation (Non Printed/Letter Format) 

 Meant for an individual  

 Include the name of the invitee 

 These are to be written on run-on lines. The sentence is not broken into different 

words/phrases. 

 Other details are similar to the mass-scale invitations 

 

Q 2- Your school is organising the Annual sports Day next month at one of the prestigious 

stadiums of your city. Draft an invitation in not more than 50 words requesting Mr. Deepak 

Arya, IAS Collector Balaghat to preside over the function as the chief guest and to give away the 

prizes.  

 

The Principal, Staff and the Students 

Of 

ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat 

cordially invite you to their 

ANNUAL SPORTS DAY 

at 9:00 am on 15 February 2020 

at 

The Mulna Stadium 

 

Mr. Deepak Arya IAS 

Collector, Dist- Balaghat 

has kindly consented to be the chief guest 

RSVP 

Mr. Pankaj Kumar 

Principal 

07632XXXXX 
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Sample Formal Replies- Acceptance 

Replies - Accepting or Declining   

Formal - follow a set formula 

  - formal words — kind invitation‘, ‗great pleasure‘, ‗regret‘ etc. 

  - Use the third person instead of the first person (‗I‘, we‘)  

            -  The address of the writer and the date to be written. 

 

 

Q3. Mr. Deepak Arya (I.A.S.), collector, Balaghat has been invited to preside over the Annual 

sports Day of ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat to be held on 15 February 2020 at the Mulna Stadium. 

On behalf of Mr. Deepak Arya, write a formal reply of acceptance to Mr. Pankaj Kumar, 

Principal, ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat. 

 

ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat 

Post- Bharweli Dist- Balaghat 

 

Feb 9,2019 

 

Mr. Deepak Arya, IAS 

Collector, Dist- Balaghat 

 

Subject: Invitation to be the chief guest 

 

Sir 

We are pleased to inform you that ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat is going to celebrate its 25
th

 annual 

sports day on 15 February 2020 at 9:00 am at The Mulna stadium. We shall consider it a great 

honour and favour if you could grace the occasion and preside over the function as the chief 

guest and give away the prizes. 

 

We hope your honour will kindly accede to our request. We would appreciate a line in reply or a 

telephone call on phone No. 07632XXXXX. 

 

Thank you 

 

Yours Faithfully 

Pankaj Kumar 

Principal 

Collectorate 

Dist- Balaghat 

 

10 February 2020 

 

Deepak Arya thanks Mr. Pankaj Kumar, Principal, ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat for his kind 

invitation to preside over the Annual sports Day to be held on 15 February 2019 at 9:00 am at 

the Mulna Stadium. 

 

He is delighted to accept the invitation and promises to be on time. 
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Sample Formal Replies- Declination 

 

Q4. Mr. Deepak Arya (I.A.S.), collector, Balaghat has been invited to preside over the Annual 

sports Day of ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat to be held on 15 February 2020 at the Mulna Stadium. 

On behalf of Mr. Deepak Arya, write a formal reply to Mr. Pankaj Kumar, Principal, ABC 

Vidyalaya Balaghat informing about his inability to accept the same due to a prior engagement. 

 

 

Sample Informal invitation (Non Printed/Letter format) 

 Written in a letter form, in informal format. Such letters are very persuasive in nature. 

 Written in the first person 

 Salutation is ‗dear + name‘ 

 Date of writing the invitation is given. 

 The sender‘s address appears on the left hand side. 

 Various tenses used to suit the sense. 

 

Q 5- You are Manoj/Manjula. Draft an invitation for your friend/friends for the party you 

are giving to celebrate your selection in the B.Tech. course in Delhi University. Invent 

necessary details within 50 words. 

 

 

 

Sample Informal invitation (Printed/Card format) 

(When the question says „draft a card‟) 

Collectorate 

Dist- Balaghat 

 

10 February 2019 

 

Deepak Arya thanks Mr. Pankaj Kumar, Principal, ABC Vidyalaya Balaghat for his kind 

invitation to preside over the Annual Sports Day to be held on 15 February 2019 at 9:00 am at the 

Mulna Stadium. 

 

But regrets his inability to accept the same due to a prior engagement. 

G 213, Vayu Vihar 

New Delhi 

 

9 February 2020 

 

Dear Mehul 

You will be glad to know that my family has decided to celebrate my selection to the B.Tech. 

course at DU with a party. So, I invite you to join in the celebrations at my residence on 20
th

 

February 2020 at 7:30 pm. 

 

Please join the celebrations and merry–making. 

 

Yours affectionately 

Manoj 
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WEDDING INVITATION 

 

Q6. You are S.K Verma. Draft an invitation to be sent on the occasion of your daughter, 

Remya‘s marriage. Invent the necessary details within 50 words. 

 

Sample Informal Replies- Acceptance 

 

Replies -    Accepting and declining 

Informal       -    Like an ordinary letter 

                      -    do not use any formal expressions but use informal words and expressions 

                       -   use the first person (‗I‘, ‗We‘)  

 

Q7. You are Mehul/Meena. You have been invited to attend the celebration of selection of your 

friend in B.Tech. course in Delhi University. Respond to the invitation informally accepting it. 

                                   COME LET‟S CELEBRATE…. 

MY SELECTION TO THE B.TECH. COURSE AT DU 

WITH A PARTY….. 

On: 20 Feb.2020 

At : My residence ( G 213, Vayu Vihar, New Delhi) 

Time: 7:30 pm onwards 

 

Manoj 

Mrs. & Mr. S.K. Verma  
request the pleasure 

Of your benign presence on the occasion of the marriage of their daughter 

 

                               Remya 

With 

                                                             Rakesh 

                                       (S/o Mr. & Mrs. D.K. Singh, Mandla) 

 

On 20 February 2020 at 10 a.m. 

Venue: Hotel Anand, Kalam Road, Seoni 

 

RSVP                                                                                  With best compliments from 

Mr. S.K. Verma                                                                         friends & relatives of  

9898XXXXXX                                                                               Verma Family 

C22/5 BSNL  Colony 

New Delhi 

 

12 February 2020 

 

Dear Manoj 

Thank you for your kind invitation. It is really a matter of great pleasure for me to join the celebration of 

your selection in B.Tech. course in Delhi University. Indeed I am excited to be a part of it and I‘ll 

definitely be there on time. 
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Sample Informal Replies- Declination 

 

Q8. You are Mehul/Meena. You have been invited to attend the celebration of selection of your 

friend in B.Tech. course in Delhi University. Respond to the invitation informally declining it. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE 

1.Your school is organizing the prestigious KVS National Level Social Science Exhibition in its 

premises. Draft an invitation in not more than 50 words giving all essential details. 

 

2.You are Rahul, son of Ram Singh, Ambedkar Colony, Chhindwara. Your father wants you to 

draft a formal invitation to be sent on the occasion of your sister, Meera‘s marriage. Prepare the 

invitation. 

 

3.You are Somi. You have been invited by Rotary Club to act as one of the judges for a state 

level debate competition. But due to a previous engagement you cannot accept this invitation. 

Write a formal reply to the President of the Club regretting your inability to accept the invitation. 

 

4. You are Aakash/Varsha. You have been invited to attend the wedding of your friend‘s sister 

during the summer vacation. Respond to the invitation informally accepting it. 

 

5.You have opened a restaurant in Baihar Road, Balaghat. Draft an invitation for the 

inauguration of the same, specifying the chief guest and other important details like date, time 

and venue. Do not exceed 50 words. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

See you soon. 

 

Yours affectionately 

Mehul 

C22/5 BSNL  Colony 

New Delhi 

 

12 February 2020 

 

Dear Manoj 

Thank you for your kind invitation and hearty congratulations on your grand success. I am sorry 

to say, however, that I shall not be able to come to the party as I shall be out of station that week. 

 

I wish you all the best for your bright future. 

 

Yours affectionately 

Meena 
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Writing Skills: Long Compositions (120-150 Words):  06 Marks 

LETTER WRITING: QUESTION NO. 4:  

FORMAL LETTERS 

Purpose:  Formal Letters have a variety of purposes. Formal Letters are written to  

• Ask for/give information 

• Apply for a job 

• Make inquiries 

• Register complaints about inadequate goods or services 

• Place orders/send appropriate replies 

• Apologize for behaviour 

• Solicit new customers for grievances 

• Persuade others 

• Make an appeal for help 

• Send a recommendation 
 

However, all of these letters have a common goal, which is to get the results we want from 

someone we may or may not know personally. 

Formal Letters include- 

(a) Business & official letters - 

1. For making enquiries, asking for and giving information, 

2. Registering complaints,  

3. Placing orders and sending replies;   

4. Cancelling the Orders           

    (b) Letters to the editor (giving suggestions on an issue); 

    (c) Application for a job.  

IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER: 

• A formal letter is written in formal language. Try to avoid starting with 'I'. Keep sentences 

short and to the point. Do not use contractions. Use of third person pronouns, like- He, She, 

It, They, His, Her, Him, Them etc. should be preferred. 

• Show due respect but do not flatter or sound too servile 
 

• Use polite language and dignified expressions.  

• End with a short sentence that anticipates the response from the addressee. 
 

• The tone in formal letter is polite, pleasant and impersonal. 
 

• Use passive voice where possible. 
 

• Be brief and to the point; do not beat about the bush. 
 

• Be clear and specific; state the purpose clearly and concisely. 
 

• Be positive and polite even if you are writing a complaint. Remember on the receiving end 

of your letter is a human being! 
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• Make a request for appropriate action. 

 

• Quote reference numbers, order number, cheque /demand draft number, file numbers, cash 

memo no. etc. wherever necessary. 

 

• Arrange the paragraphs in a sequential order. An ideal formal letter may be written in two or 

three paragraphs. 

 

• Stick to the WORD LIMIT OF 125- 150 WORDS 

 

MARKING SCHEME OF LETTER WRITING: 

 

Format  
1. Sender‘s Address, 

2. Date, 

 3. Receiver‘s address,  

4. Subject 

5. Salutation 

6.Content  

7. Signatory Close 

 

Content  

( Introduction, Body, Conclusion)  

Relevant ideas to be presented in a coherent way. 

Use connectors appropriately,  

Divide into 2/3 paragraphs 

 

Expression :  
Grammatical accuracy,  Fluency of language, 

appropriate words and spellings  

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style  

              1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              3  

 

 

 

 

 

               2  
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• 1.   LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 

 

• Sender‘s Address 

 

• Date 

 

•    The Editor 

Name of the newspaper 

Place of Publication/ City 

 

• Subject - 

 

• Sir 

 

• Content – 

Begin with reference to the recent development/event/issue. 

Give details of the topic bringing out cause-effect relationship. 

Offer suggestions/solutions. 

Do not ask the editor to solve the problem as he can only voice your views and ideas. 

 Paragraph 1 – Raise the issue/ problem/ Its effects 

 Paragraph 2 – Suggestions for solution of the problem.  

Begin with….. 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the 

readers/authorities. 

It‟s the time the authorities took notice of the problem…../ The authorities are requested to look 

into the matter…… 

Close with….. 

I hope the problem will not be ignored and necessary action will be taken to overcome it. 

 

• Thank you 

 

• Yours faithfully/ truly 

Signature 

(Name) 

 Designation 
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Q1. Write a letter to the Editor of The National Herald, New Delhi about water scarcity in your 

locality suggesting ways to improve the position of water supply. You are Ramnath/ Reema of 

Kavinagar, Ghaziabad. 

 

A-24, Kavinagar 

Ghaziabad 

 

May 07, 20XX 

 

The Editor 

The National Herald 

New Delhi-110001 

 

Sub: Water crisis in Kavinagar 

 

Sir 

 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned 

authorities towards the problem of water scarcity in our locality. It is still early summer and the 

residents are already facing acute water shortage in the area. The supply is cut off at 8.30 a.m. in 

the morning and is restored only for half an hour in the evening between 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Since the 

timings are erratic, many people, especially, the working couples are unable to store water. 

Frequent complaints to the Jal Board haven‘t yielded any result. Water Treatment Plant is under 

repair and has been shut down for a month or so thereby affecting the water supply in the area.  

 

It‘s the time the concerned authorities looked into the matter and took immediate action. There 

should be a fixed schedule of water supply with prior intimation to the residents. Some alternative 

arrangements like the water supply through tankers may be a good solution. Rainwater harvesting 

and recycled wastewater management may allow reduce scarcity and ease pressures on groundwater and 

other natural water bodies. 

 

I hope the problem will not be ignored and necessary action will be taken to overcome the problem 

of water scarcity. 

 

           Thank you 

Yours faithfully 

Ramnath 

 

Q.2-You are Hemant /Himakshi of 22, Lajpat Nagar New Delhi. Write a letter to the Editor of The 

Times of India, New Delhi expressing your anguish over the problems faced by people due to 

illicit liquor and the deadly chemicals like anthrax. 
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22, Lajpat Nagar  

New Delhi-110058 

 

5th May, 20XX 

 

The Editor 

The Times of India 

New Delhi-110002 

 

Sub: Terror caused by illicit liquor and anthrax. 

Sir 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned 

authorities towards the problem of terror caused by illicit liquor and anthrax. The recent deaths due 

to the consumption of illicit liquor and the fear generated in the minds of people on account of 

anthrax are a matter of great concern. 

We often hear or read about people dying due to the consumption of illicit liquor, but never come 

to know about the follow up action or the punishment given to the guilty. What a tragedy! Families 

get ruined, children orphaned but the illegal trade continues unabated. Why is our government so 

apathetic towards this social curse or maybe, keeps the eyes closed deliberately because the 

custodians of law have their palms greased through these means only. 

 It‘s the time the concerned authorities looked into the matter and took immediate action. 

We must try to educate not only the children but adults also. Responsibility can also be given to 

the Gram Panchayats and the best village or Panchayat should be awarded if they are able to 

eradicate this menace from their villages. If the guilt is proved on anybody, the person(s) must be 

given exemplary punishment to eliminate this heinous crime completely. I am sure that the 

contents shared here express the views of many.  I hope the problem will not be ignored and 

necessary action will be taken to overcome the   terror caused by illicit liquor and anthrax 

 

Thank you 

Yours truly 

Hemant 
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Q.3- You are Aman/Aditi of 52, Bharat Nagar, Lucknow. The road leading to your school is very 

congested and full of potholes. Students and parents are often caught in a traffic jam. In spite of 

several representations, the government has not done anything to improve the condition of the 

road. Write a letter to the Editor of The Times of India, drawing the attention of the government 

to this problem. 

 

52, Bharat Nagar  

Lucknow 

 

23 August, 20XX 

 

The Editor 

The Times of India 

B.R. Marg 

Lucknow 

 

Sub: Traffic congestion in Bharat Nagar 

 

Sir 

 

Through the columns of your newspaper, I would like to draw the attention of the concerned 

authorities to the appalling condition of road leading to XYZ School in Bharat Nagar. The entire 

stretch is narrow, congested and covered with numerous pot holes. This often causes a traffic jam 

and inconvenience to students and staff of the school. A lot of time is wasted both in the morning 

and afternoon when the school buses have to leave. Several complaints have been filed to the 

local authorities but they seem to have fallen on deaf ears. The situation worsens during the 

monsoon. It can also become dangerous threat to pedestrians.  
 

It‘s the time the authorities took notice of the problem. A proper regulation of the traffic is 

urgently needed. An immediate repair of the road will be highly appreciated. The improvement in 

the condition of the road will ease traffic congestion and ensure the safety of the citizens. I am 

sure that the contents shared here express the views of many. On behalf of the school students, I 

request the authorities to take immediate action to rectify this condition. 

Thank you 

 
Yours truly 
 

Aman 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE: 

1. You have noticed many stray animals on the road during the busy hours of the day. These 

animals have caused traffic jam as well as accidents. You have already written to the 

concerned authorities but no action has been taken so far. So write a letter to the Editor of 

a leading newspaper telling him about the nuisance created by the stray animals. Sign 

your name as Preeti / Krishnan, C/5, Gandhi Ward, Guwahati.  

 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. Stray animals wander here and there on the busy market roads. 

b. Animals cross the roads in a long unending array, thus causing traffic jams as well as 

accidents. 

c. Create a health hazard too by urinating everywhere. 

d. The authorities to depute officials to catch these stray animals and send them to the 

police pen. 

e. Unclaimed animals might be auctioned. 

 

2. You are  Ramesh Sharma, a social worker of 13, Goutam Nagar, Jaipur. You feel upset as 

some of the good schools are admitting as many as 60-70 students in a section of class 

just to mint money. This is adversely affecting academic standards. Write a letter to the 

Editor of a national daily highlighting this corrupt practice.  

 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. Schools conduct so many tests and charge a hefty amount as various funds. 

b. Overcrowded classrooms with 60 to 70 students. 

c. The overcrowding of classrooms adversely affects the academic standards. 

d. Very difficult for any teacher, howsoever resourceful, to build any rapport or conduct 

interactive sessions in such large classes. 

e. Commercialization of the education must be prevented. 

TEST YOUR SKILLS: 

1. Write a letter to the Editor of The Times of India, complaining about the noise pollution 

in your locality drawing the attention of the government to take steps to check the same. 

Sign as Gaurav/Gauri, Janata Nagar, Ahmedabad. 

 

2. You are Amrit/Amritha of Bangalore. You are disturbed at the non-availability of 

essential commodities in the Fair Price Shops of your area. Write a letter to the Editor of 

The Hindu drawing the attention of the authorities to the irregularities in the Fair Price 

Shops. (Word limit: not more than 150 words). 
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2 LETTERS OF COMPLAINT 

• Sender‘s Address 

 

• Date 

 

•  Receiver‘s Address (The Concerned Authority) 

 

• Subject - 

 

• Sir 

 

• Content – 

Begin with reference to the subject/ issue/ cash memo (in case of defective device). 

Give details of the problem bringing out cause-effect relationship. 

Offer suggestions/solutions. 

 Paragraph 1 – Details the issue/ problem/ Its effects 

 Paragraph 2 – Suggestions/Request for solution of the problem.  

Begin with….. 

 With reference to the subject mentioned above this is to bring to your kind notice 

that…../  

 With reference to the cash memo no. xxxx  dated xxxx, this is to bring to your kind 

notice/  

 With due respect this is to say…… 

 The matter has been brought to the notice of……but to no avail. 

 You are requested to kindly look into the matter…… 

Close with….. 

I hope the problem will not be ignored and necessary action will be taken to overcome it. 

 

• Thank you 

 

• Yours faithfully/ sincerely 

Signature 

(Name) 

        Designation 

 

Common Topics for writing a Complaint Letter: 
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 Incomplete or defective order 

 Abnormal delay in sending the consignment 

 The goods arrived in a damaged condition/ defective devices 

 The goods are different from what were ordered 

 Quantity of goods is not what was ordered 

 Goods are delivered at the wrong address 

 Work undertaken is done unsatisfactorily 

 Misbehaviour of staff or salesman 

 Mistake in preparing the invoice 

 Defective packing that might lead to the damage of goods in transit 

 Mistakes in a bill or reminders for payment after the bill has been paid, etc 

 Wrong-doing in public. 

 Rash driving of the public bus drivers. 

 Poor  treatment of street dogs 

 Any other 
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SAMPLE ANSWER -1 

 

Q.1- You are Sanjeet of 122, Arjun Nagar, New Delhi. A number of scooters and cars are parked in 

your locality without any order, causing blockage of the streets. Write a letter to the local Secretary of 

the Resident‘s Association complaining against this problem. 

 

122, Arjun Nagar 

New Delhi 

April 20, 2010 

Secretary 

Resident‘s Association 

New Delhi 

Subject- Complaint regarding the issue of bad parking habits in the locality. 

Sir 

With reference to the subject cited above, I would like to draw your attention to the bad parking habits 

of residents in our locality. It has resulted in a lot of chaos and no place for parking for those who come 

back late. Despite defining the area assigned to each vehicle, cars are parked amidst two parking spots. 

One vehicle occupies the space for 2-3 vehicles leading to mismanagement. Two-wheelers are placed 

nowhere near the allotted zone. This creates problem for other people as they have to then spend a lot of 

time finding parking spots in other localities.  

Various notices and warnings have been given to the rule-violators, but to our dismay, no 

betterment can be seen. You are requested to kindly take strict action as this is leading to fights 

between the residents. An effective and speedy action is expected considering the depth of 

the situation. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

Sanjeet 

A concerned citizen 
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SAMPLE ANSWER-2 

Q.2- Naveen Chaudhri of 105, Baily Road, Patna bought a HP Desk Jet 200 Printer from The Computer 

Centre, the sole dealer of Hewlett Packard at Ranchi, for use with his newly acquired personal computer, a 

month ago. Now he finds that the print quality is poor and the ink nozzles of the print cartridge get 

frequently clogged. The Printer has been given one year warranty against any technical fault. Write a letter 

as Naveen Chaudhri to the dealer complaining about the same and requesting him to attend to it. 

 

105, Baily Road 

Patna 

 

20 May, 20XX 

The Sales Officer 

The Computer Centre 

Ranchi 

 

Sub: Complaint against the defective working of HP Desk Jet Printer 

Sir 

With due respect this is to say that I purchased a Hewlett Packard Desk Jet 200 Printer from your reputed 

firm vide cash memo no. 785 dated 10 March., 20XX. For about a fortnight it gave a very satisfactory 

service in my newly acquired personal computer. Now, I regret to inform you that the print quality has 

become very poor. 

The impression is not clear and deep. Moreover, the ink nozzles of the print cartridge get frequently 

clogged. This poor and irritating performance of the Jet Desk Printer has also affected the quality of my 

work besides dampening my spirits and mood so often. 

The matter has been already brought to your notice verbally but to no avail. I need not remind you that it is 

against business ethics as the fault has occurred within the warranty period. You are requested to send one 

of your service engineers to attend it and rectify the fault. I hope, the problem will not be ignored any 

further. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

Naveen Chaudhri 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE: 

Q.1- Write a letter to M/s. Oxford Publishing House, London complaining that the books sent by 

them were not those you had ordered for. Ask for replacement. You are Varun Joshi, Sector-20, 

Chandigarh. 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. Highly disappointed as wrong set of books received. 

b. Enclosed are copies of the transaction document and the receipt. 

c. Request for replacement of the wrong book set with the one originally ordered. 

d. Reply and a resolution to the problem awaited.  

e. May seek help from a consumer protection agency, if the issue is not resolved. 

 

Q.2 - You are Keerti /Karishma of 26, Mehdipatnam, Hyderabad. Last week you bought an 

automatic ‗VIP‘ Washing Machine from M/s Tirupati Stores, Nampalli, Hyderabad. Now you 

find that the machine is not cleaning clothes properly and making an unbearable noise. Write a 

letter to the dealer complaining about the same and requesting him to change the washing 

machine at the earliest. 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. The Model No. is VIP XL-410W and the Invoice No. is 2365 dated xxxx., 

20XX. 

b. Not cleaning the clothes at all. Secondly, it has been making unbearable noise. 

c. Request to send a mechanic to examine and repair it. 

d. In case the damage is beyond repair or a serious mechanical one, kindly 

replace it. 

e. Hope for an early response. 

TEST YOUR SKILLS: 

Q1. The roads in your area are in a very bad shape. Write a letter to the Municipal Commissioner 

of your area complaining against the issue and giving him/her your suggestions on how the issue 

can be resolved and the condition of roads can be improved. You are Jagriti/Jagan Mitra, resident 

of 42, Model Town, Faridabad. 

Q.2 - You are Amol/Anubha staying at 162, Kailash Hills, New Delhi. Last month, you bought a 

cordless electric iron from Premier Electronic Goods, South Extn., New Delhi against a warranty 

of 2 years. Now you discover that there is something wrong with the iron. Its heat lasts hardly for 

a few seconds after it is taken off the mains. Write a letter to the dealer complaining about it. 

Also request him to change this defective iron against the warranty that goes with it. 

 



 
 

61 
 

3. LETTERS FOR ENQUIRY/ SEEKING & GIVING INFORMATION 

• Sender‘s Address 

 

• Date 

 

•  Receiver‘s Address  

 

 Subject – 

 

• Sir 

 

• Content – 

Begin with reference to the subject/ source of primary information. 

Give details about purpose/ reasons as why is the information needed/ being given. 

Give details of point wise information sought/ being given. 

Begin with….. 

 With reference to the subject mentioned above this is to bring to your kind notice that…../  

 This refers to……  

 With due respect this is to say…… 

             Other Suggestions 

 You are requested to kindly provide the information regarding……… 

 Kindly also let me know..…… 

 Kindly send me the details regarding….. 

 I will be grateful if you could send me the latest brochure/prospectus… 

Close with….. 

Looking forward for an early response……./ Hope to hear from you soon…. 

 

• Thank you 

 

• Yours faithfully/ sincerely 

Signature 

(Name) 

 Designation 
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SAMPLE ANSWER-1  

Q.1 – You are awaiting your class- XII results. Meanwhile, you would like to do a short- term course 

in Personality Development. Write a letter in 125-150 words to the Director, Personal Care, 

Hyderabad, enquiring about the details about the course. You are Kailash/ Kusum of 148, Model 

Town, Delhi. 

148, Model Town 

New Delhi 

 

10
th

 May, 2020 

 

The Director 

Personal Care 

Hyderabad 

 

Subject – Enquiry about short-term course in Personality Development. 

 

Sir 

 

This refers to your advertisement in The TOI, dated 5
th

 May,2020 regarding the short-term course in 

Personality Development. I am a class XII student and wish to pursue a course in Personality 

Development in the summer vacation after my board exams. 

 

I would like to know the detailed information about the said course offered by your institute. Kindly 

inform about the eligibility criteria and the duration of the course. I would also like to know about the 

fee structure and the discounts, if provided. I will be grateful if you could send me the latest brochure 

along with the details about the registration procedure. 

 

 Looking forward for an early response. 

 

Thank you 

Yours faithfully 

   Kailash 
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SAMPLE ANSWER-2: 

You are Ashwini Meena of C-23, Chitra Park, Jaipur. Write a letter to M/s Full Marks Pvt. Ltd., 

Daryaganj, New Delhi asking for a catalogue of books, terms and conditions of supply and mode of 

payment, etc. 

 

C-23 Chitra Park 

Jaipur 

 

10 May, 2020 

 

M/s Full Marks Pvt. Ltd 

Daryaganj 

New Delhi 

 

Sub: Request for Catalogue. 

Sir 

With reference to your advertisement published in The Indian Express dated 5 May 2020 about the 

availability and supply of various books, this is to say that I am interested in purchasing a few of your 

publications on English Assignments.  

I shall be very grateful if you could send me the latest catalogue on these books. Please specify if any 

audio/video cassettes are also available along with the books. I am enclosing a self-addressed 

envelope for prompt dispatch. 

I am also interested to know about your terms and conditions regarding the payment, time and mode 

of delivery etc. 

Hope, you would look into my request on priority. An early response will be highly solicited. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

Ashwini Meena 
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SAMPLE ANSWER-3: (GIVING INFORMATION) 

M/s Full Marks Pvt. Ltd 

Daryaganj 

New Delhi 

 

15 May, 2020 

 

Mr. Ashwini Meena 

C-23 Chitra Park 

Jaipur 

 

Sub: Request for Catalogue; reply reg. 

Sir 

Kindly refer to your enquiry letter dt.10 May 2020, seeking information about the supply of books, terms 

and conditions of supply and mode of payment besides a request to send the catalogue of books. 

We are pleased to know and that you are interested in our publications. Kindly find the latest catalogue of 

books enclosed herewith.  We would like to let you know that audio/video cassettes are also available 

along with the books. You need to make an advance payment of the entire amount through online 

payment mode. The books will be supplied within two weeks of the payment to the given address. We 

shall be fully responsible for safe and secure delivery of the books. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

Manjeet  Khurana 

Manager 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE: 

Q.1- You are Vivek/Varsha Malhotra, Head Boy /Girl of Zenith Public School, Ashok Vihar, 

New Delhi. You have to organise short tours to Agra, Jaipur and Chandigarh. Write a letter to 

Globe Tours and Travels, 235, Nehru Place, New Delhi, enquiring about their terms for 

conducted tours by deluxe buses. Also ask about the fare, boarding and lodging charges and 

arrangements, total time of the trip and mode of payment. 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. State purpose - short educational tours to places of social and historical interest. 

b. Places of visit this year are Agra, Jaipur and Chandigarh. 

c. Terms for conducted tours by deluxe buses to places mentioned above. 

d. The rates should include lodging/boarding charges, fare per km per bus. 

e.  Boarding and lodging facilities, the duration of journey and halting charges, if any. 

f.  Student discount, if admissible. 

Q.2- Write a letter to the Manager, Oberoi International, Lucknow, to find out the rates for 

conducting the wedding reception of your sister on their lawns, enquiring specifically about the 

catering cost per head, service and decoration charges and advance to be paid. You are 

Nandu/Nandini of Agra. 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. Whether your lawns/ halls would be available on the wedding day. 

b. Catering cost per head  

c. Service charges 

d. Decoration charges 

e. Advance amount to be paid 

f. Send point-wise specific reply at the address given. 

 

TEST YOUR SKILLS 

Q1. You are Sahil Tuteja, the Sports Secretary of your school. Write a letter to Globe 

Enterprises, New Delhi, a leading firm dealing in sports goods, requesting them to supply their 

trade catalogue. You may mention the items you intend to buy and ask for a discount on the 

catalogue prices. 

Q2. As the Sales Manager of M/s Universal Book Suppliers, 26 Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New 

Delhi, write a letter to the librarian of Scindia School, Gwalior offering information regarding 

the sale of dictionaries and illustrated children‘s encyclopedias 
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4. PLACING ORDERS/ CANCELLING ORDERS: 

• Sender‘s Address 

•  

• Date 

•  

• Receiver‘s Address  

•  

• Subject – 

 

• Sir 

• Content – 

Begin with reference to the subject/ Advt./ Quotation etc. 

Give details/list about the items/ things needed. 

State all terms and conditions like: 

 Last date and place of delivery 

 Safe and secure delivery 

 Advance payment/ OR mode of payment. 

 Discounts 

 Other conditions 

Give reason in case of cancellation of an order, like: 

• Defective supply/ damaged goods. 

• Delay in supply. 

• Inferior quality goods. etc. 

 

Begin with….. 

 With reference to the subject mentioned above this is to bring to your kind 

notice that…..  

 With due respect this is to say…… 

 We are pleased to place an order with your firm….. 

        Other Suggestions 

 You are requested to kindly provide the discount ……… 

 Kindly ensure safe and secure delivery. 

 Kindly arrange the supply at your earliest 

Close with….. 

Looking forward for an early response……./ Hope to hear from you soon…. 

• Thank you 

 

• Yours  sincerely 

Signature 

(Name) 

      Designation 
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SAMPLE ANSWER 1 – PLACING AN ORDER: 

Q.1- You are Anand Kumar Bhonsle, Purchase Manager of Apple Tele systems, 9th Street, 

Mahim, Mumbai. Write to Ganapati Stationery Mart, Church Gate, Mumbai placing an order for 

the supply of stationery items such as pencils, papers, ribbons, carbon papers etc. 

 

Purchase Manager 

Apple Tele systems 

9th Street, Mahim 

Mumbai 

 

Date: 11 May, 2020 

The Sales Manager 

Ganapati Stationery Mart 

Church Gate 

Mumbai 

 

Sub: Order for the supply of stationery items. 

Sir 

We are pleased to place an order for the supply of the following stationery items with your firm. 

We are a software company and we need these items in bulk for office use. The list of the items 

needed is as given below:  

Sl. No Items Quantity 

1 Apsara Pencils HB 30 Dozen 

2 Typing Paper A4 100 reams 

3 File Covers 50 

4 Fluid Eraser 50 

Kindly ensure the supply within two weeks of the receipt of the order. As we have ordered in 

bulk, we would expect discount on the bulk purchase.  A cheque worth Rs. 20,000/ is enclosed 

herewith as an advance payment. Remaining amount shall be paid after the supply. You shall be 
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responsible for safe and secure delivery .We expect the delivery at the earliest possible along 

with the acceptable terms and conditions. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

A.K. Bhonsle 

(Purchase Manager). 

 

SAMPLE ANSWER 2 – CANCELLING AN ORDER: 

Q.2- You are the librarian of Amla Public School. You had placed an order for textbooks with 

Dhanpati & Sons. Since the books did not arrive on time, you have decided to cancel the order. 

Write a letter to the Manager, Dhanpati & Sons, Chennai, cancelling the order. 

The Librarian 

Amla Public School 

Chennai 

12 May, 20xx 

Manager 

M/S Dhanpati & Sons 

Chennai 

Sub: Cancellation of the Order for Textbooks 

Sir 

This is with reference to our order No. 11/RS dated 4th April, 20XX regarding the delivery of a 

few books for our school library. In this respect, I regret to state that despite repeated reminders 

on the phone, the books have not yet been delivered to the library so far. The new session has 

started and the books are required urgently for reference work by the students. I am quite upset 

about the negligent attitude shown by your shop towards our order.  

We regret to inform that the said order for the text books stands cancelled due to non-compliance 

and undue delay in supply, No further correspondence will be entertained in this regard. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely  

ABC Raghvan 

 Librarian 
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5 SENDING REPLIES TO ORDERS: 

 

 

• Sender‘s Address 

 

• Date 

 

• Receiver‘s Address  

 

• Subject – Order for the supply of………; reply reg. 

• Sir 

• Content – 

Begin with reference to Order No and Date. 

Express thanks for order. 

State all details like: 

 Invoice/ Cash Memo details with total amount. 

 Mode of dispatch 

 Mode of Payment 

 Discounts  given, if any 

 Give reason if unable to supply. 

Begin with….. 

 With reference to the order no……dt……. this is to bring to your kind notice 

that…..  

 With due respect this is to say…… 

 We are extremely thankful to you for your order…….. 

      Other Suggestions 

 We take your order as a token of trust on us ……… 

 It pleases us to inform you that your order has been dispatched by us 

through....…… 

Close with….. 

Looking forward for a healthy business relationship 

Always willing to serve you to the best of our satisfaction…. 

• Thank you 

 

• Yours  sincerely 

Signature 

(Name) 

Designation 
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SAMPLE ANSWER 3:  REPLY TO THE ORDER 

Q.-You are Vasu, Manager, XYZ Business House, 191/N - Patricia Avenue Liverpool – 600020. You 

have received an order for the supply of books from The Manager, The Maaly  Valley Business 

House,326 / H - Raman Nair Street, Maalyvalley – 682 016. Write a suitable reply to the order stating all 

necessary details. 

 

 Xyz Business House 

191/N - Patricia Avenue 

Liverpool – 600 020 

Phone: 0011 – XXXXXXXX 

Fax: 0011 - XXXXXXXX 

 

12 May, 20XX 

 

The Manager, 

The Maalyvalley Business House, 

326/H - Raman Nair Street, 

Maalyvalley – 682 016. 

 

SUB:  Order for the supply of books ; reply reg. 

Sir 

 

We are extremely thankful to you for your order no. 12/B for books dated April 25, 20XX. We 

take your order as a token of trust on us. It pleases us to inform you that your order of the books 

is being dispatched to you by Express Cargo. We have allowed all reasonable concessions and 

discounts asked for. 

 

A copy of the invoice worth Rs. xxxx, is enclosed herein for your prior information. We would 

request you to arrange for payment at the earliest possible. 

 

Assuring you of our best co-operation. 

 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

Vasu 

Manager 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE: 

 

1.You are Jatin Mehta, Principal of Model Public School, Gwalior. Place an order for the supply 

of some school furniture items with M/s Bajaj Furniture, 112, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi. Mention 

all necessary terms and conditions. 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. Give detailed list of furniture items with quantity. 

b. Mention terms & conditions like last date, mode of payment, safe & secure 

delivery etc. 

 

1. You are Jatin Mehta, Principal of Model Public School, Gwalior. Cancel the order 

made for the supply of some school furniture items with M/s Bajaj Furniture, 112, 

Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi as the firm has failed to supply the furniture in spite of 

repeated reminders. 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. Begin with reference to Supply Order No. and date. 

 

b. Due to delay in the delivery of the books, the order stands cancelled. 

 

2. You are Sohan Sharma, Manager, Fabulous Textiles, Ludhiana. Write a suitable 

reply to the order received from M/s Modern Garments, Lashkar, Gwalior for the 

supply of 200 pairs of cotton socks. 

VALUE POINTS: 

a. Begin with reference to Supply Order No. and date. 

b. Thank the sender for order. 

c. Give details like mode of dispatch, In Voice details, discount etc. 

 

 TEST YOUR SKILLS: 

 

1. You are in charge of Junior Science Laboratory of ASN Public School, Shalimar Garden, 

Delhi. Place an order with Sun Lab Works, Karol Bagh, New Delhi for the supply of the 

equipment/ apparatus required for the lab. Mention all terms and conditions. 

 

2. On behalf of the Principal of Pearl Public School, Bhopal, write a letter to M/s Jhankar 

Music Stores, Gwalior cancelling the order placed for certain music instruments for the 

school as the firm has failed to supply quality products. 

 

3. On behalf of M/s Mehta Watch Company, Noida, write a suitable reply to the Manager, 

Jyoti Watch House, Bhopal in response to his bulk order for the supply 200 pieces of 

Ajanta Wall Clocks. State all necessary details. 
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6. APPLICATION FOR JOB: 

 

• Sender‘s Address 

• Date 

• Receiver‘s Address  

        Subject – Application for the post of……….. 

 

• Sir 

• Content – 

1. Begin with reference to the advt./ Source of information with date. 

2. Apply for the post specifying your suitability for the post. 

3. Mention your qualification, achievements, and previous experience related to the post. 

4. Give details about Photograph (passport-sized), Bio-data or curriculum vitae and other 

detailed documents that you have enclosed. You can also appeal for a one-on-one 

interview. 

Begin with….. 

 With reference to the subject mentioned above this is to bring to your kind notice 

that…..  

 This refers to your advt…dated…. for the post of……. 

Other Suggestions: 

 For your kind information I have completed my…….. 

 I wish to offer myself as a suitable candidate for the post…… 

 I assure you that I shall work with utmost sincerity and dedication up to your 

satisfaction. 

 I am enclosing a copy of my bio-data for your perusal and kind consideration. 

Close with….. 

Looking forward for a favourable response…….. 

Thank you 

 

• Yours  faithfully 

Signature 

(Name) 

BIO-DATA 

The Bio data or CV is generally divided into four parts as follows- 

 Personal Details 

 Qualifications 

 Experience 

 References 
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FORMAT - BIO-DATA (HEADING) 
1. NAME 

2.FATHER‘S NAME 

3.DATE OF BIRTH – 

4. ADDRESS WITH CONTACT NO. & EMAIL ID 

5. NATIONALITY-                    Indian 

6.MARITAL  STATUS:              Married/Single 

7.  EDUCATIONAL  QUALIFICATIONS- 

NAME OF THE 

EXAMINATION 

NAME OF THE BOARD/ 

UNIVERSITY 

NAME OF THE INSTITUTION YEAR OF 

PASSING 

PERCENTAGE 

          

          

          

  

      Qualifications must be written in tabular form with the above mentioned heads. 

8. WORK EXPERIENCE- It should be written from the latest to the oldest along with the 

duration. 

9. ACHIEVEMENTS 

10. LANGUAGES  KNOWN 

11. HOBBIES 

12.REFERENCES 

13. DECLARATION 

NOTE: The resume can be a part of the letter or as an enclosure 

SAMPLE ANSWER: 

Q.-  Bal Vidya Public School, Bhilai, urgently requires a post-graduate teacher to teach political 

science for which they have placed an advertisement in The Bhilai Express. You are 

Sanjay/Sanjana Sharma from 21, Vasant Marg, Bhilai. Draft an Application for job including  

CV, for the advertised post.(125 – 150 words) 

21, Vasant Marg 

Bhilai 

 

12 May, 20XX 
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The Principal 

Bal Vidya Public School 

Bhilai 

Subject- Application for the post of a Post-Graduate Teacher (Pol. Science). 

Sir/Madam 

In response to your advertisement in ‗The Bhilai Express‘, dated February 25, 20XX for the post 

of   PGT (Political Science) in your renowned school, I wish to offer my candidature. For your 

information, I have completed my post graduation in Political Science with meritorious marks. I 

also have an experience of teaching Pol. Science to the Sr. Secondary classes in a reputed school. 

 

I am enclosing a copy of my bio-data for your perusal and kind consideration. 

I am available for the interview on any day of your convenience. If given a chance to serve you, I 

assure you that I shall work with utmost sincerity and dedication up to your satisfaction. 

 

Thank you 

 

Yours faithfully 

Sanjay/Sanjana Sharma 

 

Encl.: As above 

BIO- DATA 

 

1. NAME-                            Sanjay/Sanjana Sharma 

2. FATHER‘S NAME-        Mithun Sharma 

3. DATE OF BIRTH-         25 July, 19xx 

4. ADDRESS-                     21, Vasant Marg, Bhilai 

                                        PHONE-98100XXXXX 

                                         E-MAIL- sanjsharma@gmail.com 

5. MARITAL STATUS-     Single 

6. NATIONALITY-            Indian 

7. ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS : 

NAME OF THE 

EXAMINATION 

NAME OF THE 

BOARD/ 

UNIVERSITY 

NAME OF THE 

INSTITUTION 

YEAR OF 

PASSING 

PERCENTAGE 

 AISSCE (XII)  CBSE, NEW DELHI  ST. PAUL‘S 

BHILAI 

 19XX  85% 

 B.A.  RSVV RAIPUR  G. K. COLLEGE 

BHILAI 

 19XX  80% 

mailto:sanjsharma@gmail.com
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 M.A. (POL. SC.)  RSVV RAIPUR  G. K. COLLEGE 

BHILAI 

 19XX  82% 

B. ED.  RSVV RAIPUR  G. K. COLLEGE 

BHILAI 

 19XX  75% 

 

 

8.  EXPERIENCE: An experience of teaching Pol. Science to Class XI & XII in Noble Public 

School, Bhilai for two years from 20xx to 20xx. 

 

9. ACHIEVEMENTS         Gold Medal in Post Graduation. 

 

10. HOBBIES-                      Trekking and Reading. 

 

11. LANGUAGES KNOWN - English, Hindi and German 

 

12.NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF REFERENCES- 

i) Mr. Vijay Mathur, Principal 

D.A.V. School, Bhilai 

ii) Mr. Satish Ohri 

Head of Commerce Department 

Punjab University, Chandigarh. 

DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that the information given above is true to the best of my knowledge. I shall be 

fully responsible for the wrong or misleading information, if found any. 

 

Date:         Sign 

Place:          Name: 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE: 

1.You are Anand/Arti of 14, Model Town, Delhi. You have seen an advertisement in ‗The 

Hindu‘ for the post of Chief Chef in a 5-Star Hotel. Apply for the job with complete bio data. 

Write in 125-150 words. 

VALUE POINTS:  

a. Begin with reference to the Advt. with date. 

b. Completed  MBA in hotel management form DU. 

c. Experience of working as chef in a reputed hotel. 

d. Enclosed bio data for the said purpose.  

e. Qualities - hard working, honest and punctual.  

f. Assure to work with full devotion and sincerity. 

 

 

2.You are Prem/Parul of 16, TT Nagar, Bhopal. You would like to apply for the post of 

Marketing Manager in a reputed firm in Mumbai. Write a letter to the Public Relations Officer, 
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Chantac Enterprises, Mumbai, applying for the job. Write the letter in 125-150 words giving 

your biodata. 

 

VALUE POINTS:  

g. Begin with reference to the Advt. with date. 

h. Completed MBA in marketing management from Pune University. 

i. Experience of working as Manager in a reputed company. 

j. Enclosed bio data for the said purpose.  

k. Qualities - hard working, honest and punctual.  

l. Assure to work with full devotion and sincerity. 

 

    TEST YOUR SKILLS: 

1. Draft an application for the post of an accountant in Pioneers (Pvt.) Ltd. Co. Hyderabad 

in response to their advertisement that appeared in The Times of India dated 1st August, 

20XX. Prepare a biodata to be enclosed. You are Nipun/Aparna. 

 

2. You are Chetan Sharma, a commerce graduate from Delhi University. You are seeking a 

suitable job. You came across an advertisement in The Times of India, inviting young 

and dynamic fresh graduates as sales assistants in a reputed company. Apply for the said 

job to Box No. 8365, C/o The Times of India, New Delhi. 

 

 

Writing Skills: Very Long Compositions (150-200 Words): 20 Marks 

ARTICLE/REPORT/SPEECH/DEBATE:  QUESTION NO. 5 & 6 

 Two Very Long Answer Questions / Two Long Compositions 

Two compositions based on visual or verbal inputs, may be descriptive or argumentative in 

nature such as an article/a debate/ a speech or a report. Two Very Long Answer Questions 

containing internal choice, to be answered in 150- 200 words. Contemporary topical issues are a 

part of speech and debate writing. (10x2=20 Marks)  

Reading maketh a full man;  

conference a ready man;  

and writing an exact man 

-Francis Bacon 

These two compositions- based Very Long Answer Questions may fetch a student his/her 

cherished marks. They carry 20 marks i.e. 25% of the question paper. Therefore they are to be 

attempted with utmost care and attention. English as a subject question paper has always been 

the game changer in board results. Many students are greatly benefitted by good English. While 

on the other side, there are many students who score well in other subjects and are left behind in 
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overall percentage because they NEGLECT English. Life is like a garden, you reap what you 

sow (Paulo Coelho). 

CODER PLAN may be a panacea to obtain maximum marks. CODER is the process used for 

cultivating good writing skills.  

C stands for collecting information regarding your topic. 

O stands for organizing all your content that you have collected. 

D stands for drafting your content roughly, at once. 

E stands for editing your drafted content 

R stands for redrafting/revising your content i.e. re-checking your content. 

Always do remember: If you fail to plan, you plan to fail. 

 

The better your writing skills are, the better the impression you'll make on the examiner. For 

these two composition- based Very Long Answer Questions, peruse the last years‘ question 

papers along with model answer and prepare accordingly. Get a rough idea of the current status 

of the day to day problems and current hot events going on. Try and be grammatically correct 

and form rational sentences. Don't just write anything. Try and give a balanced viewpoint stating 

the pros and cons of the subject. Stick to the prescribed word limit.   

 

GENERALIZED MARKING SCHEME  

(QUESTION NO. 5 & 6 Two Very Long Answer Questions/Two Long Compositions)10 marks  

Format: 1 mark 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

(Due credit to be given for creative answers backed by logical argument.) 

 

N.B. 

 

1. The word limit given is the suggested minimum word limit. No candidate may be penalized 

for writing more or less than the suggested word limit provided the topic is covered adequately. 

 

2. Though marks are allotted specifically for Content, they should not be awarded in a 

mechanical manner. For instance, if a student has merely mentioned the value points (content) as 

per the marking scheme, the examiner should assess whether the content has been 

expressed/communicated in a coherent and cohesive manner. It means content and expression 
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are perceived as interlinked aspects of writing. Similarly in these two composition-based Very 

Long Answer Questions writing tasks credit should be given to creativity in the realm of ideas 

and language use. What it means for the examiner is that students who think differently and are 

able to use the language with felicity in terms of structures as well as vocabulary should be given 

due weightage. This need not necessarily be seen as leaning towards subjectivity in marking. A 

proper balance of content, expression (accuracy, fluency, cohesion and coherence) and 

creativity would encourage students to aim for higher standards in written communication. 

Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar should be penalized to the logical extent. 

 

 OBJECTIVES SHOULD BE S.M.A.R.T.  

(STEERING TO WRITE LONG COMPOSITIONS-BASED VLAQs) 

 

• Specific – Be precise about what you are going to do. 

• Measureable –You will know when you have reached your goal. 

• Achievable – Don‘t attempt too much. A less ambitious but completed objective is better 

than an over-ambitious one that you cannot possibly achieve.  

• Realistic – Do you have the necessary resources to achieve the objective? For example: 

time, money, skills, etc.  

• Time constrained – Determine when each stage needs to be completed. Is there time in 

your schedule to allow for unexpected delays?  

 

Note: 

 Use of incorrect spellings and inappropriate punctuation marks, lack of co-ordination of ideas, 

syntax, improper format, no adherence to the prescribed word-limit, repetition of words, phrases 

or expressions, reflecting the students‘ lack of adequate relevant subject matter, etc. are some of 

the short-comings which are reflected while attempting these long composition-based VLAQs. 

The characteristics of a good Composition are- 

(i) Well-organized style 

(ii) An eye-catching thematically relevant title division 

(iii) Division into suitable paragraphs 

(iv) Developing in the approved formats 

(v) Free from redundancy and are excessive use of proverbs/ thoughts/ idioms and 

use of bombastic diction. 

Writing, rewriting, and making changes make a final draft. Honing writing skills persistently is a 

stepping stone towards perfection. 
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USEFUL WORDS/PHRASES/EXPRESSIONS TO ENRICH WRITING SKILLS WHILE 

ATTEMPTING TWO COMPOSITION-BASED VERY LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

 

While Explaining 

1. In order to 

2. In other words 

3. To put it another way 

4. That is to say  

5. To that end 

Adding additional information to support a point 

6. Moreover 

7. Furthermore 

8. What‘s more 

9. Likewise 

10. Similarly 

11. Another key thing to remember 

12. As well as 

13. Not only… but also 

14. Coupled with 

15. Firstly, secondly, thirdly… 

16. Not to mention/to say nothing of 

Words and phrases for demonstrating contrast 

17. However 

18. On the other hand 

19. Having said that 

20. By contrast/in comparison 

21. Then again 

22. That said 

23. Yet 

Adding a proviso or acknowledging reservations 

Sometimes, you may need to acknowledge a short falling in a piece of evidence, or add a 

proviso. Here are some ways of doing so. 

24. Despite this 

25. With this in mind 

26. Provided that 

27. In view of/in light of 

28. Nonetheless 

29. Nevertheless 

30. Notwithstanding 
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Giving example 

31. For instance 

32. To give an illustration 

 

Signifying importance 

33. Significantly 

34. Notably 

35. Importantly 

 

Summarizing 

36. In conclusion 

37. Above all 

38. Persuasive 

39. Compelling 

40. In a nutshell  

41. On the whole 

****************************************************************************** 

Article Writing (150-200 Words) 10 Marks 

An article is an expression of one‘s thought on an issue or a subject logically and coherently 

written in meaningful paragraphs. The dictionary defines an article as a piece of writing about a 

particular subject in a newspaper or magazine. It differs from a news item or a composition 

because of its unique and interesting presentable style. Writing articles is an art; it involves 

creativity, a wide range of relevant vocabulary and thorough knowledge of the subject. One has 

to keep in mind, the purpose of writing and target readers.  

Title  

The title can be a single word, a phrase or may be three to four words. It should be descriptive, 

catchy and thought provoking, illustrating the central theme. 

BY LINE: Writer's Name under the title towards the right from the centre 

Body 

• The body of an article is structural and directional. By structure we mean that it has a 

distinct beginning, middle and a conclusion. 
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• An article   will be directional if all the words and sentences, paragraphs and thoughts 

naturally and logically lead to the objective of writing it. 

• It is written in paragraphs and each paragraph deals with one main idea. 

Purpose of writing 

In examination, nothing is written purposelessly. All writing tasks have specific purposes. Before 

writing an article, make sure whether you are writing to inform people, to persuade them, to 

entertain them or to convince them.  

Plan Before You Pen 

• Before you start writing, read the instructions very carefully. 

• Must decode the verbal/visual input properly. 

• Decide on the number of the paragraphs.  

• Begin with a striking opening sentence to grab readers‘ interest in the topic. 

• Introduce a new point at the beginning of each paragraph that follows to strengthen 

your ideas.  

• Present a strong argument for your ideas supporting it with evidences or elaboration. 

• Develop your ideas as much as you can to make them interesting and substantial. 

• Use variety of words. 

• Time yourself.  

• Write grammatically correct sentences. 

• Use CODER judiciously. 

• Use linking devices (however, therefore, although, even though, in order to…) 

to make the composition appear a whole and appealingly effective. 

• Use simple, short sentences and lay emphasis on flow and connectivity. 

• Make your article as interesting as possible. Keep in touch with the latest happenings 

around you. 

• Spell out the various aspects to the topic-merits, demerits causes, consequences, effects, 

advantages, disadvantages. 

• Pay attention to spellings. 
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• Use passive voice, humour, emotive language, rhetorical questions to provide a 

specific effect, depending upon the subject. 

• Systematic presentation of ideas is a must. 

• Give your opinion, comments, criticism, and recommendations. 

• Revise if any editing is required. 

Conclusion 

• The article ends with a prediction or warning which is the opinion of the writer. Conclude 

with your strongest point, with a hope, a warning, an appeal or a call for an action. 

• A slogan or quotation may be used to stress the pivotal thought. 

MARKING SCHEME 

ARTICLE WRITING 10 marks  

Format: 1 mark 

Heading and Writer's Name 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

(Due credit to be given for creative answers backed by logical argument.) 

Time management  

Time management is most important because the paper is quite lengthy and one often loses 

much time in the writing section, especially while attempting article writing. Time 

management is the process of planning and exercising conscious control of time spent on specific 

activities, especially to increase effectiveness, efficiency, and productivity. Using time 

effectively gives the person "choice" on spending/managing activities at their own time and 

expediency. Time management may be aided by a range of skills, tools, and techniques used 

to manage time when accomplishing specific tasks, projects, and goals complying with a due 

date. 

Time Required: 20 Minutes 

2 minutes to read the question (with utmost care and attention) 

2 minutes for CODER 

14 minutes to write the answer 

2 minutes to revise and make correction if required. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effectiveness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efficiency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Productivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management
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SAMPLE ARTICLES 

Q.1. The 21st century has seen an erosion of values in the society. Experts and educationists 

stress on value-based education to meet the challenges. Write an article, in 150-200 words, on 

the need for value based education. You are Amit/Amita. 

Answer: 

Value Based Education-The need of The Hour 

By Amit/ Amita. 

It is rightly said:  ―values are priceless, while valuables are priced.‖ Values like love, 

compassion, sympathy, empathy, tolerance, etc. lay the foundation for values like honesty, 

discipline, punctuality and loyalty. Today‘s fast paced competitive world has led man to 

compromise on values, integrity and character. As a result, we see aggression, selfishness, 

rampant corruption, unlawful activities and inhuman behaviour all around. 

There is an urgent need to introduce value based education dealing specifically with 

human values, to redesign the fabric of our society. Childhood is the right time and stage to 

impart value education so that the right impressions formed in the child‘s mind guide him 

throughout his life. Schools provide an interactive and learning ambience where human 

values can be easily introduced to a child by making him/her ―experience‖ and ―live‖ the 

values. This can be done through workshops, seminars, camps and open forums since 

values are ‗caught‘ and not just ‗taught‘. Nelson Mandela rightly said: ―Education is the most 

powerful weapon through which you can change the world‖. Here, he talked about both 

academic education as well as moral value education. And, value education has the power to 

change the world. 

So the real onus lies on the elders to ensure that they preserve and promote values. The need of 

the hour is to integrate value based education into our curriculum. 

Q.2. Devmalya is a student of Holy Student School, Chennai. She reads a report on the miserable 

condition of the Child Labour in India in the Times of India. She is moved and wants to express 

her strong feelings against the widespread exploitation of children in an article. Using the hints 

given below in the input, write a purposeful article on Child Abuse for the school-magazine in 

150-200 words. 

 

Child Abuse-a painful fact - children exploited – India a poor country – about 10 million 

children employed in dangerous trades and industries – exploited – living and working in 

inhuman conditions – Effective legislation against Child labour. 
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                                                      CHILD ABUSE 

                                                          - By Devmalya 

 

Childhood is the golden period of man‘s life. Children need love and care for their growth and 

development. However, child abuse is the tragic irony of Indian social life. About 10 million 

children are employed in unhealthy and hazardous trades and industries. Bare footed, lean and 

thin children have to work for 10 to 15 hours a day. They work in numerous shops, brick kilns, 

small factories and cottage industries. Some risk their lives while selling newspapers on busy 

roads. 

 

These child-workers are generally ill-fed and treated like bonded labourers. They are often 

underpaid. Thousands of children work in fire- crackers and match-factories. Many of them get 

killed in accidents and fires. The carpet industry in Uttar Pradesh employs many children. 

Children have to work in chemical factories in hazardous conditions. In 2015, the country 

of India is home to the largest number of children who are working illegally in various industrial 

industries. 

 

Penury is the main reason that compels many poor parents to send their children for work. India 

has the largest number of children working in most inhospitable, and inhuman surroundings. The 

Child Labour Act should be enforced with all sincerity and more stringent clauses. Exemplary 

punishment should be given to the defaulters and the defiant employers. 

 

Q.3. Ragging has raised its ugly head again. A recent incident at a prestigious school 

has shown that this evil has not yet come to an end. Write an article in 150-200 words 

on 'Ragging, an evil'. You are Navtej/Navita. 

Ans. 

Ragging, an Evil 

- By Navita 

Ragging in India is a damaging form of interaction of the seniors in the college or school with 

the juniors, new comers or first year students. Original aim was to teach the students respect for 

hierarchy thereby enforcing traditions and discipline among them.  As a result, practice of 

familiarizing beginners with their seniors has now turned into a powerful tool for ill-treating and 

punishing juniors if they fail to obey their seniors. 

 

Under the pretext of fun, a poor student is often assaulted, sometimes even stripped and 

intimidated by his seniors and this torture obviously leaves an indelible impression on his 

mind. The chilling incident continues to haunt him and unknowingly he develops various 

psychological disorders. Sometimes the situation turns so bad that it compels the ragged victim 

to commit suicide. Recently, ragging has been declared a criminal offence. Still, ragging is 

prevalent in colleges and hostels in secretive ways.   

 

Solution lies in more practical steps like having an anti-ragging helpline that can take anonymous 

complaints and act against the culprits or having awareness programmes conducted at a more 

specific level. This menace, in any case, has to be contained and stopped. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE WITH HINTS /VALUE POINTS (ARTICLE WRITING) 

 

Q. 1. Taking selfies has become a craze and is a global phenomenon. It has cost us several 

lives and also immortalized several moments. Write an article for a National Daily on 

the trend of taking selfies and its impact on people. You are Aditi/ Aditya. (150-200 

words)  

 

ARTICLE WRITING 10 marks  

Format :1 mark 

Heading and Writer's Name 

Suggested Heading: Taking Selfies: A Craze 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

Suggested value points: 

Introduction 

 mention briefly the problems associated with the selfie 

culture and its ramifications- A great obsession 

Topic analysis 

 Do not enjoy the moment or nature 

 Too occupied posting it on social media 

 Take risks to click them 

 Perform dangerous stunts 

 

 Need to create awareness about the drawbacks 

 Teach responsible use of technology 

Suggest positive use of this technology 

Conclusion  

(Due credit has to be given for creative answers backed by logical argument.) 

 

Q. 2. By 2050, India will be amongst the countries which will face acute water shortage. You are 

highly alarmed and terrified of the future world without water. So, write an article for the local 

daily in 150-200 words on save water- are we doing enough? 

ARTICLE WRITING 10 marks  

Format: 1 mark 

Heading and Writer's Name 

Suggested Heading: SAVE WATER – ARE WE DOING ENOUGH?  

Content: 4 marks 
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Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

Suggested value points: 

 Introduction 

 Mention briefly the status of the issue Topic analysis  

 Discuss why saving water is Important. 

 Describe how this deficit will affect people and humankind.  

 Suggest what can be done to save water for the future.  

 Conclusion 

(Due credit has to be given for creative answers backed by logical argument.) 

Q. 3. On the threshold of being a world super power, India does have a large young workforce 

but unfortunately not many in this force are employable for want of necessary skills. Write in 

about 150-200 words, an article for a newspaper on the topic' Skill Development is the need of 

the hour'. You are Anita/Arnav. 

ARTICLE WRITING 10 marks  

Format: 1 mark 

Heading and Writer's Name 

Suggested Heading: ' Skill Development is the need of the hour'. 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

Suggested value points:  

 Introduction 

 Mention briefly the status of the issue Topic analysis  

 Discuss why Indian education fails to develop employability skills among youth.  

 Describe how this deficit affects Indian economy, industry, business and people. 

 Suggest what can be done to develop these skills among the young people who are going 

to be in the mainstay of the workforce of the future. 

 Conclusion  

(Due credit to be given for creative answers backed by logical argument.) 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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DEBATE WRITING (150-200 Words) 10 Marks 

A debate is different from an article or a speech. It is a formal discourse either in favour of the 

motion (topic) or against the motion (topic). Debate is actually a set of arguments. The purpose 

of making a debate/ speech is to convey information orally to a large gathering of people 

strongly and convincingly. In speech we can talk about both the negative and positive aspects of 

the topic and then come to the conclusion. But in debate we have to either support or oppose the 

motion. Generally, debate is a contest in form of an argument, dispute, controversy and 

discussion. These arguments may be supported by some statistics, quotes, recent incidents, etc 

 

 First of all, the chair is addressed and topic is explained. Subsequently, debate is started abiding 

by decorum and instruction by the chair. Many authentic instances are referred to. This is done to 

substantiate the topic. Many times, we need to prove our point more correct than the others. In 

fact, truth is always one and absolute, but owing to different perceptions of every individual, we 

are confused in deciding upon topics of public interests. In other words, a debate is generally 

held on issues not unanimously accepted by people or in the state of difference of opinion 

looming large. Sometimes, you will need to engage in a formal discussion or in public speaking 

and you will have to debate and come up with convincing arguments. 

Points to remember 

*Begin with - Hon. Chairperson, sagacious judges, fellow debaters, members of staff and 

distinguished guests, I (name) stand before you to express my views for/against the motion 

"Topic". 

*Total agreement or disagreement with the topic should be expressed forcefully and clearly. 

*Use argumentative style and logical reasoning. 

*Bank up arguments with appropriate and relevant information. 

*At the end write 'Thank you' / ‗Thanks‘ at extreme end on the left. 

* Use CODER judiciously. 

*Use powerful expressions like: 

- I'd like to argue 

- In my opinion 

- May I ask? etc. 

- Refer to your opponent's view/views 

*Stick to your view point either in favour or against 

*Follow the prescribed word limit 

*Dos 

 Be aware of time constraints and time yourself (20 minutes) 

Stick to your planned, researched arguments. 

Use humour and irony and / or anecdotes in your speaking: 

* Using examples help illustrate your position, and use an argument of precedence 
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*DON‘Ts 

 Side track your opponents with irrelevant points, stay on topic.  

* DON‘T attack your opponents. 

* DON‘T try to ―juggle‖ too many points at once. 

* DON‘T use inappropriate language 

Useful expressions for debating: 

Phrases to present the most important point 

 This argument/idea is of paramount importance. 

 The most important argument for ... is ... 

 The main idea/thing is ... 

 The most important idea is... 

 Most importantly, I want to mention that... 

 The primary argument for... is... 

 Two/three... important arguments support my point of view... 

Conceding an argument 

 It's true/obvious/evident that ... However, ... 

 While you might say that ..., it's important to remember that ... 

 I agree with you that ... On the other hand, ... 

 Although/even though it is true that... I believe that... 

 I agree/admit/concede that... , but we must remember that... 

 I can understand that... Nevertheless, ... 

Sequencing a list of arguments 

 First of all, I'd like to state ... 

 Firstly, ... Secondly, ...Thirdly, ... 

 The second argument in favour of ... 

 To begin with, ... 

 I'd start by... 

 For a start, ... 

 The next argument I'd like to state is... 

Adding an argument to strengthen your point 

 In addition to that,... 

 You also have to consider... 

 Furthermore,... 

 Moreover,... 
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 What is more,... 

 I might also add that... 

 Perhaps / Maybe I should also mention... 

 Not to mention the fact that... 

 Not only that but also... 

Concluding 

 Let me recap/recapitulate my point ... 

 As a final word, let me summarize my point of view ... 

 To reiterate my point of view, ... 

 My final thought is ... 

 In a nutshell, what I am trying to say is ... 

 To sum up, ... 

 Finally, ... 

BEFORE ATTEMPTING, REMEMBER THE INFORMATION GIVEN BELOW: 

 

FORMAT Includes the topic (For/Against) SALUTATION, greeting the chief guest and fellow 

speakers or listeners. 

CONTENT: Express your views about the topic. 

-Compare, contrast and sum up highlighting your viewpoint. 

-Use LANGUAGE that is persuasive and powerful using the expressions like- 

I vehemently disapprove of, I strongly feel, etc. 

-Must reflect CLARITY of thought, accuracy of facts and balanced view. 

Conclusion and Formal thanks 

 

MARKING SCHEME 

DEBATE WRITING 10 marks 

 

Format: 1 mark 

- topic introduction, addressing the audience, mention for /against the motion , 'Thank you' / 

'Thanks'  at the end 

Content: 4 marks 

- total agreement or disagreement 

– relevant information addressing the issue, current situation, reasons 

in favour or against, possible suggestions 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling [2½ ] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words  

 

(Appropriate conclusion is desirable. Due credit has to be given for 

creative responses.) 

Time management  
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Time management is most important because the paper is quite lengthy and one often loses 

much time in the writing section, especially while attempting debate writing. Time 

management is the process of planning and exercising conscious control of time spent on specific 

activities, especially to increase effectiveness, efficiency, and productivity. Using time 

effectively gives the person "choice" on spending/managing activities at their own time and 

expediency. Time management may be aided by a range of skills, tools, and techniques used 

to manage time when accomplishing specific tasks, projects, and goals complying with a due 

date. 

Time Required: 20 Minutes 

2 minutes to read the question (with utmost care and attention) 

2 minutes for CODER 

14 minutes to write the answer 

2 minutes to revise and make correction if required. 

SAMPLE DEBATE 

Q.1. Write a debate in 150-200 words on the topic „Relevance and Desirability of 

Coaching Centres‟ either for or against the motion. You are Sumit/Sumita.  

 

RELEVANCE AND DESIRABILITY OF COACHING CENTRES 

 

For the Motion 

 

Hon. Chairperson, sagacious judges, fellow debaters, members of staff and distinguished guests. 

Today I, Sumit, stand before you to speak for the motion on ‗Relevance and Desirability of 

Coaching Centres‘. You‘ll see that today‘s world is simply of neck-break/cut-throat 

competitions.  

Against one seat in a medical or engineering institute there are hundreds of applicants. Here in 

comes the coaching centre. If a boy or a girl shows very good score in the competitive 

examination, his or her chances for admission are bright. So I don‘t think anything is wrong with 

these coaching centres. There are innumerable plus points in favour of these centres. You‘ll say 

that these coaching centres mint money. This can‘t be applied on every coaching centre. A 

student can choose which coaching centre is suitable for him or seeing his or her paying 

capacity. One needs to be conscious of what‘s good or bad for him or her before he or she 

decides to choose. These centres, indeed, provide coaching in such a way that even an average 

student can succeed. If it were not so, many of them would already have been closed. 

 

 So I am of the firm opinion that they should stay and flourish. 

 

Thank you.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effectiveness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efficiency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Productivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management
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RELEVANCE AND DESIRABILITY OF COACHING CENTRES 

 

Against the Motion 

 

Hon. Chairperson, sagacious judges, fellow debaters, members of staff and distinguished guests. 

Today I, Sumita, stand before you to speak against the motion on ‗Relevance and 

Desirability of Coaching Centres‘ in today‘s society. I don‘t favour the desirability of these 

coaching centres in today‘s world. You‘ll see yourself that these centres are multiplying day-by-

day.  

Their growth indirectly tells the sad story of school and college education. In direct words, I 

would say that school and colleges are not functioning as they should. I feel that if these 

educational institutions function in the right spirit, these coaching centres don‘t need to be there. 

For that our teaching fraternity is responsible together with the administration. 

 

Worthy judges, in my opinion, these coaching centres are teaching shops‘ only. 

These show rosy paths to the unsuspecting students and try to trap them into their net. Then 

these start making money from them on one count or the other. These are centres for 

‗misguiding‘ the students and their fee structure is so high that many students can‘t afford them.  

 

What I want is that those centres which mint money without doing good should be punished. 

Then school and college education should be improved. 

 

Thank you all 

 

Q.2. You are Fahim/ Fatima a class XII student of R V School, Bhopal. You interacted with your 

friends for knowing their views on shopping Malls which have come up in every corner of the 

city. You found that around half the total number of your friends loves to go to Malls, while the 

other half hate them. Write a debate in 150–200 words in favour of or against the topic “Mall 

Culture in Cities – Positive or Negative Aspects”. 

Mall Culture in Cities – Positive Aspects 

Debate – Favour 

Hon. Chairperson, sagacious judges, fellow debaters, members of staff and distinguished guests. 

Today I, Fahim, stand before you to speak for the motion. Shopping malls are becoming integral 

part of cities.  

Shopping malls are fast emerging as new hallmark of development. Teenagers love to visit malls 

with their friends and family. Air-conditioned atmosphere provides a big relief from sweltering 

heat one has to face while shopping in markets in summers. Shopping malls help teenagers to 

shop for anything under the sky under one roof. All their favourite things are available there.  

Shopping malls also provide perfect place to give and enjoy parties Mcdonalds, Pizzahuts, KFC 

and many such eating joints have their outlets in malls. It is becoming a new trend among 

teenagers to celebrate birthdays, friendship days and many such occasions in shopping malls. 
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Shopping malls with their movie theaters provide another way of enjoying holidays with friends 

and family.  

Thus shopping malls are emerging as the most favourite place and have become a cynosure for 

teenagers to hang around in the company of their loved ones without worrying about heat or 

hunger. 

Thank you all. 

 

Mall Culture in Cities – Positive Aspects 

Debate – Against 

Hon. Chairperson, sagacious judges, fellow debaters, members of staff and distinguished guests. 

Today I, Fatima, stand before you to speak against the motion. Mushrooming of shopping malls 

in every nook and corner of cities is becoming a nuisance for common people. Teenagers suffer 

most because of increasing mall culture in cities. Youngsters, especially teenagers spend their 

valuable time and hard earned money of their parents in malls. 

Shopping malls are harmful for health of the visitors. The air inside the mall is stale due to its 

being air conditioned without proper ventilation. Shopping malls encourage western culture 

among teenagers. They get lured by the glossy advertisements about the eating joints there and 

want to give parties in them instead of at home. They thus, harm teenagers as they get away from 

Indian values like partying at home with parents. 

To conclude, one can say it emphatically that today‘s teenagers under the bad influence of 

western culture, encouraged by malls, spend their valuable time and hard earned money by 

roaming around aimlessly in malls. They want to show off to their friends their spending powers 

and western outlook at the cost of time and money. 

Thank you all. 

 

Q.3. Write a debate in 150-200 words on the topic „JOINT FAMILY IS THE MOST 

APPROPRIATE WAY OF LIFE‟ either for or against the motion. You are Rohini /Anil. 

JOINT FAMILY IS THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY OF LIFE 

For the Motion 

Hon. Chairperson, sagacious judges, fellow debaters, members of staff and distinguished guests. 

I, Rohini, stand before you to speak for the motion on ‗Joint Family is the most appropriate way 

of life‘ in the context of our old-age culture. You know that our culture lays much emphasis on 

human values of love, affection, pity, mercy, sympathy, help, compassion, etc. 
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 Then human life and survival are the most important aspects of life. Such a way of life is 

possible only in a joint family. In a joint family, the eldest member has to undergo all the worries 

of caring his entire family. Children and women are paid due and constant attention as they are 

the future of the family lineage. Duties are shared as the joint family becomes a fine example of 

the division of labour. The weak and the old are equally looked after. Thus, the joint family 

becomes the most desirable way of life.  

Cooperation, sharing of work, taking care of the children, the weak and the elderly are its 

important aspects. The old don‘t become victims of negligence as they become in a nuclear 

family. United we stand and divided we fall. 

Thank you all. 

JOINT FAMILY IS THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY OF LIFE 

Against the Motion 

Hon. Chairperson, sagacious judges, fellow debaters, members of staff and distinguished guests. 

I, Anil, stand before you to speak against the motion, ‗Joint family is the most appropriate way of 

life‘.  My knowledgeable friend has stated the desirability of this system as the most appropriate 

way of life. But I don‘t think so.  

In fact, in a nuclear family the children‘s individual traits are noticed and groomed. Nuclear 

families are the order of the day; there are many reasons for that. Lack of privacy is a common 

complaint among people who live in a joint family. If you are distressed and want to be alone 

and cry to let it out, you‘d prefer crying in your bed and telling your sad stories to your pillow. 

But that‘s not possible if you are living in a joint family. Living in a joint family sometimes 

deprives parents of taking right decisions for their child. This may create hindrance in their style 

of parenting and ultimately it fuels their anger. Also, people cannot cook what they want and 

they have to strictly adhere to the rules of the family.  

Of course, living together is difficult because in a joint family you have to put someone else‘s 

needs before yours, you have to compromise but all these situations make you a better person. 

Thank you all. 

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE WITH HINTS /VALUE POINTS (DEBATE WRITING) 

 

Q.1. 'Aggression and sledging are an essential part of Sports.' Write a debate in 150- 

200 words either for or against the motion. You are Shivam/Shivani. 10 marks 

 

DEBATE WRITING 10 marks 

Format: 1 mark 

- topic introduction, addressing the audience, mention for /against the motion, 'Thank you' / 

‗Thanks‘ at the end 

Content: 4 marks 

- total agreement or disagreement 
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– relevant information addressing the issue, current situation, reasons in favour or against, 

possible suggestions 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling [2½ ] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words  

 

Suggested value points: 

 

„FOR‟ the Motion: 

 

Aggression is important 

Creates killing instinct 

Sharpens the desire to win 

Desired attitude in sports in present times 

Many famous sports personalities rely on it 

 

„AGAINST‟ the Motion: 

 

Outcome should be based on better game than aggression 

Loses the fun element 

Compromises sportsman spirit 

Has become a business- winning at all costs makes you 

should ethics 

 

(Appropriate conclusion is desirable. Due credit has to be given for creative responses.) 

 

Q. 2. You are Mukul / Mahima of Alps Public School. Your school has organized a debate on 

Social Media and It`s Effect and you will be participating from your school. Prepare your views 

against or in favour of the motion. (150-200 words)  

DEBATE WRITING 10 marks 

Format: 1 mark 

- topic introduction, addressing the audience, mention for /against the motion, 'Thank you' / 

‗Thanks‘ at the end 

Content: 4 marks 

- total agreement or disagreement 

– relevant information addressing the issue, current situation, reasons in favour or against, 

possible suggestions 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling [2½ ] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words  

 

Suggested value points: 
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DEBATE: SOCIAL MEDIA AND ITS EFFECTS  

FOR  

● Connectivity  

● Updated Information 

 ● Helps in creating awareness  

● Helps in bonding 

AGAINST 

 ● Social Nuisance 

 ● Fake news & Information 

 ● Wrong mob mentality 

● Sheer wastage of time 

(Appropriate conclusion is desirable. Due credit  has to be given for 

creative responses.) 

Q. 3. 'Homes for the aged is a necessity in India '. Write a debate in 150- 200 words either for 

or against the motion. You are Sunny/Sonam. 

DEBATE WRITING 10 marks 

Format: 1 mark 

- topic introduction, addressing the audience, mention for /against the motion , 'Thank you' / 

'Thanks' at the end 

Content: 4 marks 

- total agreement or disagreement 

– relevant information addressing the issue, current situation, reasons in favour or against, 

possible suggestions 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling [2½ ] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words  
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Suggested value points: 

 

For  

• Children working/out stationed/abroad  

• Change in social structure  

• Old age homes safer than dependence on paid domestic helpers  

• Old age homes better than lonely homes  

• Provision of immediate medical assistance in old age homes 

 • No more a social stigma 

 • Harmonious distance better than stressful closeness 

 AGAINST  

• Old age home-not a part of Indian culture 

 • Shirking away from responsibility  

• Paid services lack the tender care  

• Old age homes prove to be torturous & children become indifferent  

• Parents are every child‘s moral responsibility  

(Appropriate conclusion is desirable. Due credit has to be given for 

creative responses.) 

****************************************************************************** 

Speech Writing (150-200 Words) 10 Marks 

 

Writing a speech is very similar to writing an essay, a report, a letter or any type of writing. 

But the difference is that your words are being HEARD not READ, the audience is a 

listener not a reader so you only have one chance to get your message across. There is subtle 

difference in writing a speech as compared to an article. The speech begins with a formal 

salutation to the Chief Guest and the audience. The most challenging task before the speaker is to 

make the audience interested. A speech ends with a note of thanks to the audience. 
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 Now let‘s check out the basic structure of a speech. The introduction should not be very lengthy. 

Begins with brief, catchy introduction- supported by an anecdote, quotation, striking statistical 

data or a thought provoking question. It decides the fate of the speech. Introduce your topic to 

the audience clearly. Include adequate supporting data to make it credible and interesting. Have 

clear idea about the purpose of the speech and the target audience. The main topic should be 

taken up as quickly as possible. Use concrete terms and tangible examples. Avoid abstract 

phrases which are quite vague. Pause questions, use interactive expressions like: I think you will 

agree with me, don‘t you think that, I am sure that you will have the same notion, Does anyone 

have the opinion that, etc. Conclusion plays a very important role in the success of a speech.  

Conclusion should be brief, catchy and striking. Give your own conclusion on the topic in a 

telling manner.  

Points to remember: 

1. Give the title at the top to make answer examiner friendly. 

2. Begin with ―Good morning to one and all, today I (name) am here to express my views on the 

topic ―./ Begin with—―Hon. chairperson, Judges, teachers and my dear friends, I (name) stand 

before you to express my views on ―TOPIC‖...... 

3. The Present Tense is usually used when you write out a speech. 

4. Define the topic; give its causes, effects, the present state and remedial measures. 

5. Clarity, organization and systematic presentation of ideas are very important. 

6. Should be a coherent piece clearly stating a particular point of View. Divide the 

speech into 3 to 4 paragraphs. 

7. Conclude by giving suggestions for improvement- hope for a better future. 

8. Time yourself. 

9. Avoid abstract phrases which are quite vague. 

10. Use simple and familiar language. 

11. Total agreement or disagreement with the topic should be expressed forcefully and 

clearly. You can use polite sarcasm and humor but no indecorous language should 

be used. 

12. Use argumentative style and logical reasoning. 

13. More conversational in tone. 

14. Back up arguments with relevant information. 

15. At the end write ―Thank you‖ at extreme end on the left. 

16. Use CODER judiciously. 

17. Useful phrases, links and conjunctions like: 

 ―In my opinion, + [your sentence]‖ 

 ―I believe that + [your sentence]‖ 

 ―In my mind, + [your sentence]‖ 
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 ―It would seem that + [your sentence]‖ 

 ―It could be argued that + [your sentence]‖ 

 ―This suggests that + [your sentence]‖ 

 ―This proves that + [your sentence]‖ 

 I‘d like to argue 

 I fail to understand ...... 

 May I ask? 

 I disagree ...... 

 To put it more simply, 

 What I mean to say is… 

 So, what I‘m saying is…. 

 To put it in another way…. 

 How could you/we possibly…? 

 Do you really think…? 

 What would happen if…? 

 Could your conscience cope with…? 

 Is it really worth…? 

 Do you want to be part of…? 

 Are we to believe that…? 

 Doesn‘t everyone know that…? 

 For this reason… 

 I feel that… 

 I am sure that… 

 Some believe that 

 Surely you would agree that… 

 No one can deny… 

 Most people would agree that… 

 Here are two reasons why… 

 This clearly shows that… 

 We can see from the evidence that… 

 It is certain… A sensible 

 It would be good idea to… 

 The truth is that… 

 The fact is that… 

 And… Or… But… So… If… Because… However… Yet… Firstly… Secondly… Next… In 

addition… Finally… In conclusion… For… Above all… Although… Though… Whether… 

Until… Even though… Nevertheless… Otherwise… Provided that… 
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INTRODUCING THE TOPIC 

After the welcome address and the introduction of the speaker comes the presentation of the 

topic. Here are some useful introductory phrases. 

 Today I am here to talk to you about… 

 What I am going to talk about today is… 

 I would like to take this opportunity to talk to you about… 

 I am delighted to be here today to tell you about… 

STARTING POINT 

After all this preparation, you can finally get started with the main part of the presentation. The 

following phrases will help you with that. 

 Let me start with some general information on… 

 Let me begin by explaining why/how… 

 I‘d like to give you some background information about… 

 Before I start, does anyone know… 

 As you are all aware… 

 I think everybody has heard about…, but hardly anyone knows a lot about it. 

EMPHASIS 

To ensure that your presentation does not sound monotonous, from time to time you should 

emphasize certain points. Here are some suggestions. 

 It should be emphasized that… 

 I would like to draw your attention to this point… 

 Another significant point is that… 

 The significance of this is… 

 This is important because…. 

 We have to remember that 

CONCLUSION 

At the end of the presentation, you should summarize the important facts once again. 

 I‘d like to conclude by… 

 In conclusion, let me sum up my main points. 

 Weighing the pros and cons, I come to the conclusion that… 

 That brings me to the end of my presentation. Thank you for listening/your attention. 

 Thank you all for your listening. It was a pleasure being here today. 

 Well, that‘s it from me. Thank you very much. 

 That brings me to the end of my address. Thanks for your attention 
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Layout of a Speech 

Introduction 

 

 You could start with a striking pre-speech note to interest your audience.  

 You could also refer to some recent issue that affects the audience, an anecdote or a story 

or historical reference could give you a good beginning.  

 The next step is to greet the Chief Guest, and the audience.  

 Specify that occasion of the speech. 

 Announce the topic of your speech.  

 

                                                         Exposition of the Topic 

 

*Build up a sequence of ideas 

*To support your ideas, look for most relevant examples, evidences or date. 

 *Draw up arguments regarding the topic.  

*Present your evidence in an interesting way.  

*Paint verbal picture, personalize it or dramatize it.  

 

                                                            Conclusion  
 

Depending on the purpose of your speech, conclude with a call for action, an appeal, a warning, 

a request and an expression of formal thanks.  

 

SPEECH - 10 marks 

 

Format  

(opening address and conclusion-'Thank you' / 'Thanks' at the end): 1 mark 

Content :4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 
 

(Due credit to be given for creative responses.) 

 

Time management  

Time management is most important because the paper is quite lengthy and one often loses 

much time in the writing section, specially while attempting speech writing. Time 

management is the process of planning and exercising conscious control of time spent on specific 

activities, especially to increase effectiveness, efficiency, and productivity. Using time 

effectively gives the person "choice" on spending/managing activities at their own time and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effectiveness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efficiency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Productivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choice
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expediency. Time management may be aided by a range of skills, tools, and techniques used 

to manage time when accomplishing specific tasks, projects, and goals complying with a due 

date. 

Time Required: 20 Minutes 

2 minutes to read the question (with utmost care and attention) 

2 minutes for CODER 

14 minutes to write the answer 

2 minutes to revise and make correction if required. 

 

SAMPLE SPEECH 

Q.1.   Write a speech in 150-200 words for your school magazine on the topic, „Obesity among 

School Children‟. You are Mohini/Mohit.  

Answer:    OBESITY AMONG SCHOOL CHILDREN 

 

Good morning to one and all  

 

Highly esteemed Principal Sir, learned teachers and my dear friends. today I (Mohit) am going to 

speak on ‗Obesity – Its causes and its remedies‘.  Please listen and make use of it.  

 

‗All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy‘, it is a well-known dictum that is proved to be 

correct in the case of today‘ school going children. ‗One out of ten‘ children may suffer from 

obesity, study says. The concept of obesity is most prevalent in the school going children.  

Nowadays life has become too fast and hectic, even for children that they do not get time for 

playing outdoor games. Children have become more prone to diseases like obesity due to their 

poorly managed life-style. Moreover, their eating styles are rubbish. They are more inclined 

towards junk rather leafy and nutritious food. They prefer pizzas and all that rather than having 

sprouts, green and leafy vegetables etc. additionally, they are like addicts to cold drinks. 

Whereas, a study has revealed that excessive use of cold drinks contribute to obesity.  

 

Finally I would like to exhort you to avoid fast food and sedentary life style and live a happy and 

healthy life. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Q.2. Power shortage has become a norm even in the metropolitan cities. One way to 

face this situation is by preventing the wastage of power. Write a speech in 150-200 

words on the importance of power in our daily life and how to save power at school 

and at home. You are Moni/Monu. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management
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Answer:                       Power shortage 

Good morning to one and all  

 

Highly esteemed Principal sir, learned teachers and my dear friends. 

Today I (Monu) am here to speak on a very important subject i.e., power shortage in our country 

and how we can save power at school and at home. Electric energy occupies the top grade in 

energy hierarchy. No one can undermine the importance of power in our daily life.  

 

For our day-to-day smooth living, we need an uninterrupted power supply. We, at our level, in 

our small ways should try to save power. A small change to your lighting, gadgets and proper 

utilization of electricity can do a great deal to conserve the electricity. At school, you should see 

to it that all the fans, lights etc., are turned off while leaving your classrooms and make others 

also aware of the need not to waste. Sustaining electricity delivers the double purpose of helping 

stop the global warming and saving a lot of money. In our day-to-day life we can use the natural 

lights whenever possible. Today‘s wastage can be tomorrow's shortage.  

 

If you do not think of saving the power today, it can bring dark nights in your life tomorrow. 

Conservation is important and you can do it if you try. We all can actually play our part to save 

power in order to have a better and brighter tomorrow. Electricity saved, electricity generated. 

 

Thank you. 

Q.3 You are Suraj/Sandhya of Gargi Senior Secondary School, Delhi. Games and 

Sports should be made compulsory in schools. Write a speech for morning assembly 

on the Importance of Games and Sports in Personality Development in about 150-200 

words. 

 

Answer; 

 

Importance of Games and Sports in Personality Development 

 

Good morning to one and all  

 

Highly esteemed Principal sir, worthy teachers, and my dear friends. I, Sandhya, am going to 

speak on ‗Importance of Games and Sports in Personality Development‘.  Today I would like to 

talk on the importance of games and sports. 

 

There were times when children would go out even in the heat of the afternoon to play and they 

would not like to return home till late in the evening. Games and sports teach us to cultivate in us 

positive values like sportsman spirit, team work and cooperation which eventually help us in 

dealing with odds of life. Playing any sport, be it cricket, hockey , football or tennis or simple 

"gili-danda" is obviously an exciting activity on the playfield, where children play, fight, agree 

and disagree and thus develop a healthy, tolerant attitude towards life and world around. Outdoor 
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games are often group activities and they bring about an increase in the number of one's friends 

which widens one's social circle. They groom our personality also.  

 

Isn't playing outdoors more joyful and enriching in many ways than sitting glued to television or 

on computers and play some dead games? Now friends, which sports are you going to do from 

today onwards?  

 

Wishing you excellence in your desired sports. 

 

Thank you.  

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE WITH HINTS /VALUE POINTS 

(SPEECH WRITING) 

 

Q.1. Several Environment Activists have recently opposed some development projects 

due to their impact on the environment. Progress will naturally result in some 

destruction and harm. As Geeta/ Girish write a Speech to be given in the assembly 

on how both might be possible. (150-200 words) 

 

SPEECH 10 marks 

Development Projects: Impact on Environment 

Format  

(opening address and conclusion-'Thank you' / 'Thanks' at the end): 1 mark 

Content :4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

 

Suggested value points: 

Introduction: 

Present status and analysis of the current situation 

Progress important 

Development essential to cater to human needs 

Seems destruction/imbalance will occur 

Solution: 

Try sustainable methods 

Progress should be with social responsibility 

Long term development should promote replenishing measures 

 

(Due credit to be given for creative responses.) 
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Q.2. As Mukul / Mahima of Alps Public School, write a speech to be delivered in school 

assembly highlighting the importance of cleanliness suggesting that the state of cleanliness 

reflects the character of its citizens. (150-200 words) 

SPEECH 10 marks 

IMPORTANCE OF CLEANLINESS 

Format  

(opening address and conclusion-'Thank you' / 'Thanks' at the end): 1 mark  

Content : 4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

 

Suggested value points: 

 • Importance of Cleanliness – School, home & Surroundings  

• Present status  

• Prevents diseases 

 • Need to practice?  

• Reflects the character of the nation 

 • Benefits of Cleanliness  

• Conclusion 

(Due credit for creative answers backed by logical argument to be given.) 

 

Q.3. Yoga unites the body, mind and soul. When you are in harmony, the journey through life is 

calmer, happier and more fulfilling. Write a speech in 150-200 words to be delivered in the 

morning assembly on the topic 'Yoga- a way of life'. You are Karan/ Kajal, Head Boy /Head 

Girl of D.A.V. Public School, Delhi. 

SPEECH 10 marks 

'Yoga- a way of life' 

Format 

 (opening address and conclusion-'Thank you' / 'Thanks' at the end): 1 mark 

Content :4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 
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Suggested value points: 

• What is yoga?  

• Present status  

• Celebration of International Yoga Day 

 • What is the need to practise? 

 • When and how to practice 

 • Various yoga postures 

 • Benefits of Yoga 

 • Conclusion 

 

(Due credit for creative answers backed by logical argument to be given.) 

 

****************************************************************************** 

REPORT WRITING (150-200 Words) 10 Marks 

A report is a brief account of an event that has already taken place. It helps in recording 

events of importance that occurs in our day to day life and attempts to present the first 

hand information of an incident or event. A report on an event includes ideas, opinions and 

impressions on the event. It should state the facts as clearly and objectively as possible. Basically 

a report is a concise write-up which is written for a particular purpose and audience. It needs to 

be clear and well-structured. 

 

Types of Reports 
- For Newspaper 

- For Magazine 

Format: 

(a) A bold heading/Title.( A catchy title which is expressive of the contents of the report.) 

(b) Name of the reporter.( Name of the person writing the report with the designation. It is 

generally given in the question. Remember, you are not supposed to mention your personal 

details in your answer.) 

(c) Date of Report along with name of the place (city). 

 

Content: 

i. • Write a report in 3 - 4 short paragraphs. 

• Para-1:   
ii. Brief introduction of the event. It includes expansion of the headline.  It needs to be short 

as it is a general overview of the report.  

• Para -2and 3:  
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iii. Give details of incident like what/ how/ when/ where/who/why/ any special 

happening.( Main steps/activities/people/etc. involved may be dealt with as and when required . 

Brief detail of the place/cause/consequence/effects/guests/etc.) 

• Para -4:  

iv. Concluding remarks regarding action taken or required. Make appropriate conclusions 

that are supported by the evidence and analysis of the report. This will include the description of 

how the event ended. It may include quote excerpts from the Chief Guest's speech or how the 

event took its turn. Concluding Para may also exhibit reactions/promises by 

authorities/statement. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

 

• Mention the place, date, time and other relevant facts about the event. 

• Include information collected from people around or influenced by the event. 

• Write the name of the reporter. Provide a suitable title/heading. 

• Often written in past tense using passive voice to communicate information effectively. 

• Reported speech and passive forms of expression add impact and force. 

• Develop ideas (causes, reasons, consequences, opinions) coherently and logically. 

• Report an event in the order in which things have happened (Maintain sequence of 

events.) 

• Be brief, to the point and systematic. 

• Make sure you use language which is suitable for the audience you are addressing to. Usage of 

complex vocabulary for addressing students is not advisable. 

• Read the question at least twice and highlight the important information. It is very important to 

understand the question and read between the lines. Albert Einstein once said, 

"If you can't explain it simply, you didn't understand it well enough." 

• Plan before you pen. Just make a list of all your important points on the rough sheet (last sheet 

of your answer booklet) so that you do not forget relevant points while writing. This also helps 

you in maintaining a sequence, which is very important. 

• Use CODER judiciously. 

• Presentation is very important. 

• Time yourself. 

• Make sure you double check for grammatical accuracy and spellings. They carry marks. 

• Make small sentences. It restricts the scope of grammatical inaccuracies. 

• Write in a less formal and more descriptive manner. 

• In case of School Magazine Reports, name of the school, date and place need not 

be written. 
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• A boxed report gives a better and organized look but box is not mandatory. 

• Follow the prescribed word limit. 150-200 words) 

MARKING SCHEME 

 

REPORT WRITING- 10 marks 

Format: 1 mark 

Headline and Reporter's Name 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

 

(Any other relevant suggestion and idea to be given due credit) 

 

Time management  

Time management is most important because the paper is quite lengthy and one often loses 

much time in the writing section, especially while attempting report writing, upon thinking 

,therefore it is important to save time in other sections .Time management is the process 

of planning and exercising conscious control of time spent on specific activities, especially to 

increase effectiveness, efficiency, and productivity. Using time effectively gives the person 

"choice" on spending/managing activities at their own time and expediency. Time management 

may be aided by a range of skills, tools, and techniques used to manage time when 

accomplishing specific tasks, projects, and goals complying with a due date. 

Time Required: 20 Minutes 

2 minutes to read the question (with utmost care and attention) 

2 minutes for CODER 

14 minutes to write the answer 

2 minutes to revise and make correction if required. 

Common Subjects of a Report 

 

(i) Day Organized/Celebrated at School 

• Sports Day 

• Grand parents‘ Day 

• Environment Day 

• Children‘s Day 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effectiveness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efficiency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Productivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management
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• Teachers‘ Day. 

(ii) Workshops/Seminars/Talks 

• Science seminar 

• Talks on Adolescent Problems and solutions 

• Workshop on Examination stress and solution. 

• Seminar on consumer awareness. 

• Disaster management 

• Right to Education  

(iii) Competitions 

• Science Quiz 

• Zonal Level Drawing Competition 

• District level essay writing 

• Zonal level Junior Hockey 

• District Level Teachers‘ Competition 

(iv) Campaign/Awareness March/Rally 

• Tree plantation 

• Water harvesting 

• Save girl child 

• Anti-tobacco 

• Save Monuments 

• Pulse Polio 

(v) Camp/Visit/Exhibition/Fair 

• Blood Donation • National Park/Museum 

• Craft and Art Exhibition • Science Fair  

• Hospital Visit 

(vi) Robbery/Snatching 

• Day light • On a morning Train/Bus  

• Chain Snatching 

(vii) Accident/Calamity 

• Railway 

• Road/falling in manhole 

• Drowning in swimming pool/river 

• Cloud burst and mud slide 

• Flood / Fire 

• Earthquake 

(viii) Civic Problem 

• Bursting of water pipe • Road rage case 

• Digging on roads. 

(ix) Public Event 

• inauguration of metro station 
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• inauguration of new stadium 

• inauguration of flyover/underpass. 

SAMPLE REPORT 

Q. 1. You are Surbhi of Bharat Bharti Residential School Shalimar Bagh, Delhi. Your 

school organized an inter-school science exhibition. Write a report to be published in a 

local daily. (150-200 words)  

  

Answer:                                        

                                              Exhibition Inaugurated 

                                                 by Surbhi 

New Delhi, August 07, 2019  

 A grand ten-day science exhibition was inaugurated at Bharat Bharati Residential. School. Forty 

schools from different parts of Delhi participated in the exhibition. The theme of the exhibition 

was ―Water Purification and Conservation‖. 

 

Inaugurating the exhibition, Justice Chaudhari stressed on water conservation and need 

of students‘ participation in creating social awareness. The students put up some really 

good exhibits for the exhibition. The students representing Progressive School, Sector 

3 Noida stole the show by exhibiting four working models which were selected for 

Regional Exhibition. The participants presented unique concepts for water purification, 

power saving, garbage disposal and smart traffic signalling. The judges, guests and 

media admired the exhibition and encouraged participation to popularize and strengthen 

scientific temper among the masses. They all expressed rich kudos for the students who had put 

in their untiring efforts to make this ten-day science exhibition a mega and memorable event. 

 

The exhibition ended with prize distribution followed by blessings by the chief guest .The 

school principal presented a vote of thanks. 

 

Q.2. Write a report to be published in your school magazine in 150-200 words on how 

Independence Day was celebrated in your school. You are Amita Puri of class XII, 

Modern School, Gondia. 
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Answer:                                        

 

                                                   Independence Day Celebrations 

                                                                                                                                  by Amita Puri 

Gondia, August 16, 2019 

The school celebrated the Independence Day on 15 August 2019 with great fanfare 

and enthusiasm. Mr Kailash Satyarthi, the child activist and Nobel laureate hoisted the 

tri-colour on this historic day. 

 

Students presented a rich cultural extravaganza charged with patriotic sentiments. First of 

all students of class IX presented a skit highlighting the importance of educating a girl 

child. The school choir sang patriotic songs which were followed by an encouraging 

address by the chief guest. The chief guest spoke on the importance of independence and the 

sacrifice made by our freedom fighters. He emphasized that students are future and hopes of the 

countries. He expressed hope that India will soon become a super power since the generation 

next is progressing leaps and bounds. 

 

The programme came to a resounding close with a thrilling folk dance performance 

depicting valour and enthusiasm of rural youth from border areas of Rajasthan. The 

school principal presented a vote of thanks. At the end all enjoyed light snacks and tea with the 

chief guest and other invitees. 

 

Q.3. You are Tanvi/Jahan, the tour guide of Sai Tour and Travels Ltd. J&K based in Jammu. 

You had been on tour to Leh area of J&K with 15 tourists on 5th August when the cloudburst 

and mudslide caused massive devastation in the area. Write a report in about 150-200 words 

giving all the details you witnessed about the calamity for a magazine. 

Answer: 

 

                                  Cloud burst Caused Devastation in Leh 

By: Tanvi/Jahan 

Leh, August. 2019 

On 5th August, 2019 at 8 p.m. sudden cloudburst and resulting mudslide in upper Leh region 

caused a massive devastation in the area. A whole village, Choglamsar located in hillside got 

buried under the mass of mud. 

 In the upper part of Leh, houses were badly damaged. According to Government sources around 

200 people were reported dead. Among the victims were Ladakhis, Tibetan refugees and 

Tourists. Around 1500 people were badly affected by the calamity as hotels and tourist lodges 
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were badly damaged. People were stranded as there was no place to go. All the roads were 

blocked by debris. Chief Minister made an aerial survey of the area. He said that rescue work 

was likely to start within 48 hours. Local People were taking the injured to nearby makeshift 

hospitals. People were looking for their dear ones amid the debris. Sources claimed that airports 

and roads could be operational by Saturday for military planes. 

 Chief Minister announced compensation to the kith and kin of those who had died and the 

affected people. 

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE WITH HINTS /VALUE POINTS  

(REPORT WRITING) 

 

Q. 1. A massive fire due to short circuit gutted 50 odd shops in the congested area of 

Sadar Bazar in Delhi leading to loss of life and property. As a reporter with The 

Tribune write the report for the newspaper. (150-200 words) 10 marks 

 

 

REPORT WRITING 10 marks 

Format: 1 mark 

Headline and Reporter's Name 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

 

Suggested value points: 

 

How the fire started 

How the fire spread 

Reaction of the crowd 

Number of people injured/got burnt 

Action taken-rescue operations-when and how 

Total estimated loss 

Possible cause of fire 

Compensation announced 

 

(Any other relevant suggestion and idea to be given due credit) 

 

Q. 2. You are Karan / Kirti of L.M. Memorial Public School, Dwarka. Your school has adopted a 

village as a social responsibility. Students are being taken to teach the children of that village on 

a regular basis. Write a report, for your school magazine, on the various other programmes 

organized there in 150-200 words. 
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REPORT WRITING- 10 marks 

Format: 1 mark 

Headline and Reporter's Name 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression: 5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

 

 

Suggested value points: 

•A Report should answer the questions:  

• What - name of event and occasion 

 • Where –place of the event 

• When -date and time 

•VARIOUS ACTIVITIES IN THE ADOPTED VILLAGE 

 •Activities (Teaching & Social Work) held 

 •A comment on the quality of the activities organized 

(Any other relevant suggestion and idea to be given due credit) 

 

Q. 3. With a view to create awareness regarding health St. Anne's school organized 'Health Mela' 

in the school premises. Various charts, models, fitness equipment were displayed. Lectures, 

debates, discussions, plays were organized. A workshop on low calorie cooking was also 

organised. Write a report in 150-200 words on the 'Health Mela' for the school magazine. You 

are Neha/Nikhil, Secretary of the Health Club of school. 

REPORT WRITING-  10 marks 

 

Format :1 mark 

Headline and Reporter's Name 

Content: 4 marks 

Expression :5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [2½] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [2½] 

Word Limit: 150- 200 words 

 

Suggested value points: 

•A Report should answer the questions: 

 • What - name of event and occasion 
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 • Where • when -date and time  

• Chief Guest 

 • How - inaugural function - other activities held - prize distribution - Chief Guest's message - 

vote of thanks 

 • A comment on the quality of programme   

(Any other relevant suggestion and idea to be given due credit) 

 

Dear young knowledge-seekers,  

 

These two composition-based Very Long Answer Questions (carry 20 marks i.e. 25% of the 

question paper) are really a true blessing in disguise endowed by the CBSE to maximize your 

score. So all the possible, concerted and honest efforts are to be made to fare well in the 

examination by exploiting the given opportunity. I am of the firm opinion that the P6 mantra 

may help you realize your coveted marks:   

 

P. Proper 

P. Prior 

P. Plan  

P. Prevents 

P. Poor 

P. Performance 

 

**************************************************************************** 

Section „C‟ Literature Textbooks: Total for 30 Marks 

 QUESTION NO. 7 (a) One Extract from Poetry for 4 marks 

 Poem- 1 “My Mother at Sixty-Six”  by Kamala Das 

 

Q.1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“I looked again at her, wan, pale 

as a late winter‟s moon and felt that old 

familiar ache, my childhood‟s fear, 

but all I said was see you soon, Amma, 

all I did was smile and smile and smile……” 

 (a) What was the poet‘s childhood fear? 

(b) What do the poet‘s parting words suggest?  

(c) Which is the poetic device used in these lines? 

(d) Why did the poet smile and smile? 

Answer 

 (a) In her childhood, the poet was insecure about losing her mother, just as all young children 

often are. 

(b) The poet‘s parting words were, ―See you soon, Amma‖, which are suggestive of the hope that 

they will meet again. 
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(c) The poetic device used in these lines is simile, where the mother‘s dull and lifeless face is 

compared to a late winter‘s moon. 

(d) The poet smiled and smiled (meaning that she smiled continuously) because she was trying to 

hide her real feelings. She feared the fact that she might not see her mother again, which left her 

almost in tears. 

Q. 2  Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Driving from my parent‟s 

home to Cochin last Friday 

morning, I saw my mother, beside me 

doze, open mouthed, her face ashen like that 

of a corpse and realised with pain . 

that she was as old as she looked …” 

(a) Where was the poet driving to? 

(b) Why was her mother‘s face looking like that of a corpse? 

(c) What did the poet notice about her mother? 

(d) Why was the realisation painful?  

Answer 

(a) The poet was driving to Cochin airport from her parent‘s home. 

(b) Her mother‘s face had lost all its glow and colour. It was nearly lifeless. That is why it was 

looking like a corpse‘s face. 

(c) The poet noticed that her mother was sleeping with her mouth open. Her face looked like that 

of a corpse. She suddenly realised that her mother had become very old. 

(d) The realisation that her mother had grown very old was painful because it brought with it the 

distressing thought that she was also nearing her death, whose cruel hands would separate the 

poet from her mother. 

Q. 3 Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“...but soon 

put that thought away, and 

looked out at Young 

Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 

out of their homes…” 

(a) Which thought did the poet put away? 

(b) What do the ‗sprinting trees‘ signify? 

(c) What are ‗the merry children spilling out of their homes‘ symbolic of? 

(d) Why does the poet make use of the images of ‗young trees sprinting‘ and ‗merry children 

spilling‘?  

Hints / Value Points 
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(a) The thought of the-distressing reality of her mother getting old, her impending death 

(b)  Time passed at a fast pace 

(c) The merry children epitome of bubbly youth, the exuberance and liveliness of young age 

(d) Images to emphasise the contrast between old age and youth. 

 

Poem-2 „An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum‟ by Stephen Spender 

Q.1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“...The stunted, unlucky heir 

of twisted bones, reciting a father‟s gnarled disease, 

His lesson, from his desk. At the back of the dim class 

One unnoted, sweet and young.” 

(a) Who is the ‗unlucky heir‘ and what has he inherited? 

(b) What is the stunted boy reciting? 

(c) Who is sitting at the back of the dim class? 

(d) How has the ‗unlucky heir‘ been depicted here? 

 

Answer  

(a) The boy with stunted growth and twisted bones sitting at the desk, is referred to as ‗unlucky 

heir‘ because he has inherited the gnarled disease of his father that makes him a living example 

of his father‘s sufferings. 

(b) The stunted boy is reciting his lessons, but due to his knotty disease, his voice is weak and 

sick. 

(c) At the back of the dim class, a boy is sitting who has a sweet nature. He is dreaming of 

squirrels playing games on trees.  

(d) The ‗unlucky heir‘ has been depicted here as one with stunted growth and twisted bones. 

Q.2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“And yet, for these 

Children, these windows, not this map, their world, 

Where all their future‟s pointed with a fog, 

A narrow street sealed in with a lead sky 

Far far from rivers, capes and stars of words.” 
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(a) Who are the ‗children‘ referred to here? 

(b) Which is their world? 

(c) How is their life different from that of other children? 

(d) Why is the future of these children ―painted with a fog‖? 

 

Answer 

(a) The ‗children‘ referred to here are the poor children living in the slum. 

(b) Their world comprises of the dull and unpleasant classroom and its windows, amongst the 

dirty surroundings of the slum 

(c) The children of the slum are emaciated and poverty-stricken, as against the other children 

who are healthy and have all the comforts and luxuries of life. The life of the slum children is 

filled with darkness and hopelessness. 

(d) The future of these children is dark and uncertain. So, the speaker says that it is painted with 

a fog. 

Q.3 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Far far from gusty waves these children‟s faces. 

Like rootless weeds, the hair torn around their pallor 

The tall girl with her weighed-down head. The paper- 

seeming boy, with rat‟s eyes.” 

(a) What are the children compared to? 

(b) Why do you think the tall girl is sitting with a weighed down head? 

(c) Give two phrases which tell us that the children are under-nourished. 

(d) What is the condition of the boy? 

Hints / Value Points 

(a) ‗rootless weeds‘. 

(b) depressed due to abject poverty or family tussles. 

(c) phrases ‗like rootless weeds‘ and ‗the paper-seeming boy with rat‘s eyes‘. 

(d) The boy sitting in the classroom as thin as paper due to malnutrition, bulging eyes like that of 

a rat. 
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Poem-3 „Keeping Quiet‟ by Pablo Neruda 

Q.1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“If we were not so single-minded 

about keeping our lives moving, 

and for once could do nothing, 

perhaps a huge silence 

might interrupt this sadness 

of never understanding ourselves 

and of threatening ourselves with death” 

(a)Whom does ‗we‘ refer to in the above lines? 

(b)Why does the poet want us to ‗do nothing‘ for once? 

(c) What is the ‗sadness‘ that the poet refers to in the poem? 

(d) How can a huge silence do good to us? 

Answer 

(a) ‗We‘ refers to the human beings, who are always thinking about their own progress and 

advancement. 

(b)The poet wants us to ‗do nothing‘ for once so that our mind can be at peace and we are able to 

introspect and analyse our own actions. 

(c) The poet refers to the ‗sadness‘ which arises due to the fact that people fail to understand 

themselves. They have no time to introspect about their actions and their consequences. 

(d) A huge silence can do good to us because we are able to achieve peace in this silence. It helps 

us in analysing ourselves and our actions, interrupting the sadness of threatening ourselves with 

death. 

Q.2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Now we will count to twelve, 

and we will all keep still. 

For once on the face of the Earth, 

let‟s not speak in any language, 

let‟s stop for one second, 

and not move our arms so much.” 

(a) How long does the poet want to stay still? 
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(b)What does he hope to achieve by keeping quiet? 

(c) What does the poet mean by ―not move our arms so much‖? 

 (d) Why does the poet suggest us not to speak in any language? 

Answer 

(a) The poet exhorts each one of us to count to twelve and then be quiet, silent and motionless for 

a brief moment. 

(b) He hopes to achieve and realise the value of quiet introspection. In this silence, we shall feel 

that all are together and will experience a strange feeling of togetherness. 

(c) By this, he means that we should not make any physical movement, as physical activity will 

stop or interrupt our introspection. 

(d) The poet wants us to simply be silent for a moment and utilise that time to understand 

ourselves as well as others. Besides, language differences often lead to conflict, which the poet, 

perhaps, wants to avoid. 

Q.3 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“It would be an exotic moment 

without rush, without engines, 

we would all be together 

in a sudden strangeness.” 

(a) What will happen if there is no rush or running of engines? 

(b) Why would it be called an exotic moment? 

(c) How would we feel at that moment?  

(d) Name the poem and the poet. 

Hints / Value Points 

(a)  An ecstatic moment of tranquillity without rush or running of engines 

(b) An instance of universal peace and brotherhood, initiate introspection through meditation and 

the whole world enveloped in quietness 

(c) Feel very strange at that moment, everyone has a feeling of oneness with their fellow human 

beings, a new feeling altogether 

(d)  Poem - ‗Keeping Quiet‘, Poet - Pablo Neruda 
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Poem-4 „A Thing of Beauty‟ by John Keats 

Q.1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth 

Of noble natures, of the gloomy days, 

Of all the unhealthy and o‟er-darkened ways 

Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all, 

Some shape of beauty moves away the pall 

From our dark spirits.” 

 

(a) What are we doing every day? 

(b) Which evil things do we possess and suffer from? 

(c) Mention the circumstances contributing towards making humans unhappy and disillusioned 

with life?  

(d) What removes the pall from our dark spirits? 

Answer 

(a) The memory of beautiful things remains in our minds and strengthens our bond with the 

Earth. Every day, these bonds get strengthened by the flowery bands that we prepare. 

(b) Humans suffer from hopelessness and sadness. Our poor style of living makes us grim. 

(C) Hopelessness, sadness and lack of noble ways are a part of human life. We harm ourselves 

by following unhealthy and wicked paths. These circumstances contribute towards making 

humans unhappy and disillusioned with life. 

(d) Anything beautiful in our surroundings or even the memories of our beautiful experiences 

removes the pall from our dark spirits. 

 

Q.2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever 

Its loveliness increases, it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but will keep 

A bower quiet for us and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams and health and quiet breathing” 

(a) How does a thing of beauty remain a joy forever? 

(b) Mention any two sources of joy which a thing of beauty provides to us. 
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(c) Explain, ―never pass into nothingness.‖ 

(d) What is meant by ‗bower‘? 

Answer 

(a) A thing of beauty provides eternal and everlasting joy to us. Whenever we are in a pensive 

mood we can relive the joyful experience and happiness it gives us. 

(b) A thing of beauty gives us a quiet bower to rest peacefully, and a blissful sleep full of 

pleasant dreams. 

(c) The joy that a thing of beauty give us is eternal. It never loses its importance but increases 

with time. 

(d) A ‗bower‘ refers to a peaceful, quiet place under the shade of trees. 

 

Q.3 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“And such too is the grandeur of the dooms 

We have imagined for the mighty dead; 

All lovely tales that we have heard or read; 

An endless fountain of immortal drink, 

Pouring unto us from heaven‟s brink” 

 (a) Who are the ‗mighty dead‘? How do we know about them? 

(b) What images does the poet use to convey that beauty is everlasting? 

 (c) What is the effect of the immortal drink? 

(d) Write the words from the extract which mean 

(i) stories (ii) magnificence 

Hints / Value Points  

(a) Our ancestors, great in their own ways and the dead emperors referred as the mighty dead, 

reading or hearing valorous tales, speak of their innumerable sacrifices, a source of motivation 

for all who go through them. 

(b) ‗Endless fountain‘ of joy convey beauty everlasting, Things of beauty an eternal source of 

motivation, a precious gift from heaven give infinite pleasure and delight. 

(c) The immortal drink pours an immense joy and pleasure. 

(d) (i) tales (ii) grandeur 
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Poem-5 „A Roadside Stand‟ by Robert Frost 

 Q.1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“The hurt to the scenery wouldn‟t be my complaint 

So much as the trusting sorrow of what is unsaid: 

Here far from the city we make our roadside stand 

And ask for some city money to feel in hand 

To try if it will not make our being expand, 

And to give us the life of the moving-pictures‟ promise 

That the party in power is said to be keeping from us.” 

 

1. Who made a road side stand and where? 

2. Who wanted to feel the money in hand? 

3. Who hoped to be helped and by whom? 

4. What was the promise made and who made it? 

Answer  

1. The poor rural people made a roadside stand in their village that was far from city. 

2. The rural folk wanted to feel money in hand from the city folk. 

3. The rural folk hoped to be helped by the city people. 

4. The promise was made by the government to give a life a motion picture to the poor people.  

Q.2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“The little old house was out with a little new shed 

In front at the edge of the road where the traffic sped, 

A road side stand that too pathetically pled, 

It would not be fair to say for a dole of bread, 

But for some of the money, the cash, whose flow supports 

The flower of cities from sinking and withering faint” 

a) What is the condition of the roadside stand? 

b) What did the stand expect? 

c) Which words bring out the contrast between the rural and urban folk? 

d) Explain the figure of speech used here? 

Answer 
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(a) It was in a miserable condition. The owner lacked resources to give it an artistic look. 

(b) It expected money from passersby who would buy their wares, so that they could develop the 

country stand. 

(c) The city folk speed across while the stand ‗pathetically pled‘, shows the huge gap. 

(d) Personification is the figure of speech used here. The owner desperately pleads to the rich 

city dwellers to shop at the roadside stand and buy their wares so that some money could flow in 

their hands. 

Q.3 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Sometimes I feel myself I can hardly bear 

The thought of so much children longing in vain 

The sadness that lurks near the open window there, 

That waits all day in almost open prayer 

For the squeal of brakes, the sound of stopping car, 

Of all the thousand selfish cars that pass,” 

(a)What cannot be borne by the poet and why? 

(b) What is the ‗childish longing‘? 

(c) Why has the longing been termed as ‗vain‘? 

(d) Why do the people driving on the cars stop sometimes? 

Answer 

(a) How these country folks lured with false promises never going to be fulfilled, genuinely sad, 

so much deprivation of these innocent people. 

(b) Many unfulfilled promises and desires, windows open expecting some prosperous customers 

to turn up, some good fortune in their share. 

(c) Longing never be fulfilled. 

(d) To enquire the way to their destination, to ask for a gallon of gas in case of shortage.  

Poem-6 „Aunt Jennifer‟s Tigers‟ by Adrienne Rich 

Question.1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by 

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid” 

(a) Why are Aunt Jennifer‘s hands terrified? 

(b) Why did she make the tigers? 
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(c) What will happen to her tigers after her death? 

(d) How are Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers different from her? 

Answer 

(a) Her hands are ‗terrified‘ (actually she is terrified) as she is passing through the very hard and 

bitter experience of married life. Here the poet has used her hands to represent her. 

(b) She made the tigers because they are beasts of prey. They are chivalric and confident and do 

not fear men, which is totally contrasting with her own nature. 

(c) The tigers will still keep prancing over the panel even when Aunt is dead. They will 

outlive her. 

(d) Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers provide a striking contrast to her. The old lady is weak and scared of 

men, whereas the tigers symbolise strength, power and fearlessness. 

Q.2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Aunt Jennifer‟s tigers prance across a screen, 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree, 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty” 

(a) How are Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers described? 

(b) Why are they described as denizens of a world of green? 

(c) Why are they not afraid of the men?  

(d) What are her tigers symbolic of? 

Answer 

(a) Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers have been described as golden yellow in colour. They prance fearlessly 

across a screen in sleek chivalric certainty. 

(b) They are called as denizens of a world of green because they are the natives of dense green 

forests. 

(c) They are not afraid of men because they are brave, strong, fearless and full of confidence. 

(d) Her tigers are symbolic of Aunt Jennifer‘s desire for freedom. They are also symbols of 

strength and self-confidence. 

Q. 3 Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Aunt Jennifer‟s fingers fluttering through her wool 

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncle‟s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer‟s hand.” 

(a) What were Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers fluttering through? 
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(b) How was she pulling the needle? 

(c) What was lying heavily? Where? 

(d) What was upon Aunt Jennifer‘s hand? How did it sit there? 

Hints / Value Points 

(a) Fingers fluttering through her wool 

(b) Even the ivory needle hard to pull 

(c)Weight of Uncle‘s wedding band on her hand 

(d) Uncle‘s wedding band sat heavily on Aunt Jennifer‘s hand. 

QUESTION NO. 7 (b) Extract from Prose for 4 marks 

Q.7 (b) This question has been designed to test the students‘ understanding of the text and their 

ability to interpret, evaluate and respond to the questions based on the given extract. In other 

words, it attempts to test their reading comprehension ONLY. 

Marks allotted --1*4= 4 Marks. 

Guidelines for Learning/Practice/Attempting in examination: 

 1. Go through each lesson of text book (Flamingo) line by line with understanding of every 

expression. 

2. Underline key lines/important lines in the book itself when reading the lesson. 

3. Write the answer to the point, specifically. 

4. Maximum time may be devoted in exam to attempt this question -10 min. 

Marking Scheme- 1 Mark for each correct answer: 

LESSON -1 „THE LAST LESSON‟ by Alphonse Daudet 

Q.1 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex-1. I jumped over the bench and sat down at my desk. Not till then, when I got a little over my 

fright, did I see that our teacher had on his beautiful green coat, his frilled shirt, and the little 

black silk cap, all embroidered, that he never wore except on inspection and prize day. 

(i) Name the chapter and its writer.  

(ii) Who are ―I‖ and ―our teacher‖ in above lines? 

(iii) Why did the teacher wear special attire? 

(iv) Why was the narrator frightened? 

Answers:   

(i) ―I‖ is referred to Franz and ―our teacher‖ is referred to M. Hamel. 
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(ii) The name of the chapter is ‗The Last Lesson‘ and the name of the writer is ‗Alphonse 

Daudet‘.  

(iii)The teacher wore special attire because it was his last day in the school/last class of 

French language. 

(iv) The narrator was frightened because he was late for the school. 

Ex-2. My books, that had seemed such a nuisance a while ago, so heavy to carry, my grammar, 

and my history of the saints, were old friends now that I couldn‘t give up. And M. Hamel, too; 

the idea that he was going away, that I should never see him again, made me forget all about his 

ruler and how cranky he was. 

(i) If Franz was a serious/sincere learner? 

(ii) Who does ―Old friends‖ here refers to? 

(iii)Why was his outlook changed about his books? 

(iv) What type of man was M. Hamel according to Franz? 

Answers: 

(i) No Franz was not a serious learner. 

(ii) ―Old friends‖ here refers to his books. 

(iii) His outlook was changed because he had not to read them now anymore. / They were 

going away from him. 

(iv)  According to Franz M. Hamel was a cranky man. 

(For Practice)     

Ex.3- Only the desks and benches had been worn smooth; the walnut-trees in the garden were 

taller, and the hopvine that he had planted himself twined about the windows to the roof. How it 

must have broken his heart to leave it all, poor man; 

(i) Who had planted the hopvine tree himself? 

(ii) What was the change occurred in the desks and benches? 

(iii)Who is referred here as ‗poor man‘? 

(iv)  What must have broken his heart? 

(Hints) 

(i) M. Hamel 

(ii) Getting smoother 

(iii) M. Hamel 

(iv)  That he had to leave the place next day. 
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LESSON-2 „LOST SPRING-Stories of Stolen Childhood‟ by Anees Jung 

Q.2 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex1. He does not know what it means. If he knew its meaning-lord of the universe-he would 

have hard time believing it. Unaware of what his name represents, he roams the streets with his 

friends, an army of barefoot boys who appear like the morning birds and disappear at noon. 

(i) What is meant here the ―lord of the universe‖? 

(ii) If the author told Saheb the meaning of his name? 

(iii)What is the barefoot army compared to? 

(iv)  Why did they roam the street in morning? 

Answers: 

(i) The name of the boy, Saheb-e-Alam, is meant the ―lord of the universe‖. 

(ii) No, the author did not tell Saheb the meaning of his name. 

(iii)The barefoot army is compared with the morning birds. 

(iv)  They roam the street in search of something valuable from the garbage/for rag picking. 

Ex2. His face, I see, has lost the carefree look. The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic 

bag he would carry so lightly over his shoulder. The bag was his. The canister belongs to the 

man who owns the tea shop. 

(i) Who was carrying the steel canister? 

(ii) Who does the steel canister belong to? 

(iii)What difference author notice in Saheb‘s appearance? 

(iv) Name the chapter and its writer.  

Answer: 

(i) Saheb-e-Alam was carrying the steel canister. 

(ii) The steel canister belongs to the owner of the tea shop. 

(iii)The author noticed that Saheb has lost the carefree look. 

(iv) The name of the chapter is Lost Spring and the writer is Anees Jung. 

(For Practice) 

Ex-3 The cry of not having money to do anything except carry on the business of bangle making, 

not even enough to eat, rings in every home. The young men echo the lament of their elders. 

Little has moved with time, it seems in Firozabad. 

(i) The cry of ……………….rings in every home. 

(ii) Young men are partners in…………….. 

(iii) What is Firozabad famous for? 

(iv)  Does the young dare to take initiative for change? 

(Hints)- 

(i) Not having money. 

(ii) lament/grieves 

(iii) Bangle making. 

(iv)  No 
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LESSON-3 „DEEP WATER‟ by William Douglas 

Q.3 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex-1 The next I remember I was lying on my stomach beside the pool, vomiting. The chap that 

threw me in was saying, ―But I was only fooling ―Someone said. ―The kid nearly died. Be all 

right now. Let‘s carry him to the locker rooms.‖ 

(i) Who is ―I‖ in the extract? 

(ii) Why was ―I‖ lying beside the pool? 

(iii)Who has thrown him in the pool? 

(iv)  What was the excuse given by the chap? 

Answer: 

(i) ―I‖ is the narrator, William Douglas in the extract. 

(ii)  He was lying beside the pool because he was just rescued from drowning in the pool. 

(iii) A bruiser boy of about 18 years old has thrown him in the pool. 

(iv) The boy said that he was just making fun of him. 

Ex-2 This went on until July. But I was still not satisfied. I was not sure that all the terror had 

left. So I went to Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire, dived off a dock at Triggs Island, am 

swam two miles across the Lake to Stamp Act Island. I swam the crawl, breast stroke, side 

stroke, and back stroke. Only once did the terror return. When I was in the middle of the lake, I 

put my face under and saw nothing but bottomless water. The old sensation returned in 

miniature.  

(i) Name the chapter and its writer.  

(ii)  Why was the writer still not satisfied?  

(iii)  What did ‗he‘ do to satisfy himself?   

(iv)   Which ‗old sensation‘ did he experience?  

Answer: 

(i) The name of the chapter is Deep Water and the writer is William Douglas. 

(ii) Because he was still having some fear of drowning in the water. 

(iii) He swam across Lake Wentworth and tested himself. 

(iv)  He experienced the same fear of drowning as he had experienced in the YMCA pool. 

(For Practice) 

Ex-3 Thus piece by piece, he built a swimmer. And when he had perfected each piece, he put 

them together into an integrated whole. In April he said, ―Now you can swim the length of the 

pool, crawl stroke.‖ 

(i) Who does ―He‖ refer to? 

(ii) What is meant by ―piece by piece‖? 

(iii) Who became a swimmer now? 

(iv)  If the swimmer was finally successful in swimming across the pool? 

(Hints) 

(i) The instructor 
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(ii) Step by step/ in parts. 

(iii)The writer, William Douglas. 

(iv) Yes. 

LESSON-4 „THE RATTRAP‟ by Selma Lagerlof 

Q.4 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex-1.The next day both men got up in good season. The crofter was in a hurry to milk his cow, 

and the other man probably thought he should not stay in bed when the head of the house had 

gotten up. They left the cottage at the same time. 

(i) ‗Both men‘ stands for…… 

(ii) Who was the head of the house? 

(iii) Name the chapter and its writer? 

(iv)  How did guest feel in that cottage? 

Answer: 

(i) ‗Both men‘ stands for the crofter and the rattrap peddler. 

(ii) The crofter was the head of the house. 

(iii)The name of the chapter is ‗The Rattrap‘ and the writer is Selma Lagerlof. 

(iv) The guest felt very happy in that cottage. 

Ex-2.But although his guest was now so well groomed, the ironmaster did not seem pleased. He 

looked at him with puckered brow, and it was easy to understand that when he had seen the 

strange fellow in the uncertain reflection from the furnace he might have made a mistake. 

(i) ‗The guest‘ here refers to……. 

(ii) How did the ironmaster react to his guest in these lines? 

(iii) Where did this incident occur? 

(iv)  What might be the mistake committed by the ironmaster? 

Answer: 

(i) ‗The guest‘ here refers to the rattrap peddler. 

(ii)  The ironmaster was very annoyed at his guest. 

(iii) This incident occurred in the house of ironmaster. 

(iv)  He had mistaken the rattrap peddler as his old acquaintance from the regiment. 

(For Practice) 

Ex-3 ―Honoured and noble Miss, since you have been so nice to me all day long, as if I was a 

captain, I want to be nice to you in return, as if I was a real captain-for I do not want you to be 

embarrassed at this Christmas season by a thief,….‖ 

(i) These lines were expressed by………….. 

(ii)  Who was addressed in these lines? 

(iii) How did the noble Miss treat the thief? 

(iv)  Whom did he expect to behave like? 

 

(Hints) 
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(i) The rattrap peddler. 

(ii) Edla Willmansson /the daughter of ironmaster. 

(iii) Like a captain/a Christmas guest. 

(iv)  captain 

LESSON-5 „INDIGO‟ by Louis Fischer  

Q.5 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex-1 ―Fix a date.‖ he begged. Impressed by the sharecropper‘s tenacity and story Gandhi said. ―I 

have to be in Calcutta on such and such a date. Come and meet me and take me from there. 

(i) Who is ‗he‘ in the first line? 

(ii) What was Gandhi impressed with? 

(iii) Where was Gandhi supposed to meet the man? 

(iv)  Where would the man take Gandhi after that meeting? 

Answer- 

(i) ‗He‘ is Rajkumar Shukla, a sharecropper from Champaran in the first line. 

(ii) Gandhiji was impressed with the determination and story of sharecroppers‘ sufferings. 

(iii) Calcutta 

(iv)   The man would take him to Champaran. 

Ex-2.A report came in that a peasant had been maltreated in a nearby village. Gandhi decided to 

go and see; the next morning he started out on the back of an elephant. He had not proceeded far 

when the police superintendent‘s messenger overtook him and ordered him to return to town in 

carriage. 

(i) By whom the peasants were maltreated? 

(ii) Why did Gandhi want to visit the village? 

(iii) Who had sent the order to Gandhi? 

(iv)  Did Gandhi obey the order? 

Answer: 

(i) British landlords. 

(ii) A peasant was maltreated in the nearby village. / Gandhi wanted to protest that incident. 

(iii) The Police Superintendent had sent the order. 

(iv)  No, he did not follow the order. 

(For Practice) 

Ex-3. Gandhi never contented himself with large political or economic solutions. He saw the 

cultural and social backwardness in the Champaran village and wanted to do something about it 

immediately. 

(i) Did Gandhiji only want to stop sharecropping in Champaran? 

(ii) Write any one step he had taken to remove cultural and social backwardness in 

Champaran? 

(iii) Who had helped Gandhi in this mission? 

(iv)  Give on example of cultural or social backwardness in Champaran? 

(Hints) 
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(i) No.  

(ii) Opened schools/Hospitals/Taught personal hygiene etc. 

(iii) Kasturba Gandhi and volunteers from ashram.  

(iv)  Untouchability/Illiteracy/etc. 

 

LESSON -6 „POETS AND THE PANCAKES‟ by Asokamitran 

Q.6 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex-1 The make-up department of the Gemini Studios was in the upstairs of a building that was 

believed to have been Robert Clive‘s stables. A dozen other buildings in the city are said to have 

been his residence. For his brief life and an even briefer stay in Madras… 

(i) Name the chapter and its writer. 

(ii) Where was the Gemini Studios situated? 

(iii)Who was the owner of the Gemini Studios? 

(iv)  Was the make-up department actually in Robert Clive‘s stable? 

Answer: 

(i) The name of the chapter is ‗Poets and Pancakes‘ and writer is Asokamitran. 

(ii) The Gemini Studios was situated in Madras. 

(iii) The owner of the Gemini studios was S. Vasan. 

(iv)  No. It was only believed so. 

Ex-2 A strict hierarchy was maintained in the make-up department. The chief make-up man 

made the chief actors and actresses ugly, his senior assistant the ‗second‘ hero and heroine, the 

junior assistant the main comedian, and so forth. The players who played the crowd were the 

responsibility of the office boy. 

(i) What is meant by strict hierarchy? 

(ii) Who was given the task to do the make-up of the crowd? 

(iii) Did the writer also work in the make-up department? 

(iv) Did they really make the actors and actresses ugly? 

 

Answer: 

(i) It means a fair division of work according to their position. 

(ii) The office boy was given the responsibility to do the make-up of the crowd. 

(iii) No, the writer did not work in make-up department. 

(iv)  No, their job was to beautify them. 

 

(For Practice) 

Ex-3 At last, around four in the afternoon, the poet (or the editor) arrived. He was a tall man, 

very English, very serious and of course very unknown to all of us. 

(i) Who was that English man? 

(ii) Why did he visit the studios? 
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(iii) Could the people in studios understand his speech? 

(iv)  Why could people not understand his speech? 

 

(Hints) 

(i) Stephen Spender. 

(ii) To propagate communism. 

(iii) No  

(iv)  Because of the English accent of Stephen Spender. 

 

LESSON-7 „THE INTERVIEW‟ by Christopher Silvester 

Q.7 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex-1 Some might make extravagant claims for it as being, in its highest form, a source of truth, 

and, in its practice, an art .Others, usually celebrities  who see themselves as its victims, might 

despise the interview as an unwarranted intrusion into their lives. 

(i) Name the chapter and its author. 

(ii) What is being described as ―source of truth‖? 

(iii)Why did the celebrities have different opinion about interview? 

(iv)  What do the celebrities consider the interview? 

Answer: 

(i) The name of the chapter is ‗The Interview‘ and the author is ‗Christopher Silvester‘. 

(ii) Interview is being described as source of truth. 

(iii) They see themselves as victims of interview. 

(iv)  The celebrities considered the interview as an unwarranted intrusion in their lives. 

Ex-2 I work in empty space. While waiting for your elevator to come up from the first to the 

third floor. I have already written an article. 

(i) Who is the speaker of this line? 

(ii) Who is the interviewer of him? 

(iii) What did he call the empty space? 

(iv)  What did he do while waiting for the elevator at third floor? 

 

Answer: 

(i) The speaker is Umberto Eco. 

(ii) The interviewer of him is Mukund Padmanabhan  

(iii)  He called the empty space interstices. 

(iv)  He wrote an article while waiting for the elevator. 

(For Practice) 

Ex-3 It is cowardly and vile. No respectable man would ask it, much less give it, ―Yet 

Kipling had himself perpetrated such an ‗assault‘ on Mark Twain only a few years before. 
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(i) What is discussed as ‗cowardly and vile‘? 

(ii) Would a respectable person like to take an interview according to the extract? 

(iii) Did Kipling like to be interviewed? 

(iv)  What assault did Kipling perpetrate on Mark Twain? 

(Hints) 

(i) To take interview 

(ii)  No 

(iii) No, he did not.  

(iv)  Kipling interviewed him.  

(v)  

LESSON-8 „GOING PLACES‟ by A. R. Barton 

Q.8 .Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Ex-1 ―…or an actress. Now there‘s real money in that. Yes and I could may have a boutique on 

the side. Actresses don‘t work full time, do they? Anyway that or a fashion designer, you know-

something a bit sophisticated.‖ 

(i) Who are the speaker and the listener? 

(ii) Write one difference between their characters? 

(iii) What did the speaker want to be in these lines? 

(iv)   Why does the speaker want to be an actress? 

Answer: 

(i) Sophie is the speaker and Jansie is the listener. 

(ii) Sophie is a day dreamer but Jansie is a realistic girl. 

(iii) She wants to be an actress, fashion designer and own a boutique. 

(iv)  to earn more money. 

Ex-2 He was three years out of school, an apprentice mechanic, travelling to his work each day 

to far side of the city. He was almost grown up now, and she suspected areas of his life about 

which she knew nothing, about which he never spoke. 

(i) Who is being described here? 

(ii) How was he different from Sophie? 

(iii) What did Sophie expect from him? 

(iv)  Did Sophie trust him? 

Answer: 

(i) Geoff, Sophie‘s brother is being described here. 

(ii) He didn‘t share anything about the places but Sophie shared everything with him. 

(iii) Sophie expected that he would take her to those places where he went. 

(iv)  Yes, Sophie trusted him. 

(For Practice) 

Ex-3 ―There I was looking at the clothes in Royce‘s window when someone came and stood 

beside me, and I looked around and who should it be but Danny Casey.‖ 

(i) Name the chapter and its writer? 
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(ii) Who are the speaker and the listener? 

(iii) Who was Danny Casey? 

(iv)  Did the speaker really meet Danny Casey? 

(Hints) 

(i)  Chapter-Going Places and the writer-A. R. Barton. 

(ii)  Speaker-Sophie and listener - Geoff. 

(iii)  A famous footballer from Ireland. 

(iv)  No, she did not. 

   

QUESTION: 8 SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM „FLAMINGO‟ AND „VISTAS‟: 

10 Marks 

Q.8 Five out of seven SAQs carrying 2 marks each on prose/poetry from both text for inferential 

responses through critical thinking.   (2×5=10 marks) 

Distribution of marks: - 

(i) Content- 1 Mark 

(ii) Expression- 1 Mark (deduct ½ a mark for two or more grammatical/spelling 

mistakes) 

(iii) Word limit- 30-40 words  

Questions-Answers from „Flamingo‟ 

 

PROSE POETRY 

1. The Last Lesson 

2. Lost Spring 

3. Deep Water 

4. The Rattrap 

5. Indigo  

6. Poets and Pancakes 

7. The Interview 

8. Going Places 

1. My Mother at Sixty Six 

2. An Elementary School Classroom                                                                                                       

in a Slum 

3. Keeping Quiet 

4. A Thing of Beauty 

5. A Roadside Stand 

6. Aunt Jennifer's Tigers 
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LESSON 1- THE LAST LESSON --- BY ALPHONSE DAUDET 

Q. 1. What was Franz‘s temptation and how did he resist it? 

Ans. Franz was very late for school. M. Hamel was to question the students on participles. Franz 

knew nothing about them and feared a scolding from his teacher. The bright weather, woods, 

fields and chirping of birds tempted him to spend the day out of doors. But he overcame his 

temptation and hurried off to school. 

 

Q. 2. Why was there a crowd in front of the bulletin-board at the town hall? 

Ans. Usually there used to be a crowd in front of the bulletin-board at the town hall. All the bad 

news had come from there for the last two years. But that day another bad news shocked them. A 

new order had come from Berlin. German language was to be imposed on the French speaking 

people of Alsace and Lorraine. So, the people had gathered to read the bulletin-board at the town 

hall. 

 

Q. 3. What was the order from Berlin and how did it affect the class? 

Ans. The order, which was served from Berlin, was that no French language would be taught in 

schools of Alsace and Lorraine districts of France; only German would be taught instead. So    

M. Hamel, the French teacher was asked to vacate the place for a new German teacher. The order 

affected everyone badly. Everybody was repenting wasting the time and not learning the French. 

 

Q. 4. What shows M. Hamel's love for the French language? 

Ans. As a mark of his love for the French language, M. Hamel gave a tribute to his mother 

tongue in his last lesson. He called it 'the most beautiful language' in the world, which is the 

clearest and most logical. He appealed to the children and the people of the village to keep their 

mother-tongue close to their hearts. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. Why did Franz think of running away from the school that morning? 

Ans. Value points -feared that he would be scolded by Mr. Hamel-Spending day outside 

watching Prussian soldiers drilling, birds chirping and basking in the warmth and brightness of 

the day. 

  

Q. 2. What did the French teacher tell his students in his last French lesson? What impact did it 

have on them? 

Ans. Value points - the last lesson-a thunderclap - order from Berlin - the new teacher coming 

tomorrow- children attentive 
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Q. 3. What changes did the order from Berlin cause in the school? 

Ans. Value points – school quiet like Sunday morning, School-atmosphere strange and solemn, 

M. Hamel in his best Sunday clothes, village people on the last benches in school, all the 

students and their teacher upset. 

 

Q. 4. How did Franz react to the declaration that it was his last French lesson? 

Ans. Value points -Franz was shocked - M. Hamel's announcement- the last lesson in French- 

felt love for his mother tongue- full of remorse and regret -feelings for subject and teacher 

changed. 

 

LESSON 2-LOST SPRING- STORIES OF STOLEN CHILDHOOD - BY ANEES JUNG 

 

 Q. 1. To which country did Saheb's parents originally belong? Why did they come to India? 

Ans. Saheb's parents originally belonged to Bangladesh. They left their village in Dhaka in 1971 

due to extreme poverty and migrated to Delhi and started living at Seemapuri. These migrants 

from Bangladesh became rag pickers for livelihood. They have no identity and no permit. They 

only have ration cards that get their names on the voter list and enable them to buy grain.  

 

Q. 2. What does garbage mean to the children of Seemapuri and to their parents? 

Ans. Garbage is gold to the rag pickers because in the garbage, they hope to get something useful 

for them, or some money, or some articles which can be sold at the junk shop to fetch them 

money. For the rag pickers, garbage is a means of their livelihood. For children of the             

rag-pickers, garbage is wrapped in wonder. They find new things in the garbage every day. 

 

Q. 3. How is Mukesh different from other bangle makers of Firozabad? 

Ans. Mukesh, a young boy of a bangle makers' family in Firozabad, is different from others 

because he is ambitious and wants to break the generations-old tradition of bangle making. He, 

unlike others, doesn't want to make bangles. He wants to be a motor mechanic and drive a car. 

 

Q. 4. Whom does Anees Jung blame for the plight of the bangle makers? 

Ans. Anees Jung says the bangle makers of Firozabad are caught in the vicious circle of 

sahukars, middlemen, police, bureaucrats and politicians who keep on exploiting them. Due to 

this, bangle-makers are not able to organize themselves into a cooperative. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. What was Saheb‘s full name? Why was it ironical? 

Áns. Value points- Saheb's full name "Saheb-e-Alam-means the Lord of the Universe-but a 

victim of poverty- lives in a slum-scrounges the garbage- walks barefoot. 

 



 
 

136 
 

Q. 2. How was Saheb's life at the tea stall? 

Ans. Value points- Saheb lost his freedom as a child-earning 800 per month and two times 

meal- not happy - no more his own master- had to obey his employer-lost his carefree life. 

 

Q. 3. "Seemapuri is on the periphery of Delhi yet miles away from it metaphorically.' What does 

the author mean by this? 

Ans. Value points- Situated on the periphery of Delhi- a metropolitan city- capital of India- 

living conditions highly pathetic- place devoid of basic facilities- house of mud- roof of tin and 

tarpaulin-undeveloped and non-progressive part of Delhi. 

 

Q. 4. What is ‗God given lineage‘ and why can‘t it be broken? 

Ans. Value points-means the profession carried out generation after generation-The bangle 

makers opted their ancestral profession-the result of their karma (destiny)-born to make bangles-

unable to change their profession. 

 

LESSON 3-DEEP WATER- BY WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS 

 

Q. 1. How did William Douglas' aversion to water begin? 

Ans. Douglas had a very bad experience at the age of three or four years. His father took him to 

the beach in California and there he was knocked down by huge waves and was almost buried 

under water. This left a scary impact on his mind. Second, when he was ten or eleven years old, a 

bruiser threw him into the Y.M.C.A. pool. This time he narrowly escaped death. He was saved 

from getting drowned but an aversion to water overpowered him. As a result, he became scared 

of water and couldn't enjoy swimming, canoeing, fishing or any other water sport. 

 

Q. 2. What shocking experience did Douglas have at YMCA pool? 

Ans. William Douglas had a very shocking experience at the YMCA pool. He had nearly 

escaped from drowning in the pool. When he was sitting alone on the edge of the pool, a bully 

threw him into the deeper end of the pool. He hit the water surface in a sitting position. He 

swallowed a lot of water, all at once. He nearly died in this misadventure. 

 

Q. 3. How did Douglas's experience at YMCA pool affect him? 

Ans. This incident spoiled the confidence of Douglas. He became hydrophobic and always 

avoided water. The moment he entered the water, his limbs would become paralysed and a terror 

would grab him. This fear ruined his fishing trips. He could not enjoy any water sports like 

canoeing, fishing, swimming, etc. due to this fear of water. 

 

Q. 4. How did Douglas get rid of all the residual fear of water that he had? 

Ans. The instructor had built a swimmer out of Douglas, But still same vestiges of fear used to 

haunt him whenever he was alone in water. In order to get rid of all the residual fear Douglas 
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swam across various water bodies. He went up to the Tieton to Conrad Meadows, up the Conrad 

Creek Trail to Meade Glacier and, finally, camped at Warm Lake. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

Q. 1. Why did Douglas want to overcome his fear of water? 

Ans. Value points- fear become his handicap-the moment he entered water- his limbs would 

become paralysed and terror would grab him- ruined all his fishing trips- could not do canoeing, 

boating and swimming etc. 

 

Q. 2. What efforts did Douglas make to save himself from sinking in the pool? 

Ans. Value points- Douglas when reached the bottom- kicked but failed to come to the surface- 

lungs were ready to burst- tried to spring up- but came up slowly- could see and feel nothing but 

water- felt too suffocated-fear gripped him and legs paralyzed-sinking back to the bottom. 

 

Q.3. How did the instructor turn Douglas into a swimmer? 

Ans. Value points-instructor worked for seven months- rigorous training to swim-making limbs 

and hands stronger - inhale and exhale- taught all the strokes of swimming step by step. 

  

Q. 4. All we have to fear is fear itself. When did Douglas learn this lesson? 

Ans. Value points- To overcome his fear of water –hired an instructor- practiced rigorously- 

mastered each step of swimming- shed off this fear completely-courage and determination 

enabled him to be an expert swimmer. 

 

LESSON 4-THE RATTRAP- BY SELMA LAGERLOF 

Q. 1.Why did peddler derive pleasure from his idea of the world as a rattrap? 

Ans. The peddler developed an idea that the world is a rattrap. It offers food, shelter, clothing 

and luxuries just to entrap us in the same way in which the rattrap entrapped its victims through 

cheese and pork. The idea appealed and pleased him as he was in a state of abject poverty and 

had nothing and used to envy those who were in a better position than him. 

 

Q. 2. Why did the peddler knock on the cottage by the roadside? How was he treated by the 

owner of the cottage? 

Ans. The peddler walked on the road the whole day. He was hungry and felt cold. The night was 

about to fall and he wanted to take shelter at some place to spend the night. That's why he 

knocked on the cottage by the roadside. The crofter, who was the owner of the cottage, treated 

him with warmth, gave him food and shelter and treated him well. 

 

Q. 3. Why did Edla plead with her father not to send the vagabond away? 

Ans. Edla was a kind-hearted lady. When she came to know the reality of the peddler, she shows 

her sympathy for him. She knew that he had no home or family. There was no place in the world 
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where he was welcome. Due to her tender and kind nature, she pleaded with her father not to 

send the stranger away and allow him to stay at home for Christmas. 

 

Q. 4. What were the contents of the package left by the peddler as a Christmas gift for Edla? 

Ans. The peddler left behind a packet for Edla. The packet contained a rattrap-a gift for Edla on 

Christmas. There was a letter and thirty kronor. In his letter, he thanked Edla for her kindness 

and hospitality and had repented his guilt of stealing old crofter's money and requested her to 

return the same to the rightful owner. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. Why did Edla invite the peddler to stay with her family? 

Ans. Value points-told by her father- to bring home Nils-Olof- an old acquaintance of his father- 

Edla invited him to celebrate Christmas with her family. 

 Q. 2. Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with the peddler? 

Ans. Value points-lonely fellow- lived alone in a cottage-craved for company-when the peddler 

turned up- felt happy-found someone to remove his boredom and monotony of life.  

 

Q. 3. When did the ironmaster realize his mistake? 

 Ans. Value points- Next day valet bathed the peddler-cut his hair- shaved him- gave new 

clothes- at the breakfast table – ironmaster felt deceived- in recognizing the person. 

  

Q. 4. Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain von Stahle? 

 Ans. Value points-no one shown respect towards him throughout his life- first time honoured 

and respected-even after the exposure of truth-treated as before by Edla- this encouraged him to 

behave soberly. 

LESSON 5-INDIGO- BY LOUIS FISCHER 

 

Q. 1. What was the condition of the peasants before Gandhiji's arrival in Champaran? 

Ans. The peasants were compelled to plant 15 per cent of their land with indigo crop and 

surrender the entire harvest as rent. When Germany developed synthetic indigo, they were asked 

compensation for making them free from 15 per cent indigo plantation. Those who disobeyed 

were beaten by hired criminals. 

 

Q. 2. How did Gandhiji begin his mission in Champaran? 

Ans. After reaching Champaran, first of all, Gandhiji collected all the facts and information. He 

visited the secretary of the British Landlords Association, but could not get any information. He 

also called on the British Official Commissioner of Tirhut division, but could not get any 

positive response. So, finally, he proceeded to Motihari, the capital of Champaran. 
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Q. 3. How did Gandhiji react to the Commissioner's advice and where did he go?  

Ans. When Gandhiji was served an official notice with an advice from the Commissioner to 

leave Champaran immediately, he refused to obey it. He was then served a summons to appear in 

the court the following day. Then Gandhi sent a telegram to Rajendra Prasad to come along with 

his influential friends. 

 

Q. 4. Why did Gandhiji say: "The battle of Champaran is won"? 

Ans. The lawyers had decided to go home; if Gandhiji went to prison. But Gandhiji asked them 

what would become of the injustice to the sharecroppers. The lawyers thought over it and 

decided that they too would follow Gandhiji to jail. This was the time that when Gandhiji said 

that the battle of Champaran was won. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

Q. 1. Why did the magistrate release Gandhiji? 

Ans. Value points- Gandhiji pleaded guilty of disobedience- peasants demonstrated- mounted 

pressure on the government- officials became powerless- the magistrate released Gandhiji 

without bail. 

 

Q. 2. Why did Gandhiji agree to the settlement of 25% refund to the peasants? 

Ans. Value points- Amount was less important than the fact that the landlords had to surrender 

money and part of prestige. Breaking the deadlock- lesson of self-reliance for Indians-attained 

primary aim of struggle-made the Britishers bow down before the Indians. 

 

Q. 3. Why was Gandhiji summoned to appear in court? 

Ans. Value points- Gandhiji went to see a badly treated peasant-served with a notice from the 

Superintendent of Police to quit Champaran- disobeyed the notice. 

 

Q. 4. What was the conflict of Gandhiji? 

Ans. Value points- firstly, he did not want to set a bad example by breaking the law- secondly, 

he was to listen to the voice of his conscience to serve the human beings. 

 

LESSON 6-POETS AND PANCAKES- BY ASOKAMITRAN 

Q. 1. Where was the make-up department of the Gemini Studio situated? How did the make-up 

room of the Gemini Studio look like? 

Ans. The make-up department of the Gemini Studio was in the upstairs of a building that was 

believed to have been Robert Clive's stables. A dozen other buildings are said to have been his 

residence. The make-up room had the look of a hair-cutting salon with lights at all angles around 

half a dozen large mirrors. They were all incandescent lights. 
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Q. 2. What shows that there was a great deal of national integration? 

Ans. The make-up department was first headed by a Bengali who became too big for a studio 

and left. He was then succeeded by a Maharashtrian who was assisted by a Dharwar Kannadiga, 

an Andhra, a Madras Indian Christian, an Anglo Burmese and the local usual Tamils. All this 

shows that there was a great deal of national integration as people from different regions and 

religions worked together in the same department. 

 

Q. 3. Mention some qualities of Subbu that left a deep impact on the author. 

Ans. Subbu was a multi-disciplinarian. He could provide solutions to problems and remain 

cheerful all the time. He had a separate identity as a poet. He composed several truly original 

'story poems' in full refrain and diction and also wrote a sprawling novel Thillana Mohanambal'. 

He was an amazing actor; he performed better than the supposed main players. He showed 

genuine love towards everyone. 

 

Q. 4. What was MRA and why it was welcomed at the Gemini Studios? 

Ans. The Moral Rearmament Army was a kind of counter movement to international 

communism. They were welcomed at the Gemini Studios due to their political affiliations. The 

big boss of the studio, Mr. Vasan literally played into their hands. Also, people at the Gemini 

Studios were averse to communism. So the MRA could not have found a better host in India than 

the Gemini Studios, who welcomed them warmly. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

Q. 1. How was the strict hierarchy maintained in the make-up department? 

Ans. Value points-The chief make-up man made the chief actors and actresses ugly, his senior 

assistant the "second' hero and heroine, the junior assistant the main comedian, and so on. 

 Q. 2. Why was the ‗office boy‘ disappointed with his job in the Gemini Studios? 

Ans. Value points-office boy joined the studio with a hope to become a star or renowned screen 

writer, director or lyricist- crossed age of forty- could not achieve his dreams. 

  

Q. 3. What did the author do at the Gemini Studio? 

 Ans. Value points- worked in cubicle-with two sided French windows-cut out the articles from 

the newspapers day in and day out- people thought him doing nothing and felt that he should be 

given some work. 

 Q. 4. What was The God That Failed' about? 

Ans. Value points-‗ The God That Failed' bought by the author for fifty paisa-had six essays 

describing the journey of the six eminent men into communism and their disillusioned return- 

Stephen spender was one of them-the mysterious visitor of story department. 
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LESSON 7-THE INTERVIEW- BY CHRISTOPHER SILVESTER 

 

Q. 1. How has interview become a commonplace of journalism? 

Ans. Since its invention, the interview has become a commonplace of journalism. Today, almost 

everybody who is literate, must have read an interview at some point in their lives, while from 

the other have been through it point of view, several thousand celebrities have been interviewed 

over the years, where some of them have been through it repeatedly. 

 

Q. 2. Mention views of V.S. Naipaul and Lewis Carroll on interview? 

V.S. Naipaul feels that some people are wounded by the interviews and lose a part of themselves. 

On the other hand, Lewis Carroll, the creator of Alice in Wonderland, was said to have had 'a 

horror‘ of the interviewer. He never agreed to give the interview. It was his horror of being 

lionized which made him repel. 

 

Q. 3. Who in Umberto Eco whom Mukund Padmanabhan interviewed? 

Ans. Umberto Eco is a professor at the University of Bologna in Italy who had acquired a 

formidable reputation as a scholar for his ideas on semiotics, literary interpretation and medieval 

aesthetics before he turned to writing fictions. 

 

Q. 4. How does the novel ‗The Name of the Rose' bring Umberto Eco superstardom? 

Ans. Umberto Eco has written essays, children's books and newspaper articles. But in 1980, 

when he wrote 'The Name of the Rose', he acquired the intellectual superstardom as more than 

10 million copies of his novel were wide-ranging fiction which includes literary fiction, 

academic texts. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. In what ways the opinions for the interview vary? 

Ans. Value points -opinions vary in its functions, methods and merits- a source of truth and art 

in practice- Others consider it unnecessary intervention- unwarranted intrusion- diminishes their 

dignity. 

 

Q. 2. Who, in today's world, is our chief source of information about personalities? 

 Ans. Value points- Interviews help us know our contemporaries and their opinions- serve as a 

means of communication -interviewer endowed with special power-acts as a link between the 

celebrities and the audience. 

 

Q. 3. What do you understand by the expression ―thumbprints on his windpipe"?   

Ans. Value points- means to choke or suffocate somebody by applying pressure on his throat- 

Saul Bellow used expression- as the pressure and discomfort felt by a celebrity while giving an 

interview. 
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 Q. 4. What are interstices? What does Eco suggest about them? 

Ans. Value points-empty spaces-if eliminated from universe-it would shrink- to be spared in 

different tasks- instead of wasting them-secret of his success. 

 

LESSON 8-GOING PLACES- BY A. R. BARTON 

 

Q. 1. Who are the two girls? What do they talk while coming home from the school? 

Ans. The two girls are Sophie and Jansie. They are very good friends. While coming home from 

the school, they were talking about their plans of working. Sophie was keen to work as a 

manager while Jansie was more realistic and sensible of the two and reminded Sophie that they 

both had already been appointed to work in a biscuit factory. 

 

Q. 2. Who is Geoff? How is he different from Sophie? 

Ans. Geoff is Sophie's elder brother. He works as an apprentice mechanic and travels every day 

to his work to the far side of the city. Both Geoff and Sophie had entirely different natures and 

temperaments. Geoff was quiet, reserved and almost an introvert and doesn't talk much. He didn't 

make friends as easily as Sophie did. Sophie was more outgoing, friendly, and even impatient. 

She was much of a dreamer and fantasized a lot about being at unusual places and meeting 

people. 

 

Q. 3. Give two character traits of Sophie's father. 

Ans. He was a very hard working man. He was plump and had a frowning face all the time. He 

was quite a pessimist and negative person. He is clumsy in habits and behavior. He was quite 

indulgent when it came to his interest in football. He failed to understand his daughter and her 

dreams. He doesn‘t believe in her ‗wild stories‘. 

 

Q. 4. How is the title 'Going Places' most appropriate? 

Ans. The title is appropriate as Sophie, the protagonist- a teenager, fantasizes and goes to places 

in her imagination in the story and Geoff's 'areas of his life' which were unknown to her, held a 

special fascination for her about which she romanticizes. The title clearly depicts the exotic 

journey of Sophie into the dream world. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. Why did Jansie discourage Sophie from living in a world of fantasy? 

Ans. Value points- Jansie- practical, realistic, down to earth- whereas Sophie lives in a world of 

dreams and fantasies-dreams to have a boutique, wants to become an actress, fashion designer-

Jansie stops her to go on imaginary flights, as both earmarked for the biscuit factory. 
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Q. 2. Why is Sophie jealous of Geoff‘s silence? 

Ans. Value points- took Geoff as a grown-up- suspected 'areas of his life' -attained a special 

fascination for them- as were 'unknown' and beyond her reach. 

 Q. 3. Who is Danny Casey? What does Sophie feel about him? 

Ans. Value points-An Irish football prodigy- an upcoming player -kept his head on his 

shoulders- Sophie has an infatuation for him -keeps imagining about meeting him. 

 

Q. 4. Sophie‘s dreams and disappointments are all in her mind. Explain.  

Ans. Value points-lives in a dreamy world- thinks of having big and beautiful things beyond 

reach-crazy and fantasizing about Danny Casey- leads to despondency- unreal dreams beyond 

reach.  

 

POEM-1 MY MOTHER AT SIXTY SIX- BY KAMLA DAS 

 

Q. 1. What was the poet‘s childhood fear? 

Ans. Since her childhood, Kamla Das had a fear that she would lose her mother in some way or 

the other or she would be separated from her. Now that her mother was sixty six years old and 

had a deteriorating health, the poet‘s fear returned with an even greater intensity. 

 

Q. 2. How does the poet try to put away the thoughts of her ageing mother? 

Ans. In order to put away the thoughts of her ageing mother, the poet started looking out of the 

window of the car at the young trees sprinting and merry children spilling out of their homes. 

 

Q. 3. What were the poet‘s feelings at the airport? How did she hide them? 

Ans. The poet was full of pain and fear of getting separated from her mother. There was a sense 

of insecurity and fear of losing her mother. The childhood fear reappeared when, while going to 

the airport, she looked at the pale and withered face of her mother. She realized that her mother 

was ageing and she might lose her soon.  

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. Why did the poet ‗smile‘ when she said goodbye to her mother? 

 Ans. Value points-pretends to have everything alright- cover up her feelings and fear of losing 

her mother- trying to comfort herself- hiding her pain. 

 

Q. 2. What are the two images of youth used by the poet? 

Ans. Value points- young trees sprinting and merry children spilling out of their homes- both 

signify youth and energy- full of life and activity-an effort to distract herself -from the thoughts 

of ageing mother. 
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POEM-2 AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLASSROOM IN A SLUM- BY STEPHEN 

SPENDER 

Q. 1. How does the poem, ‗An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum‘ portray the children? 

Ans. The poet presents a pathetic and miserable picture of slum school children. These children 

have pale and lifeless faces. They are deprived of cheerfulness and enthusiasm that marked the 

childhood days. Instead of their bubbling life, they seemed to be worn out and exhausted with the 

burden of poverty and impoverishment. 

 

Q. 2. How is the world depicted on the classroom walls different from the world of slum 

children?  

Ans. The walls of the classroom depict pictures of Shakespeare, sky- high buildings, maps and 

valleys of flowers. The world of slum children is a real contrast to this. These children live in an 

environment of poverty, hunger, scarcity and disease. Here the children live in a pathetic 

condition in contrast to the prosperous and developing world as depicted on the classroom walls. 

 

Q. 3. ‗History is theirs whose language is the sun‘. Justify the veracity of this statement. 

Ans. Stephen Spender concludes the poem with this beautiful metaphor. He means that this 

world is not ruled by dumb and driven people. Only those who speak with confidence, power and 

authority are heard and obeyed. Their language must have warmth and power of the sun. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. Why does Spender call Shakespeare ‗wicked‘ and map ‗a bad example‘? 

Ans. Value points- holds no interest and serves no purpose for slum children-map of the world 

drawn by mighty- literature meant for rich- have no relevance for poor slum children. 

 

Q. 2. What appeal does the poet make in the poem? 

Ans. Value points- appeals to the governor, inspector, visitor- to improve the condition of slum 

children- provide quality life and quality education.  

 

POEM-3 KEEPING QUIET- BY PABLO NERUDA 

Q. 1. What will be achieved by counting up to twelve and keeping still? 

Ans. Counting up to twelve and keeping still helps us to introspect. We will be able to find our 

inner-self, think and re-determine our future for the betterment of ourselves as well as 

environment in which we live. It is necessary for creating a feeling of mutual understanding 

among men. 

 

Q. 2. Which exotic moment does the poet refer to in the poem ‗Keeping quiet‘? 
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Ans. The exotic moment the poet talks about is when everyone keeps quiet and still. The moment 

would be extraordinarily tranquil, with no hustle bustle of the frenzied world. Although it may 

seem a little strange in the beginning, it would eventually bring us all together. 

 

Q. 3. Which sadness is Pablo Neruda referring to? 

Ans. Pablo Neruda is referring to the sadness of never understanding ourselves and nature and 

threatening ourselves with death or destruction; sadness of failing to understand oneself in the 

monotonous everyday existence. The poet also finds it sad that the humanity is moving towards 

its own ruins due to its unprecedented actions. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

Q. 1. How will keeping quiet protect our environment? 

Ans. Value points- Man after introspection would stop all destructive activities- cease to harm 

nature –will bring peace and tranquility. 

Q. 2. What are the different types of wars mentioned in the poem? What is Neruda‘s attitude 

towards them? 

Ans. Value points-chemical wars, wars with fire, with fatal gases and weapons, green wars, 

wars against environment-gate to destruction- no survivors to enjoy victory.  

 

POEM-4 A THING OF BEAUTY- BY JOHN KEATS 

Q. 1. How do beautiful things help us to live a happy life? 

Ans. A human life is full of despondency, disappointments, tribulations and loss of faith which 

brings sadness. It is only beautiful things which lift this veil of gloom and make life worth living 

by bringing joy, hope and optimism in life.  

 

Q. 2. Which objects of nature does Keats mention as sources of joy? 

Ans. Everything in nature is a thing of beauty and a source of pleasure. Some of them are: the 

Sun, the Moon, old and young trees, flowers, small streams with clear water, masses of ferns, 

thickets, blooming musk rose and lovely tales etc.  

 

Q. 3. According to Keats what moves away the pall and suffering from human life? 

Ans. No doubt, that there are things in life that cause suffering and pain like despondence, death 

of noble nature, gloomy days and over darkened ways. It is at such times, that objects of beauty, 

some noble deeds or some powerful narratives remove our tension and sadness and we learn to 

love life. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. Who are the ‗mighty dead‘ that are remembered for centuries? 
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 Ans. Value points- Our ancestors or great heroes-great warriors and selfless workers-did 

glorious deeds in the past- larger than life even in their death- their heroic deeds make them 

immortal. 

 

Q. 2. What does Keats consider an endless fountain of immortal drink?  

Ans. Value points- immortal drink refers to heavenly nectar-makes one eternal-pleasure derived 

from a thing of beauty is like nectar- gives divine joy-eternal happiness to the soul.  

 

POEM-5 A ROADSIDE STAND- BY ROBERT FROST 

Q. 1. Why did the farmer put up a roadside stand? What was he pleading? 

Ans. The farmer wanted to earn some money by selling his products to the city dwellers who 

passed by in their cars. He was pleading them to stop their cars and buy some of his produce so 

that he could get some money to improve his standard of living. 

 

Q. 2. What was the farmer's complaint against the rich city people? 

Ans. The farmer complains that the city people were rich but they didn't have mercy. They were 

mean and did not spend money to buy the poor farmer's product. They didn't even stop at the 

stand and look at the produce which was kept for sale. 

 

Q. 3. Which news troubled the poet? 

Ans. The news that troubled the poet was that the innocent and wretched villagers were soon 

going to be deprived of their lands by the cheaters in the name of welfare and their development. 

They would be asked to live in villages next to the theatre and the store. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. Who are called the 'greedy good-doers' and why? 

Ans. Value points- 'greedy good-doers'- people who pretend to be benefactors-in real, they are 

the beasts of prey- want to occupy the lands of the villager‘s forcibly-make false promises of 

providing them a good and cheerful life. 

 

Q. 2. What message is conveyed through the poem 'A Roadside Stand'? 

Ans. Value points-To develop a country- the development of cities and villages must go hand in 

hand- but city people have selfish mentality- lost all of their humanity- deprives poor village 

people of a prosperous life- not at all concerned with the pains and sufferings of the poor 

farmers. 
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POEM-6 AUNT JENNIFER‟S TIGERS- BY ADRIENNE RICH 

Q. 1. What do the tigers made by the Aunt symbolize? 

Ans. The tigers made by Aunt Jennifer symbolized the spirit of courage, strength and 

fearlessness. Aunt Jennifer, a victim of male oppression, expressed her crushed feelings in the 

form of art. So, the tigers were symbolic of the fear of male domination which Aunt Jennifer 

suffered. 

 

Q. 2. What picture of male chauvinism (tyranny) do we find in the poem, 'Aunt Jennifer's 

Tigers'? 

Ans. In the poem 'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers' we find the picture of a woman oppressed by the male 

chauvinism. She needs freedom from her burdensome husband, whose ring on her finger is like a 

handcuff which has snatched all her freedom and happiness. She has a lot of constraints in her 

life because of dominating husband and from whom she wants to get free. 

 

Q. 3. Explain: 'her terrified hands will lie, still ringed with the ordeals she was mastered by'. 

Ans. These lines convey the Aunt's complete submission to the oppressive authority of her 

husband. The fear of her husband had gone so deep into her being that even death could not 

liberate her from the chains of her mental suppression. Memories of her husband's tortures and 

atrocities which bent her into a humiliating slavery would continue to haunt her even after her 

death. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q. 1. How do the tigers made by Aunt Jennifer look like? 

Ans. Value points-The tigers on the screen- were jumping and playing about without any fear of 

the men beneath the tree- walked with elegance and style- displaying the spirit of courage and 

chivalry- fearless, full of strength and confidence. 

 

Q. 2. How are Aunt Jennifer's tigers different from her? 

Ans. Value points- Aunt Jennifer's tigers are proud, free, dauntless and sure of themselves-Aunt 

Jennifer is terrified and oppressed by her chauvinist husband- lived her life under constant 

pressure of duties and responsibilities of a married lady- Living a life on her own terms is a far-

fetched dream for her. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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Q. 8.  Short Answer type Questions (30-40 Words) from “VISTAS” 

Objective- 

1.)To test ability to comprehend, recall, appreciate, infer and analyse. 

2.) Apply reasoning and creative skills to present answers creatively in brief and concise manner. 

3.) Express ideas and knowledge fluently. 

MARKING SCHEME- 

Each short Answer-type question carries two marks, wherein 1 Mark is dedicated to content and 

the other 1 mark is for language and expression. Half mark shall be deducted for two or more 

spelling and grammatical errors. 

WordLimit - 40 words. 

Tips to score better- 

1. Prepare notes while reading chapters. 

2. Revise notes at least twice a week. 

3. Keep writing answers frequently to maintain writing speed and ensure accuracy. 

4. Strengthen knowledge of sentence structures to reduce grammatical errors. 

5. Follow the maxim- Practice makes one perfect. 

LESSON 1- THE THIRD LEVEL 

(By- Jack Finney) 

1. The narrator of ‗The Third Level‘ got lost when he  ducked into an arched doorway heading 

for the Subway. Where did he come out? 

Ans) The narrator says that he had been in and out of Grand Central hundreds of times. Once he 

got into a mile long tunnel and came out in the Roosevelt Hotel lobby. Another time he came up 

in an office building on 46
th

 street ,three blocks away. This time he says he found the Third 

Level of the station which took him to the world of 1890s. 

2. What strange things did the narrator see when he reached the third level of the Grand Central? 

Ans) Charlie, the narrator noticed the difference in the way things looked at the third level of the 

Grand Central Railway Station. It was a smaller room with fewer counters and had an old look of 

the 1890s with wooden booths, dim flamed gas- lights, brass spittoons and an old style 
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locomotive with a funnel-shaped stack. Even the people‘s attire was old-fashioned and men had 

funny handlebar moustaches and sideburns. The whole setting was in contrast to the Modern 

times. 

4. How does the narrator describe Galesburg, Illinois of 1890s? 

Ans) The narrator states that Galesburg, Illinois was a wonderful town with big old frame 

houses, huge lawns and big trees. Summer evenings were twice as long. People sat out on the 

lawns, the men smoking cigars and talking quietly, the women waving palm-leaf fans. It means 

the people had lived in peace and harmony and had a lot of leisure time. 

5. Describe ‗the first day cover‘ envelope that the narrator found among his collection. 

Ans) ‗The first day cover‘ envelope that Charlie found one day was dated July 18, 1894. It was 

addressed to Charley's grandfather in Galesburg. Surprisingly, it wasn‟t empty and carried a 

letter from Sam that was addressed to Charlie in which he had written that he had found the third 

level. The stamp was a six- cent, dull Brown with a picture of President Garfield. 

6. Why was Charlie sure that his psychiatrist friend Sam had gone back to the year 1894 in 

Galesburg? 

Ans) Charlie's psychiatrist friend Sam had disappeared two  weeks ago. One night going through 

his first- day covers Charlie found one dated June 1894 and with his grandfather's address on it. 

He opened it and found a letter inside written by Sam addressed to him. Sam invited him to the 

Third Level saying that it was worth it. Later on Charlie also found out from the coin store that 

his friend Sam had exchanged his savings to old currency saying that he wanted to invest it in 

hay and feed grain business. 

7. How does the narrator's psychiatrist friend, Sam react to the narrator's statement that the Third 

Level exists? 

Hint- Psychiatrist friend-Sam Weiner – called Charlie‟s experience- a Waking- Dream- wish –

fulfillment, said- Charlie is unhappy and the modern world is full of insecurity, fear, war and 

worry. - so to escape, he created imaginary Third Level. 

8. What did the narrator do to make sure that he was actually at the third level of Grand Central?  

Hint-  Narrator walked over to a newspaper boy, glanced at the stack of newspapers-saw  „The 

World‟, this newspaper had not been published for years- lead story was about President 

Cleveland. Later on - confirmed from the public library files - newspaper was dated 11th June 

1894. 
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9. How does the narrator of the Third Level describe himself? What made him take the Subway 

from the Grand Central? 

Ans) Intoduces himself as Charlie- 31 years old ordinary man- wearing tan gabardine suit , straw 

hat with fancy band- One night last summer- worked late at office- in a hurry to be at his 

apartment with wife- took subway from the Grand Central because it was faster than the bus. 

10. What  does the  narrator say about the Grand Central? What does it symbolise? 

Ans) Thinks that the Grand Central - growing like a tree -  pushes out new corridors and 

staircases  like roots - long tunnels under the city on their way to Times Square and  Central 

Park- Grand Central symbolises Labyrinth- this world is - intricate and tangled pathways-always 

been an exit, a way to escape. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LESSON 2- THE TIGER KING (By- Kalki) 

1. What extraordinary event happened when the tiger king was merely ten days old? 

Ans) When the tiger king was only ten days old the astrologers made an incoherent prediction 

that the child would grow up to be a brave warrior, conqueror etc  and one day meet his death. 

While others heard this sadly, the little prince started speaking miraculously and asked a very 

wise question as to what was new in such a prediction as it is universal truth that everyone 

should die one day. He questioned the astrologer about the manner of his death. 

  

2.  ''Another time he was in danger of losing his throne''. How? 

Ans) While the Maharaja went on with his mission of killing hundred tigers to prove the 

astrologer wrong, a British high ranking officer landed in Pratibandapuram with an intention to 

hunt tigers. But the Maharaja was not ready and denied permission to the officer which made the 

latter unhappy. The Maharaja was informed about his reaction and stood at risk of losing his 

crown by not yielding to the wishes of an English officer. 

 

3. How did the Maharaja get out of the clash with the British officer? 

Ans)  By denying permission to the British officer to hunt tigers or at least to get photographed 

with carcass of the tiger killed by the Maharaja, the king aggravated the fury of the officer. In 

order to pacify the officer and thereby retain his throne, the Maharaja sent gift of 50 diamond 

rings to the officer's wife to please her and get out of the problem.  

 

4.  How did the Dewan help the Tiger King to kill his hundredth tiger? 

Ans)  Fearing that the king would lose his kingdom, the officers would lose their jobs and the 

Congress would take the control of Pratibandapuram,  the Dewan arranged for an old and weak 

tiger from the People's Park of Madras. He and his wife drove the beast to the edge of the forest 

where the king had been hunting and dragged it out of the car. This way the Dewan brought an 

end to the anxious wait for his hundredth tiger. 
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5.The manner of his The Tiger King's death is a matter of extraordinary interest. Comment. 

Ans) The Maharaja had vowed to kill hundred tigers to ensure that he escaped death and to prove 

the astrologer wrong. As soon as he was born, astrologers had foretold that one day the tiger king 

would be killed by a tiger .Even after the Maharaja killed hundred tigers, he was killed by a tiger. 

It is quite ironical because eventually he was killed by a tiger, though a wooden one. 

6.How does the hundredth tiger take its final revenge upon the Tiger King? 

Ans) A few days after supposedly killing the hundredth Tiger, the Maharaja gifted a wooden 

tiger to his son on his third birthday. A tiny splinter on the surface of the wooden tiger pierced 

the Maharaja's right hand, leading to a sore followed by the Maharaja's death. Hence, the 

hundredth tiger took its final revenge upon the Tiger King. 

7. Who was Khader Mian Sahib? Why did the king's men ascertain that he was not at work? 

Hint-  one of the two men who stole/ hunted the villagers sheep- king‘s men ascertained that he 

didn't steal sheep to make sure that there was really a tiger involved in eating the sheep. - thus 

the Maharaja  could  go for his 100
th

 tiger hunting there. 

 

8. Comment on the behaviour of the Raja‘s Minions towards him? 

Hint-  Officers and Minions of the Raja - not loyal to him- neither do they love or repect him -

Actually they fear him- tired of his eccentric actions - so disgusted that they  want to get rid of 

either the problems or the king himself. 

 

9. What is the author's indirect comment on subjecting innocent animals to cruelty? 

 

Hint- Human treatment  to animals too rude- kill them for sport or entertainment, fun or food- 

not appropriate- should not kill innocent animals- because they cannot raise voice against the 

injustice being done to them- duty of human beings to protect animals. 

 

10.Why was it a celebration time for all the Tigers inhabiting Pratibandapuram? 

Hint-Because the Maharaja banned tiger hunting in the state- Except the Maharaja no one could  

hunt tigers. It was proclaimed that if anyone was found hunting a tiger, all his property and 

wealth would be seized. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LESSON 3- JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE EARTH (By- Tishani Doshi) 

1. What was the objective of the ‗Students on Ice‘ programme? 

Ans.) The objective of the ‗Students on Ice‘ program was to take high school students to the 

limits of the world and provide them not only with inspiring opportunities in education but also 

enable them to understand and respect our planet. The idea was to sensitise them and provide 

them a life changing experience at an age when they are ready to absorb, learn and most 
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importantly act. According to Geoff Green, the high school students are the future policy makers 

and through this program they will have the idealism to save this planet from ecological hazards 

and the harmful effects of global warming. 

2. Describe in brief writer's journey to Antarctica. 

Ans) The author started her journey 13.09 degrees north of the Equator in Madras .She was 

onboard a Russian research vessel -The Akademic Shokalsky. They had to pass through nine 

time zones , six checkpoints, three bodies of water and at least as many ecospheres. After 

travelling over hundred hours in combination of a car, an aeroplane and a ship, she reached 

Antarctica. 

3. How is Antarctica a crucial element in the debate of climate change?  

Ans) Antarctica is a crucial element not because it has no human population but because it holds 

in is in its ice cores half a million year old carbon records. They are trapped in its layers of ice. It 

will open up areas of knowledge about the past, present and future of the earth. 

4. The world's Geological history is trapped in Antarctica. How is the study of this region useful 

to us ? 

Ans) The geological phenomena of separation of the land mass into various continents and water 

bodies almost 650 million years ago marks the beginning of the human race on the earth. 

Mammals started existing after Dinosaurs became extinct which happened once the landmass 

separated. 

 

5. ―Take care of the small things and the big things will take care of themselves.‖ What is the 

relevance of this statement in the context of the Antarctic environment?  

 

Ans) This statement holds great importance in context of the Antarctic environment. For 

example phytoplanktons in the region serve as food for marine birds and animals. The depletion 

of the Ozone Layer affects the phytoplanktons and the carbon cycle. This can obstruct the 

existence of marine life which will in turn affect the whole food chain. So, if the process carried 

on by the small plants is taken care of, the processes of the bigger animals and birds can be taken 

care of. 

 

6. What are the indications for the future of humankind as suggested in ‗Journey to the End of 

the Earth? 

 

Hint- ‗Journey to the End of the Earth‘ suggests - fast and sturdy rise in human population - 

exerting pressure on the planet. Forests being cut and fossil fuels being burnt - these factors 

increasing the Global temperature. Melting of glaciers, depletion of Ozone layer and global 

warming- endangering man's existence on earth- bound to adversely affect marine life, birds and 

mankind. 

 

7. Why does the author of ‗Journey to the End of the Earth‘ state that in 12000 years man has 

managed to create a ruckus on this earth? 
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Hint-  Rapid increase in human population – over exploitation of resources- ecological 

imbalance- Global temperatures on rise- ozone layer depletion- food chain affected- has left 

other species battling with limited resources. 

8. Why is Antarctica the place to go to, to understand the earth's present, past and future? 

Hint- Because it gives us an idea of how the Earth was millions of years ago- melting sheets here 

due to global warming  give idea of the future also. 

 

9. How do geological phenomena help us to know about history of mankind? 

Hint- Geological phenomena help to know about history of mankind- 650 million years ago a 

giant amalgamated supercontinent, Gondwana land existed in the South- India and Antarctica - 

parts of the same land mass. Gondwana land - warm climate- variety of flora-fauna-

supercontinent survived for 500 years until the age of mammals got underway. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                           LESSON 4- THE ENEMY (By- Pearl S. Buck) 

1. What were the servants‘ superstitions against keeping the American soldier at Sadao's home? 

 Ans) The servants did not like the American soldier being treated by Sadao and Hana because 

they were superstitious. First the bullet then the sea and finally the sharp rocks in the sea tried to 

kill the soldier but he escaped from all of them. According to them, now if Sadao helped the 

man, then the bullet, the sea and the rocks would turn against him and ruin him and his family.  

 

2. What does the old General mean by the American sentimentality and the German brutality? 

What did he expect from combining both? 

Ans. The General believed that the Americans were highly emotional and the Germans were 

very brutal. According to him, a perfect doctor should have both these qualities. The doctor 

should love the patient on one side and be brutal towards his physical pains (much needed for 

surgery). By combining both these qualities, the General expected to make a perfect doctor out 

of a man. 

 

3. What was the most remarkable instruction of his American professor that Sadao had taken into 

his heart? 

Ans.) Sadao‘s Anatomy professor used to thunder in his classes and remind his students that the 

biggest crime of a surgeon is his poor knowledge in human anatomy. He said if a surgeon 

operates upon a patient without perfect knowledge of the human body, it is equivalent to murder. 

 

4. Why did Sadao decide to let Tom go? 

Ans)  Sadao was at the verge of chaos when he decided to help American Navy sailor- Tom 

escape from Japan. He already had this mind since the day Tom had been brought into his happy 

family. He had lost his servants- the cook, the gardener and the girl who took care of babies- and 

that was more than he and Hana his wife, could handle. In addition to this chain of 

inconvenience, Sadao was gripped with fear of arrest. The most immediate reason for his letting 
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Tom escape was the realization that Tom was not his enemy. Sadao rose above the walls of 

nationalism and patriotism and saw no reason to believe that Tom was his enemy. 

 

5. What was Yumi's excuse for not washing the young American? 

Hint-  Yumi - house maid and servant - in-charge of children- -like the other servants had great 

fears upon the master‘s decision to take care of the American Soldier. - disliked washing man 

because - her enemy, being an American she did not want to take risk by helping Sadao and 

Hana - she believed they would be arrested by police. 

 

6. What did Dr Sadao and his wife do with the man? 

Hint-  Dr Sadao and Hana found unconscious wounded war prisoner- Dr Sadao decided to go 

with his gut feeling and operate - saved his life - half-heartedly, both took good care of patient‘s 

health and needs- Hana even washed and fed him - knew that they would have to hand him over 

to the army sooner or later- did their best to help the injured man. 

7. Why was Sadao not sent with Japanese troops that were involved with America? 

Ans)  Sadao- not sent with Japanese troops even in war- a renowned surgeon- highly required by 

old General under his treatment. Also, Sadao – working on discovery of new medicine supposed 

to clean wounds entirely- medical research which was important for Japan 

 

8. Why does Dr Sadao mutter the words 'My friend' while treating the American Prisoner Of 

War? What is ironical about his words? 

Hint- Doctor Sadao - trained to address patients as friends- a dedicated surgeon- while treating 

the American P.O.W. completely engrossed in work -forgets that the patient not his friend but an 

enemy since the patient was from an enemy nation. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

LESSON 5-   SHOULD WIZARD HIT MOMMY? (By- John Updike) 

 

1.  How did Jo and Jack react as the new animal was mentioned? 

Ans) Jo squeezed and shut her eyes and smiled to be thinking that she was thinking. She opened 

her blue eyes and said firmly, ‗Skunk‘. She had recently heard about skunks in her class. As for 

Jack, having a fresh hero momentarily stirred him to creative enthusiasm. He started telling the 

story of Roger Skunk that smelled so bad that none of the other little Woodland creatures would 

play with him. 

 

2.  How do you think, did Jo identify with Roger Skunk, the victim of the hatred of other 

creatures? 

Ans)  Jo seemed to share the pleasure and pain of the hero of the story- Roger Skunk. So 

complete was her identification that the mention of tears in Roger's eyes brought tears in her 

eyes. Her mouth drooped down and her lower lip bent forward. Jack's fingers even traced the 

course of a tear along the side of her nose. 
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3. Which two opposite forces acted on Jack while he was telling a story about the little skunk? 

Ans)  Jack was happy that he was telling Jo something true, something she must know to teach 

her essential moral values. He had no wish to hurry on.  But just then, a chair scraped downstairs. 

He realised that he must get down to help his pregnant wife- Clare to paint the woodwork in the 

living room. Thus, the interests of daughter and wife pulled him in different directions like two 

opposite forces. 

 

4.  "This was a new phase, just this last month, a reality phase." What do you learn about Jo's 

reality phase? How did her parents try to convince her ? 

Ans)  Jo was growing up, she would ask if magic spells were real. When Jack told her that 

spiders ate bugs, she would turn to her mother and ask if that was really so. When Clare told her 

God was in the sky and all around them, she would turn to her father to know the reality. Jack 

tried to convince her by saying they are real in stories. 

 

5.  How did Jack make the role of the wizard more impressive? 

Ans)  Jack fixed Jo with a trance like gaze. Then he chanted a magic spell in the wizard's elderly 

irritable voice. The chanting was rhythmical and had sweet rhymes. The exclamation 'Bingo!' 

confirmed the pleasure, the pleasure of the wizard at having done what he had been trying to     

do- ―All of a sudden the whole inside of the wizard's house was full of smell of roses.‖ 

 

6. Why was the custom of the story telling specially fatiguing on Saturdays? 

Hint- Jo was growing up- never fell asleep in naps now- Her brother, Bobby- two years old - 

asleep with the bottle. But Jo would not take her nap - made bumps under bed covers -her face 

shone in the sunlight-thus story telling custom seemed tiring and specially fatiguing on 

Saturdays. 

 

7. How does Jo want the story to end and Why? 

Hint-  Jo did not like - ending - felt skunk‟s mother - very insensitive to her son's feelings- 

wanted that - mother should be hit back by wizard  

8. Why did Roger skunk go to the Owl? What advice did he get? 

Hint- Roger skunk - problem of bad smell - other animals refused to play with him - he decided 

to go to the wise owl - was advised by owl to go to wizard . 

9. How was the skunk story different from the other stories narrated by Jack? 

Hint- Skunk‟s  story - different - was serious - its intent like a typical children story- had 

underlying themes- raised serious moral issues regarding good parenting. 

10.What is the moral issue that the story raises ? 

Hint- Story examines moral issues - sharp contrast between adult‟s perspective of life and world 

view of little child-  Represents innocence- Hatred and injustice- no place in their world-Roger 

skunk able to make friends only after smelt of roses -enjoys happiness - unable to assess reason 

why mother wants original foul smell restored- On the contrary Jack wants - daughter Jo -to be 
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convinced with mother's decision - story raises question of whether parents should be always 

followed blindly. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

.LESSON 6 -  ON THE FACE OF IT (By- Susan Hill) 

1. Who is Mr Lamb?  How does Derry get into his Garden ? 

 

Ans)  Mr Lamb is an old man who lived in a big house with huge and beautiful garden.He had 

lost one of his legs due to a bomb explosion and it has now been replaced with a tin leg. To make 

people his friends he kept the gates of his big garden always open. 

Derry was a 14 year old boy who was low on self-esteem and liked to stay alone. Considering 

the garden to be empty, he jumped over to the wall to hide away from the rest of the world. 

2. Describe the theme of ‗On the Face of It‘. 

Ans) The play ‗On the Face of It‘ brings out the idea that people who have any handicap or 

physical impairment generally suffer from a sense of loneliness and mental pain .It also says that 

many times appearances are deceptive and most often we go on dealing with impressions and 

prejudices about others without caring to know about them actually. 

3. People are insensitive to those who have disabilities. Give instances from the story on the face 

of it. 

Ans) People generally pity the handicapped or react with disgust when they see them. For 

instance people would stare at the burnt face of Derry and comment on it. He even heard two 

women commenting on looking at his face that only a mother could love a person with such a 

face. Even his own family was worried about his future. Similarly, people stayed away from Mr 

Lamb, thought him to be strange and called him Lamey Lamb. 

4.How does Derry interpret the fairy tale 'Beauty and the Beast' ? What does he feel about 

himself? 

Ans) Derry knows that the theme of the Fairy tale is to love inner beauty of a person irrespective 

of physical appearance. However Derry considers it to be an imaginary story and says the idea of 

transformation of beast into a prince is completely unrealistic. He is very pessimistic. He doesn't 

know appreciation and love. For him appearance is everything. 

5. How does Mr Lamb's meeting with Derry become a turning point in Derry's life? 

Ans) Mr Lamb filled Derry with confidence, helped him change his outlook towards life ,made 

him realise that he was frustrated. Derry learnt life can be lived happily irrespective of what one's 

handicap is.  

 

6.What is it that attracts Derry towards Mr Lamb in spite of himself? 

Ans) In the beginning Derry is shown as a lonely and disillusioned boy. He feels alienated due to 

the behavior of people. In the beginning he thought that Mr Lamb was like other people so he 
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drew back away from him, even could not understand the peculiar things that Mr Lamb said. But 

later on Mr Lamb was able to inspire him, fill him with confidence and determination to 

overcome his physical impairment. Derry is thus all praises and full of admiration for the old 

man and changes his attitude. 

7. Which part  of the play On The Face Of It  displays signs of loneliness of Mr Lamb?  

 Hint- whole play- full of sadness, but in particular - incidents where Mr Lamb shares signs of 

sadness and loneliness too- nobody talks to him or likes meet him after they meet him for the 

first time. -  at the end- was so sure that Derry would always all also never come back to meet 

him. 

 

8. What kind of a boy is Derry? 

Hint- Young boy of 14, withdrawn and defiant, bitter feeling towards world, lonely, pessimistic, 

cares too much about his disability, hates people. 

 

9. Describe in brief the character of Mr.  Lamb. 

Hint- Lonely old man, with tin leg, tries to keep himself happy, does not care much about his 

disability, has  learnt to compromise. 

10. Why does Mr Lamb leave his gates always open? 

Hint-  Mr Lamb leaves his gate always open to welcome children . He did not have his own 

family. He offers them apples and jelly. 

 

11. “It‘s got nothing to do with my face and what I look like.” What attitudinal change do 

Derry‘s words to his mother indicate?  

Hint-  Derry‟s  attitude - now positive - he looks forward to a better life, no longer hiding from 

others- determined and confident to overcome his pessimism. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LESSON 7- EVANS TRIES AN O-LEVEL (By- Colin Dexter) 

1. What were the contents of the small brown suitcase that Mcleery carried? 

Ans) The contents of McLeery‟s suitcase were few pages of the Holy writ, the Church Times, a 

small inflated rubber ring, which he was allowed to keep due to medical reasons and a paper 

knife, which was taken away from him owing to security reasons.. 

2. What did the detective superintendent inform the Governor about Evans? 

Ans) Superintendent Carter  informed the Governor that McLeery had seen Evans driving off 

Elsfield Way and they gave him chase immediately, got the number of the car but lost him at the 

Headington roundabout. 
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3. What were the precautions taken for the smooth conduct of the O level German examination? 

Ans) The governor of the H. M. Oxford present was suspicious of the true intentions of Evans in 

wanting to take the exams. Fearing his escape, the exam was ordered to be conducted inside the 

prison cell.  A microphone was installed to keep check on this intelligent prisoner, his cell was 

properly scrutinized by the prison staff who took away anything which could pose a threat in the 

smooth conduct of the examination. On the day of the exam the prison staff was put on high alert 

and special care was taken to promptly lock all the doors and Gates. Officer Stephens was 

ordered to keep an eye on the exams proceedings. Even the invigilator, a parson was frisked 

thoroughly before the examination. 

4. How did the injured McLeery try to help the prison officers to track Evans? Was he really 

guiding them? 

Ans) The injured  McLeery showcasing his knowledge of German revealed the supposed plan of 

Evans through the superimposed question paper. He proposed to guide the officials to the 

whereabouts of Evans. However, this was later revealed to be a part of Evans plan to flee to 

safety, as it was Evans himself who was disguised as injured McLeery. It can thus be noticed that 

the disguised McLeery's help to the officials was fake as it was just a part of Evan's Escape Plan. 

 

5. What clues left behind on the question paper put Evans back in the prison again 

Ans) Evans escaped from the prison with the help of a clever, infallible plan. However, few clues 

were left behind by the shrewd fugitive, which was a careless act according to the Governor. 

There was a super imposed question paper with directions to the supposed plan. However, it was 

soon seen that all of it was fake and part of the plan to misguide the officials. But, the little 

German the Governor knew and the correction slip did help them to track him down. 

6)."Beneath all the bluster and the bullshit" a tiny core of compassion was buried somewhere in 

Jackson. Justify the statement. 

Ans) Jackson was a senior prison officer. He could not tolerate any indiscipline in the prison. He 

asked Evans to take off his hat. But, Evans pleaded that the hat brought him all sorts of luck in 

life and was like a lucky charm for him. Jackson relented and allowed Evans to wear his hat on 

the head. 

7. What do you feel about Evans having the last laugh? 

Hint- Refers to clever plan devised by Evans to escape- left  some clues to mislead officials in 

chasing the wrong way-  he finally managed to escape which is referred to here as  Evans having 

the last laugh. 

8. How does Evans escape from the jail? 
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Hint- Planned O-Level German classes-Teacher –perhaps his accomplice- appeared for the 

exam- actual invigilator gagged and bound in his flat- fake invigilator- his friend- exchanged 

places with invigilator during exam-walked out disguised as parson,the invigilator . 

 9. What made Evans endearing to the prison staff despite his bad reputation? 

Hints- Good Natured, friendly, star at Christmas concert, no record of violence, pleasant 

personality, knew the art of emotional blackmail. 

10. How did the McLeery explain the semi-inflated rubber ring in his suitcase? How was the ring 

ultimately used? 

Hint-  McLeery carried brown suitcase - into examination room - consisted all he would need for 

his examination duties- when asked to explain about semi- inflated rubber ring -said that he 

suffered from Haemorrhoids therefore needed to sit  on it- as he was not comfortable sitting for 

long period. 

Actually contained pig‘s blood- used by Evans to show the invigilator injured- part of his escape 

plan. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

LESSON- 8 MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD               

 (By- Zitkala-Sa and Bama) 

1.How was Zitkala Sa different from the other native American students? 

Ans)  Zitkala Sa was a native American girl. She had great love for her tradition and culture . 

She was proud of  her beliefs and held them close to her heart .She felt hurt when the rest of the 

girls followed the foreign culture without any hesitation. For example when she saw that the 

other girls like her had put on closely clinging skirts, she felt ridiculed. She herself felt 

embarrassed for having worn immodest dresses that closely contrasted her culture and traditions. 

2. Why was Zitkala Sa against the idea of cutting of her long hair? 

Ans)  Zitkala Sa's mother had taught her that shingled hair was worn by mourners, cowards and 

unskilled warriors trapped by the enemy in war. She had a great deal of love for her traditions 

and hair. For her, hair meant preserving her culture and saving her identity. To uphold her 

civilization and pride, Zitkala-Sa fought against the attempts of the authorities to cut her long 

hair. 

3. What does Zitkala Sa mean by ―eating by formula"? 

Ans ) When Zitkala Sa was admitted to the Carlisle Indian school, she faced problems with 

strange rules that the students had to follow. One of them was eating by formula . Before the 

students were allowed to start eating three bells were tapped each signalling some different 



 
 

160 
 

action.  Zitkala-sa could not digest the meaning of these polished manners which were alien or 

unknown to her culture. Instead of eating she only cried bitterly. 

4. What made Bama laugh at the sight of the elderly man handing over the parcel to the landlord 

at the threshing field?  

Ans)  Bama saw an elderly man of her society carrying a very small and light parcel with snacks 

to the landlord. The way the man held the parcel with its strings, the special respect the man 

showed towards the parcel and the way he offered it to the landlord without supporting it from 

the bottom made Bama laugh. She thought he was making a joke by carrying the packet in a 

childish way.  

5. How did Bama realise that education is the best antidote against discrimination? 

Ans) Bama‟s brother told her that they were considered as dalits and therefore were not given 

respect.  He said that only through education the people of their community could earn respect 

for themselves and throw away the indignities. He advised her to study with care and learn all 

she could. And then people would come to her of their own accord. These words made a deep 

impression upon her mind and she realised that education is the best antidote against 

discrimination.  

6. "Now I was one of the many little animals driven by a herder." Whom does Zitkala Sa refer to 

as 'little animals'? Why?                                                                                                             

Hint- Girls and boys of her race in boarding school- were racially discriminated- treated like 

animals-no rights or respect- her hair cut forcefully - she felt lost and defeated. 

7. What was the point of the question raised by the landlord's man to Bama's elder brother, "On 

which street do you live?" 

Ans) The people of Bama's time believed in untouchability and social discrimination. Some 

people were considered privileged while majority of the others suffered from the shame of being 

backward class. People gave respect or disrespect to each other on the basis of caste, religion and 

being rich and poor. Landlord's men wanted to know his caste and therefore he asked where he 

lived because probably people of a community lived on specific streets. 

8. "Because they had scraped four coins together." What did Bama mean?                              

Hint-   According to Bama - cause of rich people's superior attitude and behaviour - possession 

of money. Money makes a man feel superior over the poor and makes him blind - ordinary 

people have little wealth in their hands, the rich ones have a lot -they feel they have the right to 

disrespect , embarrass and discriminate against  the poor. 

9. What does the statement symbolize-“ I will not submit! I will struggle first”. 

Hint- Captures the issue of racial discrimination- insight of the plight of the people in the story- 
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people  like the girl became resolute to give the officials a tough fight till the last breath in them- 

little girl Zitkala-Sa represents spirit of not giving up -when she came to know that her long hair 

would be cut she decided to struggle and not to submit. 

 

10. It took almost an hour for Bama to reach back home from school. Why?                            

Hint- Little Bama- attracted by various charms –the performing monkey—the shops with sweets 

and fruits—the bicycle rider who did not get down for more than a week.-loud political speeches 

given by political leaders- oxen going round on the grain floor and beating the grain out of straw 

etc. 

 

QUESTION NO. 9. LONG-ANSWER QUESTION (120-150 WORDS): 06 Marks 

MAIN BOOK: FLAMINGO 

  

Note: 1. One out of two long answer-questions to be answered in 120-150 words from Flamingo 

to assess global comprehension and extrapolation beyond the text. Questions to provide 

evaluating and analytical responses using incidents, events, themes as reference points.  

Marking Scheme: 

Content-      3 Marks 

Expression- 3 Marks 

(Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling- 1.5 Marks) 

(Coherence and relevance of ideas and style-                   1.5 Marks) 

Total-          6 Marks 

 

 

Lesson-1: The Last Lesson  By: Alphonse Daudet 

 Q. 1. There was a huge change in Franz's approach towards school as well towards his teacher 

M. Hamel as he comes to know about the annexation of his village by Prussians. Discuss with 

reference to „The Last Lesson.‟ 

Ans. Little Franz was unwilling to go to school that day as he was expected to be ready with 

participles but he did not know even the first letters of them. He even thought of skiving the 

school and spend the day outdoors owing to the temptations of the day being warm and bright 

and the tuneful chirpings of the birds albeit he resisted these enticements and proceeded for 

school.  

On arriving at school, he noticed an unfamiliar hush there. His teacher M. Hamel had donned his 

Sunday best and asked Franz to go to his place in the class so that he could begin his lesson. The 

teacher made an upsetting proclamation that that would be their last lesson in French as the new 

German teacher would be arriving the following day. He restated about the order from Berlin 
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that German would be taught in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine. Franz was overwhelmed 

with a feeling of guilt and regretted squandering his time in trivial pursuits. He decided to pay 

attention to the lesson since school and learning had become tremendously significant for him. 

He began to realize the real value of his school as well as of the teacher whom they had all taken 

for granted all these years.  

Now M. Hamel became a good teacher for him rather than a boring one. For him, the teacher 

seemed to be a good gentleman who was departing from the village on that day for good. Thus, 

there developed a specific liking to study grammar, writing and History in Franz as on that day 

M. Hamel put all his heart and soul in teaching. 

Q. 2. ‗It seemed almost as if the poor man wanted to give us all he knew before going away, and 

to put it all into our heads into one stroke.‘ Why did Franz experience these feelings?  

Ans. The districts of Alsace and Lorraine had been taken over by the Prussians and an ordinance 

from Berlin proclaimed that henceforward German would be taught in the schools of Alsace and 

Lorraine. French would no longer be taught in schools there.  

This announcement came as a big blow for the people and made the village elders attend what 

would be the last French lesson for all of them. M. Hamel conveyed his penitence for all the 

classes which had to be missed by children as he asked them to water his plants and even gave 

them holiday whenever he went fishing. He admonished the elders for keeping their children 

away from their classes to work on their farms and in mills so that they could earn a little more 

money.  

On this specific day, M. Hamel appeared to be committed on making the class a remarkably 

unforgettable one, especially as he stressed the importance of guarding the French language and 

keeping it alive. The patience and the meticulousness with which he conducted the last lesson 

seemed to suggest to French people that their teacher was resolute to leave an ineradicable 

imprint on their minds and in the last lesson, make up for all the lost time.  

Long Answer Type Questions: 

(Questions with Value Points) 
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Q. 1. ―When a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they had 

the key to their prison.‖ How does this line become the last lesson in more than one?  

Ans. Value Points: 

 The town of Alsace was coming to terms with the fact of being annexed by Prussians. 

 M. Hamel, the French teacher was distraught with the turn of events. 

 Teaching of French was to be stopped from the next day.  

 He tried to make his last day in school memorable by dressing in his Sunday suit and 

tried giving as much as he could to his students.  

 He spoke about the French language very highly and felt that they were all to blame for 

their inefficiency to learn this glorious language.  

 He stressed on the fact that they needed to guard the language and make efforts to keep it 

alive. Especially people who have been enslaved, for them it is their passport to freedom.  

 People can be enslaved but not their minds, souls and hearts. 

 They should hold fast to their language by thinking in their language, their thoughts are 

theirs and no one can take them away.  

 One can be in prison yet be free mentally. 

 Thus M. Hamel‘s lecture was not only the last lecture, literally but it was the best parting 

advice that he could give. 

 It was the most important lesson of their lives, as they realized the importance of 

knowing one‘s language. 

 

Q. 2. Draw the character sketch of M. Hamel. 

Ans. Value Points: 

 A passionate French teacher,  

 Proud of being French,  

 Emotionally distraught, by the annexation Alsace at the hands of Germans,  

 Is attached to his school, people, town, particular about discipline and learning,  

 A hard task master, 

 Feels guilty for being little selfish at times,  

 A true patriot,  
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 A sensitive man,  

 Particular about maintaining propriety that‘s why dons his Sunday best etc. 

 

Lesson-2 : Lost Spring (Stories of Stolen Childhood) By: Anees Jung 

Q. 1. ―The paradoxes of the society that we live in are aptly featured in “Lost Spring, Stories of 

Stolen Childhood.” Write your comments based on the statement. 

Ans. „Lost Spring, Stories of Stolen Childhood‟ is indeed a sad commentary on the grinding 

poverty and the traditions that condemn children to a life of poverty. 

Saheb, optimistic and enthusiastic about the prospect of finding gold in the garbage, feels the 

same way about going to school. But, of course, being from a family of rag pickers living in 

Seemapuri in abject poverty, he does not have the opportunity to go to school. Happily wearing 

cast-off shoes and clothes, he is, yet, forced to relinquish the freedom and joys of his childhood 

to the burdens of a job at the tea-stall. 

Mukesh, who is born into a family of bangle makers of Firozabad, lives in poverty, working 

under the most inhuman conditions, in dark rooms and near hot furnaces, is determined to fight 

what could easily become his destiny. Caught in a web of poverty and the vicious circle of 

sahukars, policemen, politicians, bureaucrats and money lenders, with no money to do anything 

else, the people of Firozabad have reconciled to their fate. They are ignorant of the legislation, 

which makes it illegal for children like Mukesh to work in the glass furnaces with high 

temperature. Years of mind numbing toil have killed all initiative and hope in them. Most of the 

children lose their eyesight before they are adults and hence the darkness in their lives is a reality 

that cannot be escaped.    

Q. 2. Firozabad presents a peculiar contradiction. Contrast the beauty of glass bangles of 

Firozabad with the agony of the people who create them. 

Ans. Firozabad which is the centre of India‘s glass blowing industry is famous for its bangles. 

Spirals of bangles of various colours can be seen lying in yards or piled on four wheeled push 

carts. These bangles have shining bright colours; sunny gold, paddy green, royal blue, pink, 

purple-in fact, every colour born out of the seven colours of rainbow. The makers of these 
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colourful bangles actually are far away from the colours of happiness and lead a colourless 

miserable life.  

They know no other work than bangle making. They have neither courage nor money to start 

another trade or job. They have spent generations in the clutches of middlemen, sahukars, 

policemen, bureaucrats and politicians. Extreme poverty forces them to remain famished and yet 

work all day.  

The elderly woman, who works with Savita, a young girl; has not enjoyed even one full meal in 

her lifetime. Her husband has made a house for the family to live in. He has achieved what many 

have failed in their lifetime. Mukesh‘s father has failed to renovate a house or send his two sons 

to school. Young boys are as tired as their elders. They bewail the fate that they have inherited 

from their elders. Whole families sit together in dark hutments in the dim light of flickering oil 

lamps to weld the pieces of coloured glass into circles of bangles. Their eyes have adapted to the 

dark rather than the light. Even before they become adults, they lose their eyesight.  

This indeed is so ironical that the people who have been engaged in bangle-making for 

generations and weaving the magic around the wrists of women of all the lands are so bereft of 

even a tiny colour and spark of hope and happiness in their lives.  

Long Answer Type Questions: 

(Questions with Value Points) 

Q. 1. Describe the working conditions in the glass bangle factory and the hazards of working 

there. 

Ans. Value Points: 

 Bangle makers live in a state of intense poverty and sleep on empty stomach. 

 Lanes of their shanty town stink of garbage, hovels have disintegrating walls, unsteady 

doors and no windows- are overcrowded with humans and animals 

 Thousands of adults and 20,000 children work in hot furnaces in Firozabad. 

 Toil for long hours in precarious and detrimental conditions  

 High temperatures, lack of ventilation and lights. 
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 Spirals of bangles lie in mounds in dishevelled yards- are pushed by young boys along 

narrow lanes of the shanty towns 

 Boys and girls sit in the dim light of flickering oil lamps to weld the pieces of circles – 

their eyes are more adjusted to dark than to the light outside. 

 Dust from polishing the glass of bangles adversely affects their eyes. 

 Moneylenders, the keepers of law, bureaucrats, politicians- all range against them and 

trap the poor bangle –makers in their snare. 

 Suffer constant fear of ill-treatment by police. 

 Possible hazards: accidents, loss of vision, skin burns, bronchitis, physical and mental 

weakness, mental retardation, ill health due to poor hygiene and lack of ventilation, 

genetic problems due to exposure to chemicals.  

Q. 2. Seemapuri is a settlement of Bangladeshi Squatters. Describe the plight of the people living 

there.   

 Illegal residents- uprooted from their own country that was devastated by storms in 1971-  

 Live in state of perpetual poverty 

 Is on the fringes of Delhi yet miles away from its glitter, glamour and affluence- ironical  

 Is a wasteland where there are structures of mud with roofs of tin and tarpaulin  

 No swage, drainage or running water 

 Home for 10,000 rag pickers who survive as they eke out a living from scrounging 

garbage  

 Food is more important for survival than an identity 

 Have lived here without permit or identity and have mastered the art of rag –picking 

 Rag picking has become a fine art  

 Garbage to them is gold 

 It is their daily bread, a roof over their heads, even if it is a leaking roof 

 Two different meanings of garbage- wrapped in wonder for children and means of 

survival for the elders  

 Children become partners in survival 

=/= 
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Lesson-3: Deep Water  By: William Douglas 

Q. 1. It has been said that a man who has never been in danger cannot answer for his courage. 

How does Douglas‘ account of his personal battle with fear prove this? 

Ans. Douglas having been thrown into the deep end of the swimming pool experienced great 

feelings of terror. The fear of drowning created terror arising from the fear of death. He struggled 

in vain to save himself, but soon lost his consciousness. Though he was rescued, he was left with 

an overwhelming sense of fear.  

The fear continued to haunt him, intruding on all his activities and making it impossible for him 

to enjoy boating, swimming, canoeing and fishing.  

William Douglas then decided to fight this fear that had taken over his life. The instructor whom 

he hired to teach him swimming worked systematically, and soon made him master swimmer. 

Douglas, however, was still not confident and taking courage into his hands embarked on a 

mission to rid him of this fear. He swam relentlessly, in pools and in lakes, diving and putting his 

face under water, indulging in all the activities that instilled fear in him, till all traces of residual 

fear had disappeared.  

He then felt liberated, as he had won a personal battle. It is indeed a saga of perseverance and 

courage which teaches a man that he should never give up, and takes the bull by horns to answer 

the situation of threat with fortitude.  

Q. 2. Franklin D. Roosevelt says, „The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.‟ Write an article 

on this topic with reference to ‗Deep Water.‘  

Ans. Fear throttles innovation, corrodes imagination and limits the exponential growth. Fear is 

the principal source of superstition. To conquer fear is the beginning of wisdom. Seneca says, „If 

we let things frighten us, life will not be worth living.‟ A person who is afraid of something 

cannot enjoy life in totality.  

Fear makes us weak and cowardly. But it does not mean that one should become arrogant. 

Arjuna said that a warrior‘s fear always helps him in understanding and analyzing the potential 
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of the opponent. Cervantes wrote in Don Quixote that fear has many eyes and can see things 

underground.  

Man should not have unnecessary fear. It discourages him to achieve the lofty aspirations. Fear 

impedes action and it is a well-known fact that those who do not act lose the battle of life. The 

challenges of life can never be ignored. They help us in honouring our skills and tapping our 

unexploited potential. Hence, one must shed fear.  

William Douglas in ‗Deep Water‘ shows indomitable courage to subdue the irresistible fright of 

water. The fear of water had left nothing untouched to ruin his life. But he refused to be knocked 

down by it and did not allow it subjugate him. Despite he was trained in swimming by the hired 

instructor, he did not leave any stone unturned to free himself from the monstrous fear and 

eventually trounced it.  

Long Answer Type Questions: 

(Questions with Value Points) 

Q. 1. What was the ‗misadventure‘ that William Douglas talked about? 

Ans. Value Points: 

 A big boy threw him into the deep end of the pool 

 While going down to the bottom he decided to hit his feet on the bottom and surface 

back like a cork. 

 Before his feet touched the bottom, he was frightened, breathless and his lungs were 

ready to burst. 

 He came up slowly, opened his eyes to see water everywhere. 

 Was terrified, tried to scream but no sound came. 

 Thrashed at the water, swallowed and almost chocked. 

 Went down again, hit the bottom again and began to feel dizzy. 

 Was paralysed and with fear and absolutely stiff. 

 Tried to hit, groped around for support, called for help but nothing happened. 

 Went down into the water for the third time, stopped struggling 

 Legs felt limp and blackness swept over his brain 
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 Was quiet, peaceful and drowsy 

 Was lying on his stomach by the pool and was vomiting 

Q. 2. How did Douglas know that he had finally conquered his fear? What was the lesson that the 

writer learnt during his lessons in swimming and his conquest of the fear? 

Ans. Value Points: 

 Went to Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire 

 Dived off at dock at Triggs Island 

 Swam across the lake to Stamp Act Island 

 In the middle of lake, terror struck again 

 Tried to laugh it off 

 Residual doubts were still there 

 Went to Warm Lake- swam its length 

 Was not afraid this time, realised he had conquered fear 

 Lesson learnt- one should not fear death and fear the fear of it 

 Knew what being free of terror was being like 

 Douglas felt only those who have known fear know how it feels to be free of it. 

 Recalled Roosevelt‘s words that one must be afraid of fear only. 

 Understood that his will to survive and live life to the fullest had grown it intensity 

 Felt confident of facing challenges of life ahead 

=/= 

Lesson-4: The Rattrap By: Selma Lagerlof 

Q. 1. Despite all odds, the readers‘ sympathies lie with the peddler in the story, „The Rattrap.‟ 

Elucidate.  

Ans. The peddler is a person whom the world despises as he represents the poor and the 

downtrodden. A vagabond with no home to call his own, he made a livelihood selling rattraps, 

made from wires that were either stolen or begged. He was often turned away by people and he 

knew neither security nor peace.  
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It is obvious then that he had grown into a man who was disillusioned and cynical, having lost 

faith in the goodness of human nature. Though he betrayed the trust of the crofter by stealing his 

money yet the readers‘ sympathies lie with him, as what could be expected of a man who was so 

deprived of material and emotional succor?  

Edla Willmansson‘s sensitive handling of the peddler and the fact that she restored to him of his 

dignity, bringing out the best in him, proves to the readers that it was the insensitive world that 

had deadened him. This realisation endears him, even more, to the readers.     

Q. 2. The lesson „The Rattrap‟ is both entertaining and philosophical. Do you agree with the 

statement? Why? 

Ans. „The Rattrap‟ is indeed both entertaining and philosophical. It has a serious theme and 

moral. It gets serious at many places. But the elements of drama and irony make it lighter and 

interesting. The central character, the peddler, is a man of high mental and philosophical calibre 

and has a great sense of humour.  

The dramatic turn of events which resulted in the transformation of peddler makes the reading 

interesting and entertaining. His calling himself ‗a rat‘ in his note to Edla and signing himself as 

Captain von Stahle, his gift of a rattrap to Edla show the funny side of the peddler and leave the 

readers light-hearted. But throughout the story, there is a streak of philosophy too. The peddler 

calls this world nothing but a ‗big rattrap‘ and as soon as anyone lets himself be tempted to touch 

the bait, it closes on him.  

This world has a few good souls that help people to come out of the abyss of their sinful ways 

and they discover their inherent goodness. None of us is infallible and one should think twice 

before sitting in judgement and condemning the sinner. Thus, we can say that the story is both 

entertaining and philosophical.   

Long Answer Type Questions: 

(Questions with Value Points) 

Q. 1. Do you think that one act of kindness can really change a person‘s view of the world? 

Discuss this with reference to „The Rattrap.‟  
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Ans. Value Points: 

 Yes, I do agree, one act of kindness can really change a person‘s view of the world. 

 This exemplified in the chapter by the man selling rattraps. 

 In the beginning of the chapter, the peddler appears to be dejected and disillusioned 

because he could not live a contented life in spite of his doing work to make his living. 

 He had no positive experiences about life and considered the whole world with its lands 

and seas, its cities and villages to be a big trap which offers baits to ensnare people in it.  

 The ironmaster‘s daughter, Edla Willmansson treats him with respect and shows 

compassion and understanding towards his condition. 

 She does not force herself upon him but tries to persuade him to spend the Christmas Eve 

with them. 

 He reposes trust in her due to her friendliness. 

 Later she persuades her father not to send the man away when his identity is revealed as 

they had invited him and promised Christmas cheer. 

 She also tells him that he is welcome again next year if he wishes so. 

 This brings about a change in the man and he turns a new leaf. 

 He returns the stolen money.    

Q. 2. Narrate the incident when the peddler‘s secret was revealed. 

Ans. Value Points: 

 The peddler accepted Edla‘s invitation to go to her house as she persuaded him with 

confidence and friendliness. 

 The next day was Christmas Eve and the ironmaster and his daughter talked about the 

stranger and his ill fate. 

 But when the guest was well groomed, the iron master realized his mistake that he was 

not an old friend of his. 

 Even the stranger said that he made no attempt to hide his identity. In fact, he was ready 

to leave wearing his rags again. 

 The ironmaster took offense and blamed the man that he had tried to deceive him and 

wanted to refer to matter to the sheriff. 

 At this, the stranger repeated his belief that this whole world was a big rattrap. 
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 ―All the good things are offered to you are nothing but cheese rinds and bits of pork, set 

out to drag a poor fellow into trouble.‘‘ 

 And that, a day might come when one day he might also get caught in the trap. 

 The ironmaster laughed and asked him to leave. 

 The daughter who was listening to the conversation felt embarrassed and requested her 

father that they must allow him to stay for the evening as they had promised him 

Christmas cheer. 

 The father relented and allowed the peddler to stay in the house to celebrate Christmas 

with them. This he did owing to Edla‘s request.  

=/= 

Lesson-5: Indigo  By: Louis Fischer 

Q. 1. ‗Self-reliance, India‘s independence and help to sharecroppers were all bound together.‘ 

Elucidate with reference to the excerpt entitled ‗Indigo‘ by Louis Fischer.  

Ans. Gandhiji learnt that the arable land of Champaran district was divided into large estates 

owned by Englishmen and were worked by the peasants. The landlords forced all the peasants to 

grow indigo in 15% of their holdings and surrender the entire crop as rent.  

When Gandhiji willingly defied the order of quitting Champaran, he was summoned to appear in 

the court the next morning. The town of Motihari was black with peasants in support of Gandhiji. 

This spontaneous demonstration around the court house was the beginning of the end of their 

fear of the British. Gandhiji said that he wanted to render humanitarian and national service. He 

said that the British must leave the country. 

Later on, the case against Gandhiji was dropped by the Lt. Governor. This was the first triumph 

of civil disobedience in modern India. This was followed by investigations by Gandhiji. After 

four interviews with Lieutenant Governor, an official inquiry into the matter was launched. 

Gandhiji accepted 25% of the money offered to the farmers as refund and the deadlock was 

broken. With this the farmers learnt that they too had rights and they could be defended in the 

court of law. They learnt courage. Within a few years, the British landlords relinquished their 

claims over the estates which reverted to farmers. 
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Thus, self-reliance, India‘s independence and help to sharecroppers were all bound together into 

one.  

Q. 2. What measure did Gandhiji take to improve the cultural and social backwardness of the 

villagers of Champaran?  

Ans. Gandhiji was never satisfied himself with large political or economic solutions only. When 

he saw the cultural and social backwardness in the Champaran villages, he wanted to do 

something about it forthwith. Therefore, he embarked on a programme to reform the social and 

cultural backwardness of the areas in Champaran. Mahadev Desai and Narhari Parikh who had 

joined Gandhiji as disciples supported him and volunteered as teachers. Their wives and others 

joined the movement.  

Gandhiji‘s wife Kasturbai and youngest son, Devdas also made their contribution. Primary 

schools were set up in six villages. Kasturbai taught the Ashram rules on personal cleanliness 

and community sanitation. 

Gandhiji got a doctor to volunteer his services for six months in an attempt to improve the 

appalling state of the health services that were available. Basic medicines were made available, 

and these included castor oil, quinine and sulphur ointment. This was the beginning of the health 

services for the area.    

Long Answer Type Questions: 

(Questions with Value Points) 

Q. 1. Why did Gandhiji‘s casual visit to Champaran get extended over a year? 

Ans. Value Points: 

 A small request by a farmer made Gandhiji go to Champaran to look into the problems of 

the oppressed sharecroppers 

 The English landlords compelled sharecroppers to grow indigo on 15 percentages 

of their holdings 

 The entire indigo harvest was to be given as rent to the planters  

 News of synthetic indigo in Germany 
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 Farmers asked to pay compensation to get released from the 15% agreement 

 Gandhiji became the spokesperson for the indigo sharecroppers and started a mission to 

help them 

 Decided to go to Muzaffarpur to get the real and complete picture 

 Looked into each minute detail and gathered information from lawyers 

 Collected evidence against the British landlords 

 Arrived in Champaran at the point when the crooked landlords were scheming against the 

poor peasants and making the pay compensation 

 Met Secretary of the British Landlords‘ Association and the British Commissioner of 

Tirhut Division to get their viewpoint-meeting yielded no results 

 The lackadaisical and non-cooperative attitude of the authorities delayed matters 

 Was asked to quit Champaran- was summoned to court since he disobeyed the order 

 Resulted in spontaneous demonstrations by thousands of farmers 

 Convinced lawyers to support the peasants 

 Civil disobedience successful as the Lieutenant Governor ordered the case to be dropped 

against Gandhiji 

Q. 2. Why did Gandhiji consider freedom from fear more important than legal justice for the 

poor peasants of Champaran?    

Ans. Value Points:  

 Exploitation of indigo sharecroppers by British landlords  

 Farmers resorted to legal help to fight cases against the landlords 

 Not too many got encouraging results and also this could give them short term benefits 

 Farmers terrorised and crushed under the exploitation by landlords 

 Gandhiji with practical and farsighted approach felt that if the down trodden farmers 

could be released from fear, rest all would fall into place 

 Started an exercise in empowering the farmers and giving them lessons in courage 

through his own example 

 Dealt with all the clever moves of the British landlords fearlessly and boldly without 

getting intimidated by their orders 

 Felt that lessons in courage would remain with the farmers all their lives and they would 

never be exploited    



 
 

175 
 

Lesson-6 :  Poets and Pancakes By: Asokamitran 

Q. 1. Why was the Moral Re-Armament Army welcomed at the Gemini Studios?  

Ans. Frank Buchman‘s Moral Re-Armament Army comprising of a group of two hundred people 

belonging to twenty nationalities visited Madras in 1952. The MRA was seen to be a counter 

movement to international communism and people at the Gemini Studios did not think highly of 

communism and communists but Mr. Vasan, the Boss at Gemini Studios was fascinated by the 

MRA, so they could not have found ‗warmer‘ host than Gemini Studios in India. The MRA 

presented two plays „Jotham Valley‟ and „The Forgotten Factor‟ in the most professional 

manner. Six hundred people of the Gemini Studios saw the plays many times.  

These plays conveyed simple messages but their sets and costumes were of ‗first rate‘. They 

impressed both the Tamil drama community and the Gemini Studios. The sun rise and the sun set 

scenes of ‗Jotham Valley‘ continued to be copied for the years to come.  

Q. 2. What do you understand about the author‘s literary inclinations from this account-‗Poets 

and Pancakes‘? 

Ans. Though the author, Asokamitran had a very tedious and unchallenging job at the studios, 

his interest in literature and writing is apparent in his willingness to participate in the short story 

contest organized by the British periodical, „The Encounter‟. Moreover, the author appears to be 

a keen reader visiting libraries and buying books on wide-ranging topics whenever he could 

afford them. The narrative also establishes the fact that the author was one of the most 

knowledgeable persons in Gemini Studios. His idea about how prose writing was not meant for 

geniuses but for those with patience and perseverance highlights his deep thoughts on literature 

and creative writing. 

Long Answer Type Questions: 

(Questions with Value Points) 

Q. 1. Describe the make-up department of Gemini studios. 

Ans. Value Points: 
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 Once stable of Robert Clive 

 Looked like a hair cutting salon 

 Half a dozen mirror, incandescent lights 

 Strict hierarchy maintained in the make-up room 

 Presented picture of national integration 

 Use truckloads of pancakes and locally made lotions and potions 

 Office boy mixes his paint in a big vessel, slapping it on the crowd players 

Q. 2. Highlight the qualities that made Subbu No. 2 in Gemini Studios. 

Ans. Value Points: 

 Subbu- many sided genius 

 Did not have much formal education but had exposure to prosperous situations and 

people 

 Sense of loyalty made him identify with his Boss, used all creativity and energy to the 

advantage of Boss  

 Understood all complexities and technicalities of film making 

 Tailor made for films 

 Charitable and cheerful personality 

 Performed better than main players 

 

Lesson-7: The Interview By: Christopher Silvester 

Q. 1. What impression do you form about Umberto Eco as a scholar and writer on the basis of 

‗The Interview‘? 

Ans. Umberto Eco‘s style is narrative, written in the manner of a story. This is in contrast to a 

regular academic style which is invariably depersonalised, dry and boring. His scholarly work 

has a certain playful and personal quality to it. He also has written books for children on         

non-violence and peace.  

Umberto Eco, a professor at the University of Bologna, in Italy, has an authority on Semiotics, 

the study of signs. He is also a well-known novelist. His novel ‗The Name of the Rose‘ became 

famous worldwide.  
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His scholarly works include academic texts, essays, children‘s books and newspaper articles. He 

pursues his philosophical interest through his academic work and novels.  

He brushes aside compliments and never boasts about his achievements. He is keen to share his 

experiences with others and shares the secret of accomplishing so much by revealing the fact that 

he makes use of time-gaps (interstices) between different pieces of work. 

Eco follows an informal and playful style of writing with a narrative aspect. Even his research 

work has a quality of creative writing and makes informative as well as interesting reading.  

Q. 2.  Why do some celebrity writers hate being interviewed?  

Ans. Some celebrity writers find themselves the victims of interview and loathe it as an 

unwarranted intrusion into their lives. They feel that interviews diminish them. It is like stealing 

a person‘s soul.  

V. S. Naipaul feels that some people are wounded by interviews and lose a part of themselves. 

Lewis Carroll was said to have had the horror of the interviewer and never consented to be 

interviewed.  

Rudyard Kipling expressed an even more condemnatory attitude towards the interviewer. He 

calls it a crime, an immoral act and an assault on his personality. He further says that it deserves 

punishment. It is cowardly and contemptible.  

H. G. Wells, in an interview, talks about the interviewing ordeal. Saul Bellow once described 

interviews as like thumbprint on his windpipe.   

Long Answer Type Questions: 

(Questions with Value Points) 

Q. 1.  Describe the interview of Umberto Eco by Mukund Padmanabhan. 

Ans. Value Points: 

 David Lodge, an academician, states that he failed to understand how Eco managed to do 

so many things. 
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 Eco believed in working in the spare time of his day, something that he calls empty 

spaces (interstices).  

 Mukund said that everyone did not have that capacity to achieve that. 

 While talking about his academic style, Mukund remarked that unlike the regular 

academic style, Eco‘s non-fictional writings had a certain lighthearted and personal 

quality about it. 

 At the age of 22 Eco had managed to understand that a thesis should be written in a form 

of a story of a research. 

 Mukund then remarked that people thought of him more as a novelist than as an essayist. 

 Eco added that he had always thought of himself more as a university professor than a 

novelist. 

 Umberto Eco said that he was not able to understand the reason behind the success of his 

novel ‗The Name of the Rose‘.  

Q. 2. What was typical about Eco‘s academic writing style? 

Ans. Value Points: 

 Umberto Eco‘s writing style is extraordinarily different from that of the standard 

academic approach.  

 The academicians first make a thorough research, then move on to prove their 

hypotheses, and finally, give their conclusion on that subject.  

 The final outcome, therefore, comes out as tedious.  

 Eco, on the other hand, tells the story of his research, including his ―trials and errors‖. 

 While the scholars usually use a very depersonalised and dull style, Eco‘s style is 

personalised and playful, and in the form of a narrative. 
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Lesson-8 : Going Places By: A. R. Barton 

Q. 1. „There was a sound of applause as the world rose to greet them.‟ What is the world that 

Sophie is dreaming about? Why? 

Ans. Sophie had always dreamt big. Though the economic condition of her family demanded that 

she accepted the work at the biscuit factory as soon as she finished school, she had other plans. 

She dreamt of having a boutique of her own and if that was not possible at once, she was going 

to work as a manager. She imagined that her qualities would shine through, making her 

employers offer her the job. She even contemplated being an actress or a fashion designer.  

It was Sophie‘s dream to have a life of sophistication. Geoff represented freedom to her, as he 

had already left school and was working away from home. Sophie imagined that he went to a 

glamorous world and she hoped that he would introduce her to this world for which she was 

most suited and which was waiting to accept her. She could see herself dressed elegantly and 

being accepted into the charmed world of her dreams, a world that was just waiting for her.  

Q. 2.  It is natural for teenagers to have unrealistic dreams. Discuss with reference to the story, 

‗Going Place‘. 

Ans. It is natural for teenagers to have unrealistic dreams, as does Sophie, the protagonist of the 

story, ‗Going Places‘. She is expected to take up employment in the biscuit factory as soon as 

she finishes school, but she dreams of owning a boutique. She does not want to listen to her 

friend Jansie, who cautions her not to be unrealistic. She is convinced that she will somehow be 

able to raise the money for her boutique. 

Sophie dreams about being accepted into the sophisticated and the charmed world of her brother, 

Geoff. She yearns to feel the independence of his life. He has left school three years ago and has 

been working away from home in far-off exotic places, and in her imagination, this world is just 

waiting to accept her.  

In a vain attempt to escape her own squalid life, she imagines what it must feel like to befriend 

someone as important as the football star Danny Casey. Her family would never believe that they 

could have a date. Of course, the fact that he would come and meet her near the canal is a 

figment of her imagination, and the sadness, that fills her, is the acceptance of the fact that that 
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her life cannot really ever change. She is burdened with the despair and the weight of her 

shattered dreams.  

Sometimes, big dreams propel people to make big efforts to achieve them. Such big dreams can 

never be materialised unless equal amount of hard work is put in. The teenagers must realise that 

the lofty dreams may come for free but their attainment costs a lot of diligence.    

(Questions with Value Points) 

Q. 1. Sophie‘s dreams and disappointments are all in her mind. What was her extent of 

fantasizing as a teenager? 

Ans. Value Points: 

 Sophie- poor, mediocre family 

 Aspires to have a boutique; but no means, no resources 

 Could become a manager or an actress 

 A day dreamer 

 Wants to see the vast world 

 Father does not permit 

 Dreams of meeting  Danny Casey 

 Imagines meeting him in the arcade 

 Extent of fantasy- feels she has really met him 

 Tells her brother who does not believe her 

 Father feels it is another of her wild stories  

 She goes again to meet Danny but he does not come 

 Becomes very sad and dejected when he does not turn up 

 Fills her mind with a lot of disappointment and doubts 

 Creates her own dreams and disappointments 

 Imagines meeting him again in the arcade 

Q. 2. Why do you think the story has been titled ‗Going Places‘? 

Ans. Value Points: 

 A. R. Barton takes readers to several places through Sophie‘s fantasy  

 Takes the readers in search of work to far sides of city, outlying districts of city 

 To Royce‘s Window 

 To weekly pilgrimage on Saturday to watch United 

 To the distant and quiet place where lovers meet 

 Into a world of fantasy through Sophie 

 

Sources: 

1. KVS Study Material 

2. Flamingo- Main Book 

3. CBSE 

4. Together with 

5. www.learncbse.in 

 

http://www.learncbse.in/
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Long Answer Questions with Answers for Question No.10 for 06 marks (Word Limit: 120-

150) 
                                                                                    

                                    From “VISTAS”- SUPPLEMENTARY READER 

 

In this part of Question Bank, 02(Two) questions from each lesson have been provided with  

model answers & 02(Two) questions from each lesson with some hints/value points have  

been given for practice. 

 

                                                           IMPORTANT NOTE: 

1. In AISSE one out of two Long Answer Questions is to be answered in 120-150 

words to test global comprehension along with analysis and extrapolation.  (Vistas)   

(6 Marks)                

2. Evaluation Scheme of CBSE is given below for perusal of students so that they 

should know the distribution of marks & in turn strategize to fetch good marks.  

These questions have been set to test the students' understanding of the text and their 

ability to interpret, evaluate and respond to the issues raised therein. Hence no 

particular answer can be accepted as the only correct answer. All presentations may be 

accepted as equally correct provided they have been duly supported by the facts drawn 

from the text. The important thing is that the student should be able to justify his or her 

viewpoint.  

 

 Distribution of marks: Content: 3 marks  

 Expression: 3 marks 

 Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [1½] 

 Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [1½] 

 
 

LESSON 1--THE THIRD LEVEL 

                                                                                                                       By- JACK FINNEY 

Question No.1. ‗The modern world is full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and stress.‟ What 

are the ways in which we attempt to overcome them?  

Answer: The modern world is full of insecurity, worry, stress, fear, etc. We hear about war, 

terrorism, various kinds of new sicknesses, riots and violence every day. People compete with 

each other to achieve success. All are busy to make money thinking money can make life 

comfortable and happy. Modern man thinks that vacations, sports, entertainment, partying, 

modern gadgets, etc. can bring him relief from insecurity, fear, worry and stress. But all these 

increase his stress. Only a simple life in accordance with the nature can bring relief to man. That 

is the message the author tries to impart in the story, ‗The Third Level‘. 
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A sharp contrast is shown between the past and the present lifestyles. In the story ‗The Third 

Level‘, Charley‘s psychiatrist, Sam says that Charley‘s experience of the third level was a 

waking-dream wish fulfilment because Charley was unhappy with the modern world which is 

full of insecurity, war, worries, and fear. The story describes Charley as a man working overtime 

and rushing to reach his home. On one such occasion he reaches the third level of the station. 

The modern life is fast paced. People have no time to relax. As modern life is very complicated 

and stressful, people avail the service of psychiatrists. 

  On the contrary, life in the past era was shown to be peaceful. People were simple and lived a 

peaceful life. The description of Galesburg is a proof of this fact. People sat out on their lawns, 

men smoking cigars and talking quietly, women waving palm-leaf fans, with fireflies all around. 

It was a peaceful world. 

                                                          Or 

We can overcome the anxieties and insecurities bred by our inevitable existence in the modern 

world by getting involved in some practical and beneficial activities. Cultivating hobbies, 

spending time with family and friends, going on trips and excursions, pursuing meditation and 

exercises help us live a balanced and healthy life. Reading good books is equivalent to having 

good friends with great insight. They not only enrich us with the vast store of knowledge but also 

help us to learn from other‘s experience and stay rooted to some basic qualities of humanity. 

Joining hobby classes or gym, attending social events like birthdays and weddings, going for 

outdoor games, interacting meaningfully through social-networking sites and writing diaries etc. 

can also help us relieve our worries and stay focussed and disciplined in life. Simple activities 

like listening to music, playing with pets, an occasional dinner out, watching cinema or plays or 

going to places like parks etc. can go a long way in helping us get rid of stress, boredom and 

insecurities. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Question No.2. Would Charley ever go back to the ticket-counter on the third level to buy 

tickets to Galesburg for himself and his wife?  

Answer: After reading the story we get to know that Charley was interested in travelling to 

Galesburg with his wife Louisa. However, he couldn‘t locate the third level again. The first time 

round, he found the third level by accident. When he reached the ticket-counter, he realised that 

the currency he had with him was not useful as it belonged to a different period. He went back to 

convert his three hundred dollars into the ―old-style currency‖ that could enable him to buy two 

tickets to Galesburg. However, when he returned to the Grand Central, he could not find the 

corridor leading to the third level. He couldn‘t go back looking for the third level as his wife was 

too worried about him. Moreover, he himself had stopped looking for it after sometime. .  

PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

Q.No.1.What does the third level refer to?  

      Value Points 

 The Grand Central Station of New York has subways  

 two levels-- from where the commuters take trains. 

 No third level was ever built.  



 
 

183 
 

 Charley, believes -- existence of a third level 

 The third level --- an escape from the modern world  

 full of insecurity, fear, war, worry  

 the protagonist wants to travel to Galesburg,  

 Illinois, with his wife Louisa.  

 For him, it is a part of reality  

 While his psychiatrist friend calls it a ―waking-dream wish fulfilment. 

   Q.No.2.What convinced Charley that he had reached the third level at Grand Central 

Station and not the second level?   

      Value Points   

 Walking through a tunnel & going down short flight of stairs… 

 Charley enters in III Level 

 First he thought –he was on II Level. 

 Rooms-smaller, wooden gates, windows etc. 

 Dim flickering gas lights & brass spittoons convinced him 

 People wearing beards, sideburns & fancy moustaches. 

 Old locomotives. 

 Newspaper of 1894 ‗The World‘ 

 Ultimately he thought of buying tickets. 

 That could have landed him in trouble.  

 He realised-that he was in III Level 

                                                           

                                                             LESSON 2 --THE TIGER KING   

           By- Kalki 

Question No.1 The story is a satire on the conceit of those in power. How does the author 

employ the literary device of dramatic irony in the story? 

Answer: The Maharaja of Pratibandapuram was commonly known as the Tiger King. It had been 

predicted by an astrologer that the hundredth tiger would prove to be fatal for the Tiger King. He 

then set out to hunt all the tigers. He managed to kill ninety-nine, but the Maharaja‘s bullet 

missed the hundredth tiger who had fainted from the sharp sound of the bullet. As nobody 

wanted the Maharaja to know about it, one of the hunters himself shot the tiger later. The 

Maharaja thought that he had killed the hundredth tiger, and the elated king returned to his 

capital and ordered his staff to bring the dead tiger in a grand procession. He buried it and 

erected a tomb over it. 

As the astrologer predicted, the death of the king came about by the hundredth tiger. It was a 

wooden toy tiger which the king had presented to his three-year old son. The king was killed 

merely by a sliver of wood protruding from it. The wound developed pus and it soon spread all 

over the arm. The best surgeons failed to save the king and thus, the astrologer‘s prediction about 

the death of the Tiger King proved to be correct. 
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It is ironical that the king who killed many tigers with his brave hands died of a ‗sliver‘ from the 

body of the toy tiger. In this way destiny took its final revenge upon the Tiger King. Ironically, 

death came to him from a tiger. 

OR 

The story "The Tiger King" is a supreme example of dramatic irony. The character acts in a way 

grossly inappropriate to the actual circumstances or expects the opposite of what fate holds in 

store for him'. Kalki has used a very dexterous use of dramatic irony in the story. After killing 

the first tiger the King flaunts its dead body before astrologer to show that he is more powerful 

than the tiger. However, the astrologer warns the king that he should be "careful with the 

hundredth tiger". The king chooses to prove the astrologer wrong once again and makes frantic 

efforts to kill hundred tigers. Thus, having shot at the old tiger, the Tiger king believes he has 

killed the hundredth tiger. But the reader as well as the king's officers and minions soon come to 

know that the emaciated tiger does not get killed but only faints. The king gets happy of killing 

the tiger but in actual ignorant of this ironical fate the prediction proves to be right and mere 

sliver on wooden tiger's body causes his dramatic death. Quite ironically the hundredth tiger kills 

the king instead and astrologer's prediction stands true. 

 

Question No.2. How would you describe the behaviour of the Maharaja‟s minions towards 

him? Do you find them truly sincere towards him or are they driven by fear when they 

obey him? Do we find a similarity in today‟s political order?  

Answer: Maharaja‘s minions were subservient and sycophantic. Most of them were scared of 

Maharaja and tried to keep him in good humour by obeying his orders. They did not dare to 

disobey him as his displeasure could mean loss of their job or even loss of their lives. 

The astrologer was afraid of predicting his death, till Maharaja told him to ‗speak without fear‘.  

Dewan who should have advised the king not to kill the tigers did not dare to go against his 

wishes and aided his marriage to a princess whose father‘s kingdom possessed a large 

number of tigers. Being afraid of losing his job, he presented an old tiger to satisfy the 

whims of his Maharaja. Likewise, the hunters chose not to inform him of the survival of the 

100th tiger and instead killed it themselves fearing that they might lose their jobs. Even the 

shopkeeper, who sold the king a cheap wooden toy tiger, quoted a higher price lest he 

should be punished under the rules of emergency. So, it is evident that the king‘s minions 

were driven by fear rather than any feelings of sincerity towards their ruler. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

Q.No.1.Draw a character sketch of the Tiger king in your own words.  

      Value Points  

 Grew up in English environment 

 -taught by an English Tutor  

 -drank milk of an English cow  

 -look after by an English Nanny  

 -watched English films.  

 Began hunting tigers in Pratibandapuram.  
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 Astrologer warned him to be careful with the 100th tiger.  
 He became the Sole Hunter  

 No one was allowed to hunt tiger.  
 He faced threat of losing his kingdom. 

 One British officer -- denied the permission to hunt tigers  

 Not even get a photograph with the carcass of a tiger. 

 Special episode of 100
th

 tiger. 

 Characteristics—Obsessed, Whimsical, Egoistic….  

 

   Q.No.2.How was the hundredth tiger found & hunted down?  

      Value Points   

 Maharaja‘s anxiety –fever pitch at 99 

 Dewan brought a tiger-- from people's park in Madras 

 Put that tiger in the forest 

 King shot the tiger collapsed 

 King thought - dead -went home triumphant 

 Actually he had missed the shot 

 Shot again and killed by hunters (not by the king) 

 Carcass of the tiger--carried in procession. 

 Maharaja gifted a wooden toy tiger-- his son on his birthday. 

 Toy tiger was made by unskilled worker. 

 One tiny sliver pierced in king's left hand. 

 Three famous surgeons from Madras operated 

 The operation successful but king died 

 Final revenge by hundredth tiger (wooden toy tiger) 

 

                      LESSON 3-- JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE EARTH 

By- Tishani Doshi  

 

Question No.1‗Take care of small things and big things will take care of themselves.‟ What 

is the relevance of this statement in the context of the Antarctic environment? 

 

Answer: Antarctica has a simple ecosystem and lacks biodiversity. It is the best place to study 

how little changes in the environment can have big consequences. The author gives the example 

of microscopic plants called phytoplankton which nourish and sustain the entire southern ocean‗s 

food chain. The phytoplankton uses the energy to absorb carbon and also synthesizes various 

organic compounds through photosynthesis. Scientists have forewarned that if Ozone 

layer depletes any further it will have a direct impact on the activities of the phytoplankton. This 

will lead to a chain reaction adversely affecting the lives of marine animals and birds of the 

region which will further result in the disturbance of global carbon cycle. So, humans should pay 

special attention to tiny forms of animal and plant life. The depletion of ozone layer can be 

prevented by reducing carbon dioxide emissions. If we take care of small things big things will 

automatically fall into place.  



 
 

186 
 

 

Question No. 2.Why is Antarctica the place to go to, to understand the earth‟s present, past 

and future? 

Answer: Antarctica gives us an idea, how the earth would have been like millions of years ago 

and how it got divided into various earth masses. The melting and colliding ice masses also give 

us an insight into how our future is going to be, if we continue with interference in the working 

of the nature. Moreover, Antarctica holds into the depths of its ice half-million year old carbon 

records, which are helpful in understanding the past, present and future of the earth. Therefore, 

Antarctica is the place which reveals our past, shows our present and visualizes our future. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

Q.No.1.How is the study of Antarctica useful to us? 

      Value Points 

 Antarctica – only place in the world remaining pristine 

 holds in its ice-cores half million year-old carbon records 

 only place to study Earth‘s past, present and future 

 gives an insight into how the earth forms and continents  

 tells us about repercussions of environmental changes  

 through the parable of phytoplankton  

 enables us to study problems of global warming (glacier retreating, ice-shelves 

collapsing) ,              

 concept of evolution and extinction  

 significance of Cordilleran folds and granite shields, ozone and carbon, 

  

 Q.No.2.What are the indications for the future of mankind?  

       Value Points 
 Future of mankind appears dismal. 

 Increase in population has led to a ―population boom.‖ 

 It has greatly depleted the resources of nature-destroyed forests 

 Caused extinction of certain species of wildlife. 

 Excessive burning of fossil fuels  

 Created a blanket of carbon dioxide around the earth. 

 Antarctic environment has been affected by global warming  

 Is clear from receding glaciers and collapsing ice shelves. 

 These grave indications do not auger well for the future of mankind 
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                   LESSON 4 -- THE ENEMY 

                                                  By- Pearl S .Buck 

 

Question No.1.How can you say that Dr. Sadao's father was a Japanese to the core? 

 Answer: Dr. Sadao's father had high dreams about the future of Japan. There was no limit of 

their future as it depended on what they made it. He never played or joked with his only son. But 

he spent infinite pains upon him. For the sake of the best possible medical education, he sent his 

son to America. Sadao met Hana there, but waited to fall in love until he was sure that she was a 

Japanese. His father would never have received her unless she had been pure in her race. Their 

marriage was arranged in the old Japanese way only after Sadao's father had seen her when both 

of them had come home to Japan after finishing their education. He was Japanese every inch. 

The floor of his room was deeply matted. He would never sit on chair or sleep in a foreign bed in 

his house. The quilt was covered with flowered silk and the lining was pure white silk. In short, 

everything here had been Japanese to please him.  

Question No.2. „There are moments in life when we have to make hard choices between our 

roles as private individuals and as citizens with a sense of national loyalty‟. Discuss with 

reference to the story you have just read. 

Answer: Life has many facets. We live it by maintaining a delicate balance between the various 

facets it offers to us as part of our existence as an individual in a society. Living for our own self, 

family, profession and country are just a few of them. However at times, it becomes difficult to 

maintain this balance, and gets overpowered by confusion and dilemmas. The story about Dr. 

Sadao, Hana and the war prisoner exemplifies this. On finding a wounded war prisoner washed 

ashore, Dr. Sadao and Hana are unable to decide what to do. They are confused whether they 

should save and tend the injured or leave him to die or inform the army. 

Eventually, Dr Sadao strikes a balance by deciding to save him before handing him over to the 

army. He and his wife sympathetically tend him but the pressure, of secretly hiding a war 

prisoner in their home and going against the rule of the law, subdue their sympathetic self. In a 

bid to get rid of this burden, Dr. Sadao reveals it to the General who promises to get the prisoner 

killed through assassins. But Dr. Sadao‘s humane side again pops up asking him to ply with the 

voice of his soul, and he goes out of his way to help the enemy soldier flee to safety. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

 

 Q.No.1 Dr. Sadao planned and helped the enemy soldier to escape. Comment. 

      Value Points 

 General had promised Dr. Sadao  

-- he would get the soldier quietly killed through his private assassins 

 but he forgot to get rid of him 
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 Dr. Sadao could do nothing 

 he wanted to get rid of the wounded soldier 

 as the servants had left the house, news could spread 

 so he devised his own plan to get the soldier off   

 he managed food, clothes, water, torch and his boat for the soldier 

 he guided and instructed him  

 The white soldier took leave of him ---- managed to escape safely. 

 

  Q.No.2.What impression do you form of Dr. Sadao as a man and as a surgeon from your 

reading of the story 'The Enemy'?  

 

 Value Points 
  
 Hint - Brave and Obedient 
  
 Intelligent and hardworking 
  
 Surgeon and scientist 
  
 Sensitive and helpful 
  
 Real doctor 
                  
 Decided to save the life of the American soldier 

 Servants left but he was determined to save his life 

 Hana helps him though she could not bear the smell of blood 

 Dedicated to his profession 

 Even he tried to he  lp him to escape by giving him food 

 All his actions show that only humanity wins eventually than anything else.  

 

                                      

                                         LESSON 5 -- SHOULD WIZARD HIT MOMMY? 

              By- John Updike 

Question No.1. What is the moral issue that the story raises? 
Answer: The story examines moral issues dependent on different levels of maturity. There is a 

sharp contrast between an adult‘s perspective of life and the worldview of a little child. Children 

represent innocence. Hatred and injustice have no place in their world. In the story, the baby 

skunk was able to make friends only after he smelled of roses. In Jo‘s perspective, the happiness 

of being able to make friends surpassed any other thing. As a result, she is unable to assess the 

reason why the mother skunk pressurized her child to get his original body odour restored. 

On the contrary, Jack tried to justify the skunk‘s mother and wanted Roger to listen to his mother 

even if it means smelling bad again. Jack, a typical father, wanted his daughter to believe that 

parents are always correct and they know what is best for their children. Thus, the story raises 

the question of whether parents should always be followed blindly.  

Question No.2.What makes Jack feel caught in an ugly middle position? 

Answer: Jack feels that he has been caught in an ugly middle position physically, emotionally as 

well as mentally. The woodwork, a cage of mouldings and rails and skirting boards all around 

them was half old tan and half new ivory. He was conscious of his duties as a father and as a 
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husband. Little Bobby was already asleep. His efforts to make Jo fall asleep proved quite 

fatiguing. She kept on interrupting him, asking for clarifications, pointing errors and suggesting 

alternatives. Jack did not like that women should take anything for granted. He liked them to be 

apprehensive. So he extended the story, though he was in a haste to go down stairs and help his 

pregnant wife in her hard work of painting the woodwork. The result of the extension to the story 

proved unfruitful and unpleasant for Jo, Jack and Clare. Jo wanted him to change the ending of 

the story. Clare complained that he had told a long story. Jack felt utter weariness and did not 

want to speak with his wife or work with her or touch her. He was really caught in an ugly 

middle position as he could not wipe out the gap between the old and the young generation.  

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

 Q.No5.What is your stance regarding the two endings to the Roger Skunk story? 

      Value Points 

 Considering the tender age of Jo, 

 Both the endings seem a little irrational.  

 If the story ends according to Jack,  

 Jo will never be able to question anything  

 she considers wrong in life since this ending stresses  

 Elders are always right in whatever they do. 

 Story shows the skunk‘s mommy -- hitting the wizard for no fault of his.  

 The wizard had only done what he was asked to. 

 as it teaches that mothers, 

 have the right to hit anyone, 

 if the story ends as Jo wanted it to, 

 it will stop her from believing in and respecting her elders. 

 She may even start believing that there is nothing wrong in hitting elders. 

A balanced view may be given in an apt ending 

  Q.No.2.What are the moral issues raised in the lesson? Comment. 

                        Value Points 

 Adult‘s perspective--Practical, harsh, 

 a world of inequalities, 

 one should be what one is , 

 parents know what is best for the child    

 Child‘s perspective- 

                                    Rosy, Romantic, Unrealistic                  

                                    Limited intelligence & exposure 
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                                           LESSON 6 --ON THE FACE OF IT     

           By- Susan Hill 

Question No.1. The actual pain or inconvenience caused by a physical impairment is often 

much less than the sense of isolation felt by the person with disabilities. How can we help 

and support them? 

Answer: Actual pain or inconvenience caused by physical impairment is often less than the 

sense of alienation felt by the person with disabilities. Physical disabilities cause pain once in life 

time and cause mental agony. Mr. Lamb is called Lamey Lamb and mothers were afraid of 

sending the children because of his tin leg. Derry has burnt face and everyone pities him. Only 

the mother could love that face. Both Mr. Lamb and Derry have been the victims of verbal 

atrocities. Mr. Lamb takes comments lightly. But Derry does not have the attitude like Mr. 

Lamb. Attitude of the people needs to be changed. Disable persons do not want sympathy but to 

be accepted them as they are. Wounds get healed but bitter comments never forgotten and leaves 

a scar. 

Question No.2. In which section of the play does Mr. Lamb display signs of loneliness and 

disappointment? What are the ways in which Mr. Lamb tries to overcome these feelings? 

 

Answer: Although the loneliness of Derry dominates the play, there are evident traces of Mr. 

Lamb‘s loneliness throughout the first scene of the play. The old man says that having heard the 

bees for a ―long time‖ he knows that they ―sing‖, not buzz. It not only depicts how his perception 

was different from others but also illustrates that he was lonely .He did not have any one to be 

with him.  

Another evidence of his loneliness is the fact that the whole day he sat in the sun and read books. 

This proves that books were his only true friends. He says that his ―empty house‖ is full of 

books. This shows that the void of his empty life was filled in by books. 

By the end of this scene, it becomes even clearer that he is lonely and sad when he mutters to 

himself that no one comes back to him after the first meeting. Likewise, he does not expect 

Derry to return. He was so sure that Derry would never return that he climbed the ladder to 

collect all the apples himself. However, Derry had offered to help him after informing his 

mother, but the old man was not sure of his return. Ironically, he would have died unnoticed if 

Derry had not returned to fill the emptiness of his own life.    

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

 

Q.No.1. Though both Mr. Lamb & Derry suffer from physical disability, their attitude to 

life is very different. Justify the relevance of this statement with reference to the story „On 

the Face of It.‟‟     

    OR                 

                                Contrast the characters of Derry & Lamb 

 

   Value points: 

  Both Mr. Lamb and Derry suffer from problems. 
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  Mr. Lamb had a tin leg whereas Derry had a burnt face.  

Characteristics of Mr. Lamb  

 Very positive in his outlook. Sees beauty in everything, including weeds. 

 Doesn‘t let physical value handicap prevent him from living life to the fullest. 

 Very friendly, opened his doors to the world.  

 Sees that the world and people are important.  

 Strong- doesn‘t let people‘s negative comments hurt him.  

 Practical; knows one‘s life is in one‘s own hands.  

 Shows understanding of Derry‘s problems.  

 

Characteristics of Derry 
 Scared of meeting people as he hates seeing their fear of him and facing their rejection.  

 Very sensitive—people‘s comments hurt him deeply. 

 Upset with parents‘ over protectiveness and mother‘s revulsion with his face.  

 Defiant, rude as he is too scared to talk to people. 

 Negative about everything – sees everything in a bad light. 

 Indulges in self-pity over his face.  

  Hates sympathy.  

  Hates the world and keeps away from it.  

 Inner deep desire to be accepted which he hides under an abrasive exterior 

 Changes at the end after listening to Mr. Lamb. Finds courage and strength to get what he 

wants.  

 

Q.No.2. Both Derry and Lamb are victims of physical impairment, but much more painful 

for them is the feeling of loneliness. Comment.  

Value Points: 

 Mr.Lamb & Derry- having different sorts of physical disabilities. 

 Mr. Lamb had a tin leg 

 Derry-acid burnt face 

 both suffered alienation from society. 

 not accepted by society 

 Loneliness caused constant pain for Derry but Mr. Lamb reconciled- 

 both expected a kind &considerate behavior 

  from others 

 do not want sympathy 

 Derry dislikes being pointed at, nicknamed, mocked at or made fun of; Mr. Lamb 

reconciled. 

 Derry sensitive about mother kissing only on other cheek. 
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LESSON 7 -- EVANS TRIES ON O LEVEL 

             By- Colin Dexter 

Question No.1.  While we condemn the crime, we are sympathetic to the criminal. Is this 

the reason why prison staff often develops a soft corner for those in custody? 

Answer: ‗Crime‘ and ‗criminals‘ are usually considered synonymous. However, our perception 

changes when we see a criminal suffering or taking his punishment. This is what happens with 

the prison staff. Noticing a criminal suffer in the prison, they unwillingly develop a soft corner 

for him in their hearts. They look at him as a human being and not as a mere criminal. They start 

noticing and appreciating their mental capabilities rather than just recalling their crime. 

In the story, Jackson lets Evans keep his hat after knowing that he considered it to be his lucky 

charm. Evans knew of the emotional side of Jackson and so hit it directly through his talk about 

―lucky charm‖, and managed to fool the stern and practical officer. Even the Governor could not 

help noticing his intelligence when he caught him in the hotel. Thus, he was not cruel or stern 

with Evans, and regrettably, took him leniently. 

Question No.2. What were the precautions taken for the smooth conduct of the 

examination? 

Ans. Evans had already escaped from the jail on three earlier occasions, there was always a fear 

that he might make another attempt to escape. Therefore all possible precautions were taken The 

Governor personally monitored all security arrangements. Recreation Block was heavily guarded 

from, where he expected the prisoner to make another break. Evans cell was thoroughly checked 

by Jackson to ward off the possibility of the presence of material which might hamper the 

smooth conducting of the examination.  

His nail scissors, nail-file and razor were taken away as they could be used for cutting throat or 

injuring Mc Leery. The Governor remained sitting in his office with a receiver to listen to them. 

Stephens was posted at the door to peer through the peep hole from time to time. As a whole it 

was well insured that Evans should not escape from the cell at any cost. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

Que. No.1 Give an account of the blunders committed by the prison authorities which 

helped   Evans in escaping from the prison.  

          

Value points: 

o Despite knowing the fact that Evans was always breaking out of jail, the prison 

authorities still made many mistakes.  

o The following were the mistakes committed by them: 

o The validity of the German tutor not checked.  

o Not taking more precautions in verifying the invigilator‘s identity.  

o Letting Evans wear the cap for good luck 

o Allowing McLeery to take the rubber tube inside.  

o Not verifying the Governor‘s phone call. 

o Appointing Stephens, a new guard, to guard Evans. 

o Allowing Stephens to move out of the cell when Evans protested.  

o Letting Evans know that the cell was bugged.  

o Believing Evans had left the correction paper behind by mistake. 

o Calling for the police, not the ambulance.  

o Letting Evans escape a second time in a van without verifying the guards 
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o Everyone just accepting Stephens‘ belief that the man in the cell was McLeery.  

o Getting fooled by Evans pretending to be McLeery 

 

Que. No.2. What purpose did the question paper & the correction slip serve? How 

did they help both the Governor & the criminals?  

            Value points: 

o Question paper & the Correction slip serve the dual purpose.  

o They helped Evans escape, 

o As well helped Governor trace Evans.  

o Evans deliberately/carelessly left correction slip 

o Index no.313 & Centre no. 271 indicated –Chipping Norton 

o  as per survey map –Oxford shire 

o All these clues helped Governor & prison officials  

o to locate Evans at ‘The Golden Lion‘  

o At last Evans was arrested. 

 

LESSON 8 -- MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD 
 
                                                                                                                      By- Zitkala Sa & Bama 

Question No.1.Bama‟s experience is that of a victim of the caste system. What kind of 

discrimination does Zitkala-Sa‟s experience depict? What are their responses to their 

respective situations? 

Answer: While Bama was subjected to caste discrimination and untouchability, Zitkala-Sa was a 

victim of racial prejudice. Zitkala-Sa was packed off to a European missionary school where, 

being a local tribal, she was looked down upon. Her precious, long and heavy hair, which was 

her pride, was shingled. She tried to resist with all her might but, ultimately, she was forced to 

give up her struggle. On the contrary, Bama, who witnessed the malpractice of untouchability, 

decided to blur the difference of castes with the light of education. Under the guidance and 

supervision of her elder brother, she judiciously utilized her anger and sense of rebellion to study 

hard and outwit any form of prejudice. She understood that a social change would be possible 

only if these so-called lower castes would make an effort to study and, thus, would make 

progress. 

It can easily be noticed that though both the protagonists tried to protest against the injustice they 

faced, the paths they chose are remarkably different. Through this journey of rebellion,         

Zitkala-Sa is forced to give in; on the contrary, Bama successfully implemented her brother‘s 

advice to finally top in her class. While Zitkala-Sa continued to rebel by criticizing the evils of 

racial prejudice through her works, Bama opted for a more subtle way to carry forth her silent yet 

effective remonstration. 

 

Question No.2. Why did Zitkala-Sa feel oppressed in the new establishment? 

 

  Answer: Since the day, the author was taken away from her mother, she had suffered extreme 

indignities. People had stared at her. She had been tossed about in the air like wooden puppet. 

Her blanket had been removed from her shoulders. She felt that she was immodestly dressed. 

She was so shocked and oppressed that she felt like sinking to the floor. Later, her soft 

moccasins were taken away. These were traditional footwear of local Indian American. They 

were replaced by squeaking shoes. She saw other Indian girls in stiff shoes and tightly sticking 
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dresses. The small girls wore sleeved aprons and shingled hair. The worst dignity she suffered 

was the cutting of her long hair. The coward's shingled hair made her moan with anguish. She 

felt she was not a human being but one of the little animals driven by a herder. The systematic 

erosion of their culture and disrespect to women was quite oppressive. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS: 

Que. No.1 What are the similarities in the life of Bama & Zitkala Sa though they belong to 

different cultures?  

Value points: 

 Zitkala Sa – a victim of racial discrimination 

 Unable to cope up with new environment in Carlisle school  

 Behaved strangely in the dining room 

 Her modesty is tested 

 Hair was shingled despite of her protest 

 Bama watched the man carrying food tied with string 

 Untouchability to the extreme as she belong to lower community As a little girl unable to 

understand the insult  

 Followed her brother‘s advice  

Que. No.2. What activities did Bama Witness on her way back from school? 

Value points: 

 Bama‘s home – a ten minutes walking distance from school. 

 But took half an hour to reach. 

 Bama-rambled around 

 Attracted towards—novelties & oddities 

 Viz. performing monkey, wild lemur, cyclist & spinning wheel etc. 

 Devoured sweets through her eyes, 

 Admired fruit stalls that flooded the market, 

 That‘s why it took her half an hour to reach her home. 

                                                  *********** 

 

 


